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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Future of Social Media Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will consider the future of online communications
· Students will review concepts relating to communicating through online technologies 
· Students will create a mock webpage demonstrating strategies to ‘Think Before you Post’

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Online Communication Cards (1 set per group)
· Blank Cards (1 per group)
· Optional:  a set of dice per group or class set to determine points to play for
· Check List for ‘Mock’ Social Media Site  (1 per group)

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1:  Progress of Social Media
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers.  
2. Ask the students to think about how online communications have changed through time; where did it all start from and where will it go in the future? Instruct the students to discuss their ideas with the person sitting next to them and then be ready to share comments.
3. Next, hand each group a set of Online Communication Cards and instruct the students to work as a group to place the cards in the order they think they appear on a timeline.  
4. When most groups are finished, reveal the correct timeline sequence. 
(1991) World Wide Web-open source information space
 (1992) Short Message Service-text messaging
 (2003) Skype-video chat and voice calls
(2004) Facebook-online social network 
(2005) Twitter-140 character messages
 (2006) iPhone-multimedia/internet
(2007) Tumblr-micro-blogging social network
(2010) Instagram-photo/video sharing
 (2011) Snapchat-video/messaging app
 (2013) Shots- selfies only network
(2014) Ello-ad free social network 
(2015) Hyper-self-titled photo sharing app
5. Next, hand each group a blank card and have the groups collaborate to predict what they think the next popular website will be named and allow the user to do.
6. Give time for each group to share their predictions. (Optional:  Post the timeline on the wall with the groups prediction cards at the end)
7. Ask the students to comment on what forms of communication, popular with teens today, do they predict will no longer be popular with the next generation. (*Landlines Telephones are no longer popular among American Teens.)

Activity 2: Hot Lists Competition 
1. Write the title, “Communication Through Technology” on the board and explain to the students that they will compete for points to see which group can come up with the longest list of ideas relating to communicating through technology.  Each round will have a topic and groups will need to identify ideas that relate to the topic provided.
2. Instruct the groups to decide on a team name, write the names on the board.  Next, give each group a set of dice or have one set for the groups to share.  
3. Have each group roll their dice to see how many points they are competing for before each topic is announced.  Give 3 minutes for each round of topics.  When the time is up, have the groups count off their ideas and let the group with the longest list report out their list first.  As they are reporting out, give approval for acceptable answers and have the reporting group check off their list; while they are reporting out, instruct the listening groups to also check off any similar items.  When the first group is finished ask for other groups to call out any additional items while the listening groups check off that item, after your approval.  
4. Now have all the groups count up the number of check marks and award the points, rolled on their dice, to the group with the most check marks. Continue to next rounds and repeat the process, recording the group’s points after each round.

Round 1 Topic:  What activities can you do with online technologies? (post messages, send invites, tag pictures, chat, play games, upload/download videos, share information, research,  etc.)

Round 2 Topic:  What negative outcomes can happen with communicating through technology? (receive a message from a stranger; be harassed by peers; lose privacy; access to unhealthy groups or activities; regretful posts; harm reputation;  access to illegal behavior such as buying drugs and sexting as a minor, cyberbullying; etc.)

Round 3 Topic: What protective steps can you take before you post online? (ignore unwanted postings; block unwanted senders; report any activity that makes you feel uncomfortable or unsafe; set up privacy settings; use the rules of netiquette; think before you post; be aware of your digital footprint; ask for advice from a trusted friend or adult; etc.

Round 4 Topic:  What consequences could there be for misusing online technologies?  (banned from site; loss of digital privileges at  home; school discipline, detentions and suspensions; juvenile record for cybercrimes like bullying, hacking, sexting (minors involvement); etc.

5. When you have finished with the rounds, add up the group points to see which team won! 
6. Ask the groups to dream with each other one thing they think social media will be able to do in the future.  Allow time for each group to report.

Activity 3: Plan your Future Social Media Site
1. Inform the groups that they will have an opportunity to design a future “Mock” Social Media Website. In designing a website they have a responsibility to the user to maintain their safety and protect their rights. 
2. Hand each group a check list with the following criteria for their design:
· Give your site a name and explain its meaning.
· Illustrate the activities the user is able to perform on this site.
· List suggestions the user should think about before they post on this website.
· List strategies the user could perform to maintain safety and security on this website.
· Explain how you protect the user from any possible negative outcomes.
· Describe how you will prevent the user from using the website in inappropriate ways.
· State 3 rules for using this website.
· Draft 1 law that could help protect the safety and privacy of the user.

3. Review the check list with the students and ask if there are any other criteria that should be added to the list.  Record any relevant ideas on the board.  
4. Next, instruct the students to work collaboratively as a group to create a visual of their website on large poster paper.  Their visual should contain the items on the criteria list. Remind students to think beyond today’s technology.
5. Give each group time to report out on their future website and instruct the listening audience to use their check list to see if the presenting group covered all the items on the list.  Give opportunity for the listening audience to provide any feedback to the presenting group.

Debrief: Name something you should think about before you post anything on line.  

Remember online communications are “permanent and public”! 

“Would you want your grandmother to see this?”
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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Future of Social Media Check List
(Cut in half and give one copy to each group)

Use this check list to design your future “Mock” Social Media Website and to check other group’s presentation.

· Give your site a name and explain its meaning.
· Illustrate the activities the user is able to perform on this site.
· List suggestions the user should think about before they post on this website.
· List strategies the user could perform to maintain safety and security on this website.
· Explain how you protect the user from any possible negative outcomes.
· Describe how you will prevent the user from using the website in inappropriate ways.
· State 3 rules for using this website.
· Draft 1 law that could help protect the safety and privacy of the user.

Use this check list to design your future “Mock” Social Media Website and to check other group’s presentation.

· Give your site a name and explain its meaning.
· Illustrate the activities the user is able to perform on this site.
· List suggestions the user should think about before they post on this website.
· List strategies the user could perform to maintain safety and security on this website.
· Explain how you protect the user from any possible negative outcomes.
· Describe how you will prevent the user from using the website in inappropriate ways.
· State 3 rules for using this website.
· Draft 1 law that could help protect the safety and privacy of the user.
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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Future of Social Media Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)




	Key Ideas and Details

	Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources. (6‐12.RH.1)




	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.





	Technology

	Analyze and evaluate information to generate new ideas, processes or products.
(7-12 S1C1PO1)

Use digital collaborative tools to synthesize information, produce original works, and express ideas.
(7-12 S1C3 PO1)

Articulate and practice the school and district rules governing the use of digital tools as defined by school board policy and procedures. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO3)

Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
(7-12 S5C1 PO 4)

Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
(6-12.S5C1PO6)

Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(7-12 S5C2PO 1)
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