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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Teens Online Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will explore different forms of online and off-line communications
· Students will share ways they communicate their meaning using online communications
· Students will learn that schools are required by law to enact policies to help safeguard student’s  online communications

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· 4 Posters labeled with one of the following labels:  Verbal; Non-Verbal; Written; Visual
· A different color pad of sticky notes for each group (may also use notebook paper, 3 x5 cards or colored paper cut to size)

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: Brainstorm Forms of Off-line Communications
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers.  
2. Discuss with the class how forms of communications have changed through time.  Communication is a way humans express their needs, exchange information, establish and maintain relationships, and socially interact. Further explain that there are four main types of human communication: verbal, non-verbal, written, and visual.  
3. Post four posters, each labeled with one of the types of off-line communication, on separate areas of the wall. Instruct the groups to brainstorm examples of the different forms of off-line communication for each type and record each idea on a separate sticky note.  The group members are to post each of their sticky notes on the appropriate poster.  Ask for a volunteer from each group to report out to the class on one poster. 
Examples: 
Verbal - talking on the phone, chatting face to face, sound effects, interjections, etc.
Non-verbal – tone of voice, facial expressions, body language/posture, symbols, sign-language, folded arms, crossed legs, shaking hands, touching, gestures, eye contact, dancing, etc.
Written - letter, journals, stories, reports, articles, memos, posters, billboards, ads, captions, etc. 
Visual – pictures, signs, symbols, maps, colors, posters, banners, smoke signals, hand signals, light/reflective signals, movies, plays, television shows, etc.
4. After a poster is reported, ask the listening audience if there was anything mentioned that cannot be accomplished online.

Activity 2:  Illustrate Expression of Online Communications
1. Now, ask the students to think about the ways they communicate online. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list and record it on their large poster paper and be ready to report out. Inform the groups that they will be adding more to their paper after they report on their list.
2. Have a volunteer from each group call out one item from their list while the other groups check off any similar items.  Rotate around the groups until all items have been reported.
Examples: skype, text messaging, online chats, video chatting, snapchat, intagram, tweets, e-mail, Facebook, pin boards, blackboards, blogs, gaming sites, computer sounds, emoji’s, clipart, videos, pics, etc.
3. Next, instruct the groups to add illustrations below their list; ways they make their written communications convey their emotions or feelings when they are using online communications to express their intentions. (emoji, fonts, colors, size, capitalization, clipart, pictures, etc.)
4. Have the groups post their paper with their lists and illustrations and have a volunteer from each group share with the class their group’s communication style of expression. 
Activity 3:  Forms of Communication Used Most Often
1. Explain to the class that they will take a survey on what forms of online communication they use most often.
2. Write the following headings, vertically,  on the board:  Facebook; Instagram; Snapchat; Twitter; Gaming; Pin Boards; Pin Boards/Discussion Boards; Blogs; You Tube
3. Ask the class to vote on each item as you call it out if they use that form of communication with their friends and peers.  Take a tally of the hands raised each time and add the totals when you are finished calling out the list. 
4. Next, ask the students if they think the results would be similar if they conducted a school survey.  Ask for a few volunteers to share their opinions and give responses to the opinions expressed.
5. Share with the students a national survey result that reported that 93% of American teens go online regularly and 71% use a social network to communicate with. (Pew Research 2015 Teens (13-17) Social Media and Technology Overview)
6. Ask the students if they know of any laws requiring schools to have rules or policies about student online communications. Allow time for students to discuss with their group and then ask for a few volunteers to share what their group came up with. 
ARS 15-341: Arizona law requires schools to enact and enforce policies and procedures that prohibit students from harassing, intimidating, and bullying other students on school property or school buses, and at school-sponsored activities or events “through the use of electronic technology, communications, networks, forums, or mailing lists.
School Rules:  Schools have rules about when and where online communications can take place; Schools have systems that can monitor student’s online activity.

Debrief: Now ask the students to share in what situations should they think before they respond either online or in person. 
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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Teens Online Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-8 S3C4 PO4; HS S3C4 PO3c.)



	Technology

	Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the work place. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO1)

Articulate and practice the school and district rules governing the use of digital tools as defined by school board policy and procedures. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO3)

Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
[bookmark: _GoBack](7-12 S5C1 PO 4)

Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(6-12 S5C2 PO1)



	Visual Art

	Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
(S1C4 PO302)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)
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