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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Shoplifting: Costs and Consequences Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will learn the legal definition of shoplifting
· Students will explore the effects of shoplifting on their community
· Students will collaborate to create a teen shoplifting prevention plan 

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Shoplifting definition written out for display
· AGREE/DISAGREE signs
· 6 posters labeled (see Act 2, Step 3)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Consequences of Shoplifting
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to draft an explanation for the term:  Shoplifting.  Ask for a volunteer from each group to share their group’s ideas, then, display the following definition:  Shoplifting is an illegal act of taking items that are for sale, without paying for them.
3. Next, ask each group to brainstorm a list of 10 items they think most often get stolen from stores.  Instruct the groups to rank their items from least expensive to most expensive and place an estimated dollar amount next to each item. 
Possible suggestions:  cigarettes, energy drinks, lotions and creams, makeup, jeans, cell phones, (National Retail Federation 2016)
4. Allow time for each group to post their list and briefly review their top three items.  Explain that the consequences associated with the crime are based on the value of the item stolen.  
5. Ask the students to discuss with their group other consequences that might be associated with shoplifting, aside from legal ones.  (Emotional:  guilt, fear of getting caught, excitement, etc.; Social:  fit-in, accepted, rejected, loss of trust, loss of privilege, loss of opportunity, etc.)



Activity 2: Agree or Disagree Effects of Shoplifting
1. Inform students that shoplifting is a crime that affects the community.  Explain, for this next activity, students are going to decide on a continuum how much they agree or disagree with statements made about shoplifting.  Post AGREE and DISAGREE signs on opposite sides of the room and instruct the students to listen carefully as you read each statement twice before moving along the continuum.  Also explain that you will randomly call on a few students to explain their decision.
AGREE/DISAGREE Statements: (Source of facts: Shoplifting is Stealing by Judy Whalen)
A. Being caught shoplifting as a juvenile will not affect your future academic opportunities. (Shoplifting record can prevent you from getting scholarships, paying restitution can limit your funds for college)
B. Shoplifting is a serious crime. (#1 property crime in US; Shoplifting costs retailers $25 mill/day-costing consumers about $300 per year in increased prices; 30% of inmates admit starting as shoplifters; AZ juveniles possible restitution, probation, Diversion Program, counseling, detention facility, community service; parents can be sued, more serious consequences as adult)
C. Most students have shoplifted at least once. (3 out of 4 ages 13-17 have not-National Crime Prevention Council)
D. It is OK to take something from the ‘Lost and Found’ that isn’t mine. (check school handbook for procedure for unclaimed articles)
E. If I am with a friend who shoplifts and they get caught, I should not get in trouble too. (possible you could be considered an accomplice, share in paying fines/restitution, also banned from store, loss of trust/reputation)
F. Stealing gum or candy does not cause much harm. (shoplifting is taking merchandise without paying for it , no matter the value, consequences could be, parents sued, restitution required, banned from store,  reputation or trust harmed; sales clerk may suffer consequences if happens on their shift-they could be considered responsible)
G. Eating some grapes from the produce department is not stealing. (It is stealing unless there is a sign giving permission for sampling, buy the grapes, sample and return if not satisfied, most stores have a return policy)
H. [bookmark: _GoBack]It’s not shoplifting if the cashier forgot to charge me for an item I took home.  (You will probably not be charged or suffer legal consequences, but shoplifting is knowingly taking something you didn’t pay for)
I. If the cashier gave me too much change, it’s ok to keep it.  (If you knowingly are aware, before leaving the store, there could be consequences-more serious for adults; cashier could have consequences such as a bad work review, monetary or work related penalties, possible dismissal)

2. After each statement has been read and students have had an opportunity to respond, instruct the students to sit with their groups again to discuss who in a community could be affected by shoplifting.  
3. Post large poster paper, labeled with the following titles, around the room, leaving the examples for debriefing student responses.
Families: embarrassment, court fees, loss of trust, banned from stores
Friends: banned from contact, criticized on social media, dissociate
Businesses: raise prices, lay-off extra employees, relocate 
Employees: layoff, held responsible, compensate store
Consumers: high prices, lack of product, store relocates, inconvenient access to product (Walmart make-up section)
Police: called away from serving other community needs 
4. Assign each group one of the posters and instruct the groups to go to their assigned poster and as a group brainstorm and record a list of at least three ways that community group could be affected by shoplifting and be ready to report out.  
5. Rotate around each group, asking for a volunteer to report out their group’s ideas.  Ask for a few class volunteers for any additional ideas before proceeding to the next poster.   

Activity 3: Teen Shoplifting Prevention plan
1. Inform the students that as a group they are going to have an opportunity to create a teen shoplifting prevention plan.  
2. Instruct the groups to collaborate on the following list, record responses and illustrations of their collaborative ideas on their large poster paper.   Inform students that their presentation will be rated on the effectiveness of their shoplifting prevention plan.  
Criteria:
· Store name
· Store logo
· Store location
· Popular item for teens sold at your store/price
· Teen Shoplifting Prevention Plan

3. Instruct the listening audience to rate the effectiveness of the shoplifting plan on a scale of 1-5, 5 being the most effective for preventing teens from shoplifting in your store.  
Debrief:  Ask for volunteers to share their responses to the following questions:  
1. What would you do if a friend was pressuring you to shoplift?
2. What could you do if you saw somebody shoplifting?

Resources:  
· Shoplifting is Stealing by Judy Whalen
· National Association for Shoplifting Prevention: http://www.shopliftingprevention.org/ 
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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Shoplifting: Costs and Consequences Lesson
Correlations

6-12 Social Studies Standards
Strand 3: Civics and Government
Concept 4: Rights, Responsibilities, and Roles of Citizenship
PO2. Discuss the character traits (e.g., respect, responsibility, fairness, involvement) that are important to the preservation and improvement of constitutional democracy in the United States 
PO4. Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: 
b. obeying the law
6-12 Reading Standards in Social Studies
RH.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
6-12 Writing Standards in Social Studies
WHST.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.

6-12 Arizona Speaking and Listening Standards
Comprehension and Collaboration
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
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