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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
Take out the Trash Talking and Taunting Lesson Plan

Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand what taunting is
· Learn how taunting can escalate with negative consequences
· Practice upstanding actions on behalf of others being taunted

Materials:
· Seek n’ Find handout with word list and defintions-1 copy per group
· Highlighter-1 per group
· Seek n’ Find Key
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Scissors for each group
· Glue sticks or tape for each group
· Sentence Handout-1 copy per group
· Facilitator Guide

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1:  Taunting Seek n’ Find
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Hand each group a Seek n’ Find handout and a highlighter.  Instruct the groups to collaborate to find each word and highlight it on the word maze.  The word list also contains the definitions.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk522359700]Explain that these words can be examples of taunting or “trash talking”.  Share that taunting is meant to make the target feel left out, unwanted or that something is wrong with them. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Rotate around to each group and ask a volunteer to report out on a word and its meaning. Students can call out the Letter and number to identify where in the puzzle the word can be found.  (See Seek n’ Find Key)
5. Inform the students that some taunting actions can escalate into aggressive actions with school consequences; such as, loss of privileges to participate in extracurricular activities like school sports, reward parties or fieldtrips, sit in time out areas during recess, be assigned detention or suspended from school and even school expulsion.  Explain that there are laws that help protect the school’s safety and learning environment from being unreasonably disrupted: 
A. 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution if it disrupts school operations. 
B. 13-2904. Disorderly conduct: A3. Uses abusive or offensive language or gestures to any person present in a manner likely to provoke immediate physical retaliation by such person.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk522438883]Instruct the students to share with a partner what emotions they think someone who is being taunted may feel.  Ask for a few volunteers to share emotions, record the student’s responses on the board.   
Possible Responses:  mad, upset, embarrassed, sad, lonely, etc.
6. Next, ask the students to share with their partner how taunting differs from teasing.  Ask for a few volunteers to share their ideas. 
Possible Reponses:  laughing at someone not with them, trying to make someone feel bad

Activity 2: Upstanding and Taunting T-Chart
1. [bookmark: _Hlk522438994]Instruct each group to draw a t-chart on their large poster paper and label one side, “Is Not” referring to ways of having fun without taunting and the other side, “Is” referring to ways of taunting.  
2. Hand each group the Sentence Handout that contains examples of taunting and having fun together.  Instruct each group to collaborate and cut the sentences apart and sort the sentences under the appropriate label on their t-chart.  
3. Call out a sentence and ask for a volunteer to provide the correct label the sentence would go under.  Continue until all the sentences have been called.  Correct if necessary.  Inform the students that they can glue or tape their sentences when they know it is under the correct label. (see Facilitator Guide)
4. Next, instruct the groups to discuss a few examples of social settings in which they have observed taunting or trash talking. Remind them NOT to use any real names. 
5. Rotate around to each groups and ask for a volunteer to share their groups’ example.  Ask that group if they observed anyone standing up for the target, if so, what did they do or say.

Activity 3: Upstanding Skits
1. [bookmark: _Hlk519432568]Assign each group one of the “Is” examples. Instruct the groups to come up with a way they could stand up for the target if they witnessed this. Rotate around to each group and check for an appropriate response before taking them to the next step.   
2. Next, have the groups practice their approved upstanding part by taking turns repeating what the upstander could say and do in the example.
3. Rotate around to each group and ask a volunteer to read their group’s “Is” example and another volunteer, from the group, to repeat their response as an upstander.

Lesson Debrief: 
Ask the groups to discuss challenges to standing up for others in taunting situations.  Ask the class to offer suggestions for overcoming the challenge.
For example:  Afraid the one taunting may taunt you if you stand up for others – You don’t need friends like that, you have made a new friend by supporting the target.
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
Take out the Trash Talking and Taunting Sentence Handout
· Actions were disguised as a joke; especially by responding sarcastically, “I was just fooling” or “I was only joking” or “What’s the big deal; can’t you take a joke?”

· Comments are made to make someone feel bad about their ability to do something, such as throw or catch a ball.

· Comments are one-sided or sarcastic in tone and meant to ridicule or make fun of another person.

· Making fun of each other in a way that is shared, not mean spirited, or done in a way to make everyone feel included.

· Making fun of others is intended to be mean spirited or meant to embarrass or isolate them.

· Making fun of yourself or others in a funny way that is acceptable by everyone.

· Making fun of yourself or others to help everyone feel less anxious or nervous or to loosen up.

· The comments are made for the purpose of making the other person cry or feel bad about themselves or their abilities. 

· The comments cause everyone to laugh together, not to laugh at someone and embarrass only him or her. 

· The fun is lighthearted and respectful with no intention of harm to anyone.

· Comments or gestures are designed to make others laugh at someone, not to laugh with them.
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
Take out the Trash Talking and Taunting 
Facilitator Guide

· Actions were disguised as a joke; especially by responding sarcastically, “I was just fooling” or “I was only joking” or “What’s the big deal; can’t you take a joke?” Is

· Comments are made to make someone feel bad about their ability to do something, such as throw or catch a ball. Is

· Comments are one-sided or sarcastic in tone and meant to ridicule or make fun of another person.  Is

· Making fun of each other in a way that is shared, not mean spirited, or done in a way to make everyone feel included. Is Not

· Making fun of others is intended to be mean spirited or meant to embarrass or isolate them. Is

· Making fun of yourself or others in a funny way that is acceptable by everyone. Is Not

· Making fun of yourself or others to help everyone feel less anxious or nervous or to loosen up. Is Not

· The comments are made for the purpose of making the other person cry or feel bad about themselves or their abilities. Is

· The comments cause everyone to laugh together, not to laugh at someone and embarrass only him or her. Is Not

· The fun is lighthearted and respectful with no intention of harm to anyone. Is Not

· Comments or gestures are designed to make others laugh at someone, not to laugh with them. Is
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