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“Truancy Prevention: It’s More Than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
The Superpower of School Attendance Lesson Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk143764417]Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:
· Help students think about a benefit of attending school 
· Inform students about the laws and terms governing the education system
· Provide students opportunity to review the information presented 

Protective Factor Developed: School connection and commitment to school

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· “What is Your Superpower Talent” Questionnaire pg. 4, 1 per group
· Soft object such as a beach ball
· School site handbook
· Each One-Teach One activity (See slides)
· Buzzer
· Optional: prizes such as gavel pencils: https://www.azbf.org/get-involved/publications 

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk143764346]Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Instruct the students to share with each other at least one superpower they wish they had... spin spider-webs, make people tell the truth, fly, etc. (Share yours first with the whole class.)
3. Pass a soft object such as a beach ball to a willing participant to share their superpower wish. They can pass the ball to the next willing participant.
4. Explain to students that everyone already has a superpower - maybe even more than one. This is a talent or something they are good at or enjoy doing...drawing, playing an instrument, talking to people, solving math problems, etc.
5. Provide the “What is Your Superpower Talent” Questionnaire (pg. 4) to each group. Instruct the groups to take turns responding to one question at a time.
· What are you naturally good at?
· What are you passionate and curious about?
· When do you not notice time disappearing?
· What do people come to you for?
· If money wasn’t a consideration, what would you do?
5. Explain that one of the main reasons school attendance is so important is learning/discovering what talent one may have. When we miss school - we miss opportunities or chances to discover our talent.
6. Inform students that there are laws that govern school attendance and additionally, students and parents need to be aware of their own school’s policy and procedures on attendance provided through the school’s handbook. 
7. Review with students your school’s policy on attendance. (See school site handbook)
8. Next explain that the students will participate in an Each One-Teach One activity (See slides) to learn about the laws that govern school attendance.  
9. Pass out one slip to each person and instruct them to read their slip then circulate around the room and teach their information to 3 other students not in their group.  
10. When time is called or students have exchanged with 3 other students, instruct the students to return their slips to the teacher and return to their small group.
11. Next, instruct students to work within their small group to write down on their group’s large poster paper as many truancy facts they can remember.
12. Once they are done, as the facilitator, read one strip at a time allowing groups to check if they wrote down the facts like what was read. Answer questions as needed.
13. Invite one volunteer from two different groups to come to the front of the room. Place a buzzer on the table. Ask a question from the list below, the first student who rings the buzzer answers if he is incorrect the other student may answer. The student with the correct answer earns 10 points for their group. If neither student provides the correct response, you may use the question with the next set of students or place it back randomly in the mix. 
Questions:
1) What is the age range students must attend school? (6-16)
2) What percentage of absent days are considered excessive? (10% of school days)
3) What are two reasons that qualify for excused absences? (illness, doctor appointment, bereavement, family emergencies, and out-of-school suspensions; maybe vacations)
4) Schooling that is required by law is called what? (Compulsory Education)
5) What is habitually truant? (A student who is truant at least 5 days within a school year)
6) What is truant? (One unexcused absence from one class period)
7) What is it called If the number of absent days exceeds 10% of the number of required attendance days? (Excessive or Chronic Absenteeism)
8) Share something about truancy that you didn't know before? (Student answers may vary)
9) Why do you think there are laws about going to school? (Student answers may vary)
10) Is Arizona ‘s graduation rate higher or lower than the national average? (Nat. 89%-Az 77%; lower)
11) Name a possible result for dropping out of school or being absent too many times. (Student answers may vary)
12) What are the 3 conditions a youth must meet to be eligible for not attending school? (Over 14, parent consent, employed or involved in training program)

14. Next, ask 2 different group members to come to the buzzer to compete, repeat the process. The group with the most points wins! (You may also reward with a prize such as gavel pencils: https://www.azbf.org/get-involved/publications 
15. Debrief the lesson by asking students to share a response to the following question:
How can school help you develop your talents?
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What is Your Superpower Talent” Questionnaire





1. What is something you are naturally good at?



2. What is something others come to you for? help for?









MY 
SUPERPOWER
3. What is something you are passionate or curious about?
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Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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