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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future” Academy
(Middle/High)
Do I Have to go to School? Lesson Plan

[bookmark: _GoBack]Objectives:  
· Students will learn about the laws governing the education system
· Students will understand the terms used for truancy
· Students will draft their own law or proposal to aide in student success

Materials:
· School Handbook on Attendance Policies
· Each One-Teach One  Fact Strips (1 per student)
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Truancy Terms (1 set per group plus one for the teacher to hand write definition)

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1:  Each One-Teach One
1. Begin the activity by placing students into groups of 4 or 5 students in each.
2. Explain to the class that there are laws that govern children’s school attendance and additionally, students and parents need to be aware of their own school’s policy and procedures on attendance provided through the school’s handbook.  
3. Review with student’s your school’s policy on attendance. (See school site handbook)
4. Next explain that the students will participate in an Each One-Teach One activity to learn about the laws that govern school attendance.  
5. Randomly pass out an Each One-Teach One Fact Strip to each student and instruct them to read their slip and then circulate around the room and teach their information to as many students as they can, who are not in their group, in the time frame given.
6. When time is called (about 10 minutes), ask students to return their slips to the teacher and take a seat.  
7. Instruct the students to collaborate as a group and write down on large poster paper, as many truancy facts as the group can remember.  
8. As the facilitator, read one strip at a time, allowing groups to check if they wrote down facts similar to what was read. The facilitator should elaborate and answer questions as needed. 

Activity 2:  ‘Balderdash’ 
1. Next, explain to the class that they will play a version of ‘Balderdash’ with the Truancy Terms that they learned in the Each One-Teach One activity. Each group will be given one truancy term at a time and as a group they are to write a definition and submit to the teacher. (As the facilitator, you will also need to include a hand-written, correct definition for each term-see below.)
2. After each group has written their definition, they should submit it to the teacher and the teacher will read the definitions out loud to the class, including the correct hand-written one, two times.  Groups will vote on the term they think is correct during the second reading.  The groups will receive points for every vote they get for their definitions and an additional point if their definition is correct. 
3. Allow groups 2 minutes to write their definition.  Record points for each team before proceeding to the next term.
Definitions:  
· Habitually Truant - a truant child who is truant for at least five school days within a school year. (AZ Law)
· Truant Child -  a child who is between six and sixteen years of age and who is not in attendance at a public or private school during the hours that school is in session, unless excused as provided by law (AZ Law)
· Compulsory Education  - Schooling that is required, mandatory or obligatory by law
· Incorrigible -  a child who refuses to obey the reasonable and proper orders or directions of a parent, guardian or custodian and who is beyond the control of that person, also includes a child who is habitually truant from school (ARS has several definitions, focus is on the relevant one)
· Excessive Absences - the number of absent days exceeds 10% of the number of required attendance days
· School Truancy Policy- *Refer to your own school’s policy

Activity 3: Law Proposal
1. Next, have the groups propose their own law aimed at student success and be ready to report out.
2. Ask groups to share their proposed law and explanation.

Lesson Debrief:  
1. Share something about truancy that you didn’t know before.
2. Why do you think there are laws about going to school?
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Do I Have to go to School? Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. (7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: analyzing public issues and policy making.
(HS S3C4 PO3)



	Key Ideas and Details

	Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text; (6-12.RH.4)



	Types and Purposes

	Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  (7-12. W. 2)



	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (6‐12.WHST.4)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  (6-12 SL.1.)


	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (6-12 SL.4)



Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                             September 1, 2015	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




