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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
To Prank or Not to Prank Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand what pranking is 
· Learn social and legal consequences to pranking 
· Evaluate the seriousness of pranking examples

Materials:
· Internet access and projector or prepare a verbal account of the news story:  https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/washington-teen-who-pushed-friend-off-bridge-charged-with-reckless-endangerment-1301438531888?v=raila 
Precaution:  Enlarge the screen to block any unwanted material that may pop up on the sides of the webpage, also hide the screen until any ads are finished and the video begins
· Questions handout-1 copy per group
· Questions Key
· “Is It Serious?” handout-1 copy per group
· 7 sticky notes per group-different color for each group
· Facilitator Guide

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Thinking About What a Prank is
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Assign group members into partners for the first activity.  
2. Write the word, “Prank” on the board and instruct the students to think about what comes to mind when they see this word.  Allow a quiet moment for students to think to themselves.
3. Next, instruct the partners to share with each other what they were thinking about.  After a few moments, ask for a few volunteers from the class to share some ideas, record responses on the board.  
(Pranking – A mischievous trick or practical joke which is meant to be playful)
4. Explain that sometimes pranks can be in good fun and everyone enjoys it; however, sometimes pranks have not been thought out and can have consequences. Thinking it through will help you make responsible decisions and enjoy your peer interactions. 

Activity 2:  Bridge Prank
1. Next, explain that you will show (or describe aloud) a news cast of a prank.  (See link above) Instruct the students to think about the decisions made with the prank and if any legal or social consequences occurred as a result.  
2. After the video or verbal description, hand each group the questions handout to discuss and respond to.  (If you provide a verbal account of the prank, make sure you cover the questions below)
A. What social consequences were observed?
B. What legal consequences were reported?
C. What physical consequences occurred to the target? 
D. Were there any examples of teasing or taunting?  Provide examples
E. Did anyone try to be an upstander and help the target?
F. Did you agree or disagree with the consequences the friend who did the pushing received?  Why or Why not?
G. What was the prank?  What different decisions could have been made to keep everyone safe and having fun?
  
3. Assign each group a different question to read aloud to the class and report out on, extra groups can report out on additional reasons why or examples. (See Questions Key)

Activity 2: Evaluating a Prank’s Seriousness
1. Draw a continuum on the board and label one side, “More Serious” and the other side, “Less Serious”.  Hand each group the “Is It Serious?” handout.
2. Instruct the groups to share in reading each statement and then decide as a group how serious the prank would be, that is, could the prank harm others or their property and receive negative consequences?
3. Further instruct the groups to label sticky notes with the letters of each statement, one letter per note.  Then have a group member place that sticky note on the class board between the two labels indicating how serious the consequences may be for that prank. (Option: Read aloud each statement and allow for each group to label their sticky note and add to the class board continuum between each statement read aloud)
4. Before proceeding to the next statement, review the placement of the notes on the continuum.  Ask the groups that choose “More Serious” what school, legal or social consequences they think might happen as a result of that prank.   Elaborate with any important information students may not be aware of.  (see Facilitator Guide)
5. Next, before proceeding to the next statement, ask the students to discuss with their partners, what emotions the one being pranked might be feeling as a result of this prank.  Ask for a few volunteers to share possible emotions.

Debrief:  Instruct the groups to discuss how pranking at school could affect the safety and learning environment and be ready to report out.

Sources:  
· News Story on Prank Gone Too Far: https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/washington-teen-who-pushed-friend-off-bridge-charged-with-reckless-endangerment-1301438531888?v=raila

· Arizona’s Criminal Code: https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=13 
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
To Prank or Not to Prank
Questions Handout


A. What social consequences were observed?



B. What legal consequences were reported?




C. What physical consequences occurred to the target? 




D. Were there any examples of teasing or taunting?  Provide examples




E. Did anyone try to be an upstander and help the target?



F. Did you agree or disagree with the consequences the friend who did the pushing received?  Why or Why not?



G. What was the prank?  What different decisions could have been made to keep everyone safe and having fun?
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
To Prank or Not to Prank
Questions Key

