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“Survive the Drive” Academy
(High School)
Street Racing Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will explore the risks associated with street racing
· Students will learn the consequences of speeding
· Students will create a mock commentary from a legal drag racer on illegal street racing

Materials:
· Large poster paper and marker for each group
· Article:  What is Nascar? http://nascar.about.com/od/nascar101/f/whatisnascar.htm (download article on a word document, divide and cut into sections-1 section per group)
· Download, print and cut apart ‘Take it from the Drivers’ comments http://nhra.net/streetlegal/drivers.html 
· Soft debrief object to toss

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: What is Nascar and why is it so popular?
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Ask the students to discuss with their group what their experience is with Nascar Racing. (National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing)
3. Hand each group one section from the following article on ‘What is Nascar?’
4. Instruct the groups to choose a volunteer to read the section to their group.  Then, collaborate as a group how to summarize the section and choose a volunteer to report out to the rest of the class.
5. Starting with section #1, ask for a volunteer to report out, continue until all the sections have been reported on in order.
6. Now, ask the students to discuss in their group why they think car racing is so popular.  Ask for a few volunteers to report out.

Activity 2: 
1. Draw on the board the following types of roads:  Circuit/Drag Strip and city Street with cross streets on either end:




Circuit/Drag Strip									City Street 


Consequences
Consequences
Consequences
Safety
Safety







2. Write the road type above each figure and add the word: “Consequences’ inside the figures and the word:  ‘Safety’ outside the figure.
3. Instruct groups to divide their poster paper into two sections with the ‘Circuit/Drag Strip’ illustration in one section and the ‘City Street with Cross Roads’ in the other section.
4. Then, as a group collaborate to write or draw safety equipment, precautions, training, etc. on the outside (Safety) and possible consequences of legal circuit or drag racing at a licensed track on the inside of the illustrations and then possible consequences with legal racing.
5. On the city street, instruct students to record consequences to street racing on the inside and Street Driving safety rules on the outside.
6. Instruct the groups to post their paper and be ready to report out.  (Note:  rotate among the groups when reporting out, allowing each group to only give 1 consequence and 1 safety for each illustration, continue rotating until most ideas have been heard.)
Examples:
Circuit/Drag Strip Racing Safety:  fire retard clothing, Helmets/neck braces, face masks, goggles, gloves, car restraints/harnesses, window nets, tech inspections, fire suppression systems, crew, rules and regulations for drivers, cars and track, track barriers, etc.  (see www.nascar.com )
Circuit/Drag Racing Consequences: research is being done on the consequences to the environment from the CO2-no catalytic converter required to the huge amount of petroleum used from tires to gas; exposure to dangerous fumes/Co2 exhausts, accidents-injuries and fatalities, expenses of sport, fatigue, and concern from family and loved ones, etc.
Street Driving Safety: obey traffic laws and signs, be alert and aware, respect authorities giving alternative directions, maintain car mechanics and car adjustments, be courteous to other drivers and pedestrians-share the road, etc. (see www.ncs.org) 
Street Racing Consequences: illegal activities can accompany street racing such as theft, assaults, curfew violations, drinking/drug use, illicit gambling, noise complaints, illegal vehicle modifications, etc. (see http://www.popcenter.org/problems/street_racing/); fines, probation, jail/detention and possible suspended license; harming bystanders, property damage as a result of accidents, insurance and repair expenses, parental consequences, etc.

Activity 3:  What would you say?
1. Write the following slogan on the board:  “Race the strip not the street.” Inform the class that the National Hot Rod Association is viewed as the creators of drag racing and because of concerns over the dangers of illegal drag racing are now using this slogan.  Professional race car drivers speak out against illegal street racing.  (see http://nhra.net/streetlegal/index.html) 
2. Hand each group a different ‘Take it from the driver’ comment from a professional race car driver.  Give each group time to have a volunteer read the paragraph to their group.
3. Next, instruct the groups to collaborate and pretend they are a professional race car driver and write a short paragraph of what they would say to others who are illegally racing on city streets to make the point of “Race the strip not the street”. The group’s paragraph should contain the following:
· Illustration of driver, race car, or example from the paragraph
· At least one safe street driving rule 
· At least one consequence for illegal speeding or racing
· At least one positive about being a professional race car driver
4. Give time for each group to report out.  Instruct the listening audience to listen for the four items required and ask for different volunteers to point out how the presenting group covered each item.

Debrief: Toss a soft object to a willing volunteer and ask the student to give a response to the following:
a. Name a consequence of speeding/racing.
b. Name a safe alternative to illegal drag racing.
c. What are some differences between ‘Drag Racing’ and ‘Street Racing’?
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“Survive the Drive” Academy
(High School)
Street Racing Correlations
	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)




	Health

	Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors.
(6-12 S1C6 PO2)

Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)

Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
(6-8 S5C2 PO1)

Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
(6-8 S5C2 PO6)

Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
(6-12 S8C1 PO2)




	Key Ideas and Details

	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
(6-12.RH.1)







	Types and Purposes


	Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
(7-12. W. 2)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)



	[bookmark: _GoBack]Visual Art

	Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
(S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
S1C4PO 302
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