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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Literary Theft Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will understand that plagiarism is an act of thievery 
· Students will learn to recognize examples of plagiarism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will collaborate to create a poster on how to avoid plagiarism

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· School handbook on rules of conduct with academic work
· Each One-Teach one Plagiarism strips (1 strip per student)
· Handout on Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism (1 copy per student)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Literary Theft
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Write the term ‘Literary Theft’ on the board.  Ask students to call out other words or phrases that mean the same as ‘Literary Theft’.  Record the student’s responses on the board. 
Possible student responses:  stealing, plagiarism, taking credit for someone else’s’ work, copying without permission, cyber piracy, etc.  
3. Circle the response, ‘plagiarism’ if given, if not, add it to the board and explain that plagiarizing is not only taking someone else’s work without permission but lying about it too! Plagiarism is an act of thievery because you are taking something that belonged to someone else without their permission. It is also an act of fraud because you are trying to fool people into believing that something you wrote was your original idea.  
4. Instruct students to discuss with their group, what consequences may exist for plagiarizing at school.  Then call on a volunteer from each group to report one consequence their group thought about.  (see school handbook for conduct rules)
Examples:  redo the work, academic penalties, sports/club eligibility; school discipline, parent discipline, others may have lower opinion or trust in you, legal consequences for copyright infringement such as fines, restitution, legal fees, jail; (In college you could lose scholarships, team or club memberships, academic probation, academic penalties, and even expulsion)
Activity 2: Each One-Teach One
1. Now, ask each student to consider if they have ever intentionally or unintentionally plagiarized.  Explain that this next activity will help students recognize forms of plagiarism and how to avoid ‘Literary Theft’.
2. Hand each student a different Each One-Teach One Plagiarism strip.  Instruct the students to read their strip a few times over.  Then explain that when you say go, they are to move around the room and find a classmate who is not in their group.  The two will share their information with each other, and then move on to another classmate.  Each student should share their information to at least three different people before returning to their seat. Inform students that the strips are brief examples and that the intent is to take credit for someone else’s work, as well as lie about it.
3. Once students are back at their seats, ask the students to decide an appropriate consequence for each of their examples in their group and be ready to share. 
4. Go around to each group asking for their examples of plagiarism and the consequences they think it should carry.

Activity 3:  Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism
1. Next, instruct the students to discuss with their group reasons why they think students will plagiarize. After a minute or two, ask for volunteers from each group to share their group’s reasons as you record their responses on the board.
Possible Student Responses:  pressures for success, lack of time management, poor writing/research skills, unable to think of ways to restate in own words, unaware of consequences, no one would know, etc.
2. Explain to the students that they will have an opportunity to create a cartoon strip on how to avoid ‘Literary Theft’.
3. Hand each student the handout on Avoiding Plagiarism and instruct the class to follow along as you review the information.  Ask if there are any questions.  
4. Next, instruct the groups to collaborate together to create a cartoon strip based on the topic you assign from their handout.  Explain that the groups are to illustrate the tip they were assigned from ‘How to Avoid Plagiarism’, include a clever caption and be ready to present to the class.
5. As groups present their cartoon strip instruct the listening audience to check off their handout, the tips that were covered.  

Debrief:  Ask student volunteers to name one thing they will do to avoid ‘Literary Theft’.


Sources: 
Plagiarism-101:  http://www.plagiarism.org/plagiarism-101/what-is-plagiarism/ 
The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Literary Theft Lesson Plan
Avoiding Plagiarism Tip Sheet
Adapted from:  The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University 

1. Learn what plagiarism is:  Using someone else’s work or ideas as your own, without their permission
2. Be aware of the consequences: redo the work, academic penalties, sports/club eligibility; school discipline, parent discipline, others may have lower opinion or trust in you, legal consequences for copyright infringement such as fines, restitution, legal fees, jail; (In college you could lose scholarships, team or club memberships, academic probation, academic penalties, and even expulsion 
3. Seek help from teachers, parents, successful peers for coping with academic pressures, time management, or writing/research skills.
4. Paraphrase:  Read and reflect on a section of text and restate the meaning using your own interpretation with a shorter version and still citing the source.
5. Summarize: Restate the main ideas in a shorter version, using your own words, giving credit to the author.
6. Use quotation marks when directly using the words spoken by another person, give them credit and cite your source.
7. Respect the owner and give credit by citing sources properly in a bibliography or by acquiring written permission to use.
8. Believe in your own creative power!
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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Literary Theft Lesson

Correlations


6-12 Social Studies Standards
Strand 3: Civics and Government
Concept 4: Rights, Responsibilities, and Roles of Citizenship
PO2. Discuss the character traits (e.g., respect, responsibility, fairness, involvement) that are important to the preservation and improvement of constitutional democracy in the United States 
PO4. Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: 
b. obeying the law 

6-12 Reading Standards in Social Studies
RH.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.

6-12 Writing Standards in Social Studies
WHST.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
6-12 Arizona Speaking and Listening Standards
Comprehension and Collaboration
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
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