A. What social consequences were observed?
Victim did not feel the consequences for the friend who pushed her were enough, probably are no longer friends, other friends may choose sides, the one who pushed her felt bad
B. What legal consequences were reported?
Reckless Endangerment, resulting in serious injury, broken ribs and punctured lungs
Arizona Law:  13-1201. Endangerment; classification
· A person commits endangerment by recklessly endangering another person with a substantial risk of imminent death or physical injury.
· Endangerment involving a substantial risk of imminent death is a class 6 felony. In all other cases, it is a class 1 misdemeanor.
Arizona Law:  13-1503. Criminal trespass in the second degree; classification
· A person commits criminal trespass in the second degree by knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully in or on any nonresidential structure or in any fenced commercial yard.
· Criminal trespass in the second degree is a class 2 misdemeanor.
C. What physical consequences occurred to the target? 
Serious physical injuries were sustained by landing chest first in the water “Like landing on concrete” the victim suffered 6 broken ribs and a punctured lung
D. Were there any examples of teasing or taunting?  Provide examples
Repeatedly urged to go by friend, threatened to be pushed 
Arizona Law: 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
E. Did anyone try to be an upstander and help her?
One student said, “She said, no”.
F. Did you agree or disagree with the consequences the friend who did the pushing received?  Why or Why not? 
Student answers will vary
G. What was the prank?  What different decisions could have been made to keep everyone safe and having fun?
A girl was pushed off a bridge, when she was not ready or even willing to jump, it is very dangerous to jump from high places into water, no life guards, signs posted, “no Jumping” to avoid injuries; kids could have played on the rocks closer to the bottom and gone into the water from a safer level, many national and state parks allow this at safer levels when the water is running deep enough-look for signs that allow swimming and obey any cautions such as “No Jumping” and get parent permission.  If someone is not willing or ready to jump into the water, you should never touch them, respect their limits and what they are telling you 
Arizona Law:  13-1102. Negligent homicide; classification
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
To Prank or Not to Prank 
“Is It Serious?” Handout

A. Spreading the rumor that there is a test today in a popular class.

B. Superglue pennies to the school sidewalk and see how many students try to pick them up.

C. Color the side of a coin with a dark pencil lead, then bet your friend they can’t roll the coin down their forehead to their chin.  After they have made a mark down their face, let them walk around receiving funny looks from others before you let them see their face, help them wash it off.

D. Put a combination lock on your fellow prankster friend’s back pack when they are not looking, watch them get frustrated, then let them in on the prank and help them unlock the combination.

E. Do nothing but act like someone you are friends with is going to get pranked, watch them get nervous and suspicious of everyone, then reveal the truth.

F. Get the teacher’s permission to tie a couple of balloons on a door at school and let peers wonder why.

G. Put chewing gum on student’s seats when they are not looking and watch as they sit on it.

H. Put up signs at school saying, “this is out of order”, such as the bathrooms, drinking fountains and pencil sharpeners.

I. Slip orange juice in your friend’s milk and watch them drink it.  
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“Teasing, Taunting and Pranking”: Academy
(Upper Elementary/Middle)
To Prank or Not to Prank 
“Is It Serious?” Facilitator Guide

*Note anything that disrupt the school environment, causes damage, endangerment, threatens, intimidates
 or harasses another could have consequences:  
Arizona law:  13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification
Arizona Law: 13-1602. Criminal damage; classification
Arizona Law:  13-1201. Endangerment; classification
Arizona Law:  13-1503. Criminal trespass in the second degree; classification
Arizona Law: 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
Arizona law:  13-2921. Harassment; classification; definition

A. Spreading the rumor that there is a test today in a popular class. (it could cause a loss of trust in you)
B. Superglue pennies to the school sidewalk and see how many students try to pick them up. (the glue could deface the sidewalk)
C. Color the side of a coin with a dark pencil lead, then bet your friend they can’t roll the coin down their forehead to their chin.  After they have made a mark down their face, let them walk around receiving funny looks from others before you let them see their face, help them wash it off. (both parties should think it is funny and no one or thing could be harmed) 
D. [bookmark: _GoBack]Put a combination lock on your fellow prankster friend’s back pack when they are not looking, watch them get frustrated, then let them in on the prank and help them unlock the combination. (both parties should think it is funny and no one or thing could be harmed) 
E. Do nothing but act like someone you are friends with is going to get pranked, watch them get nervous and suspicious of everyone, then reveal the truth. (both parties should think it is funny and no one or thing could be harmed) 
F. Get the teacher’s permission to tie a couple of balloons on a door at school and let peers wonder why. (the balloons should not be blocking a safe route or exit or disrupting the learning environment)
G. Put chewing gum on student’s seats when they are not looking and watch as they sit on it. (it could destroy clothing and be embarrassing, school consequences such as detention if gum is not allowed at school)
H. Put up signs at school saying, “this is out of order”, such as the bathrooms, drinking fountains and pencil sharpeners. (bathrooms and drinking fountains not working could affect student’s wellbeing, there could be consequences for disrupting the school’s use of facilities or learning environment)
I. Slip orange juice in your friend’s milk and watch them drink it.  (Both parties should think a prank would be funny and not be embarrassing or humiliating; slipping anything into someone’s food or drink could have consequences such as making them sick if they have allergies you may not know about, playing with food, making a mess or ruining someone’s food)
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