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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Effects of Chronic Absenteeism on Student Life Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:
· Inform students that chronic absenteeism can affect different aspects of their life
· Inform students of the effects of chronic absenteeism and truancy
· Provide opportunity for students to goal set to provide purpose and meaning to school attendance

Protective Factor Developed: Connection and commitment to school

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Labels:  Academic-Social- Family-Legal- Economic posted around the room
· Truancy Effects Strips (See pdf; print, cut apart, and randomly divide out among the groups)
· Tape for posting the strips under the labels
· Facilitator Guide: Truancy Effects Strips pgs. 3 & 4
· Copies of Ready, Set Goal! handout (one per student) pg. 5

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Post the following labels in different areas of the room:  Academic, Social, Legal, Family, and Economic. (Health may also be a category.)
3. Explain to students that truancy can affect different aspects of life. Posted are some possible ways to categorize these effects in order to better understand the consequences of truancy.
4. Pass out a random set of Truancy Effects Strips (See pdf) to each group. Have the groups discuss which label each strip might fit under and why. Once a group decision is made, volunteers from each group should post their group’s strips under the appropriate labels.  
5. Debrief the activity by inviting volunteers to read one label and its strips. The facilitator should correct if necessary, however, accept the student’s responses if their justification is logical. (See Facilitator Guide:  Truancy Effects Strips pgs. 3 & 4) Do not reveal the short- and long-term effects yet. 
6. Assign each group one of the labels and draw a T-Chart on the board with one side labeled: Short Term and the other side labeled Long Term.
7. Instruct the groups to create the same chart on their large poster paper. Groups should then sort the Truancy Effects Strips that are already stuck to their paper and place the strips on the side of their T-chart they think it belongs (short or long term) and be ready to report out.
8. Call out each strip randomly and allow students to respond by gesturing “Short Term” or “Long Term” by moving hands close together or moving them further apart. Groups should also correct where they placed their strips if needed. Allow for student comments, if they disagree, ask for justification. Accept differing student responses with logical justifications. (See Facilitator Guide:  Truancy Effects Strips pgs. 3 & 4)
9. Explain to the class that one way to prevent unwanted outcomes later in life is to set personal goals and work towards the results you want. It’s ok to change your goals and form new ones as you go through life. Setting personal goals provides an opportunity to mark your accomplishments and re-evaluate your strategies.
10. Inform students that for this next activity they will have an opportunity to plan a short and long-term personal goal for their future success.
11. Hand each student a copy of Ready, Set Goal! (pg. 5). Instruct students to work independently to plan their personal goals using this handout. Remind students to be specific and to choose a realistic, attainable goal that can be measured. Circulate around the room answering any questions the students might have.
12. As the students finish, allow them to quietly share with the members of their group or those close by if they want to. Also ask if anyone would like to share with the whole class. It is okay if no one chooses to share their personal goals. 
13. Debrief this activity by asking the following questions and calling on volunteers to respond. Give each volunteer 3 claps!
· What are some ways your peer’s truancy has affected you?
· What are some short or long-term effects of regular school attendance?
· What are some goals you have set in the past and have achieved?
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Effects of Chronic Absenteeism on Student Life

Facilitator Guide: Truancy Effects Strips
Use this guide to review the categories but do not reveal the Long and Short-Term answers until Activity 2. Students may justify a different location heading for an Effect Strip.

[bookmark: _Hlk141692806]Academic:
	Long Term:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html#four ] 

· More likely to drop out of school altogether
· Lack of educational skills leads to significantly lower job opportunities
· More likely to become homeless as an adult	
Short Term:
· Missed instruction so must make up work w/o the information
· Must make up the work on your own time
· Difficulty catching up in class and/or understanding the information

Social:
Long Term:
· [bookmark: _Hlk141692841]Less opportunity to build social skills
· More likely to have low self-esteem[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4329283/ ] 

Short Term:
· Miss out on developing friendships in school
· Possible loss of privileges to attend social activities

Legal:
Long Term:[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles/truncy.pdf ] 

· [bookmark: _Hlk141692849]Truant students are more likely to get involved in criminal behavior including drugs, alcohol, and violence
· More likely to serve time in prison
· Increase in daytime crime rates

Short Term:
· Possible consequences at school by administration 
· Might be issued a citation for violation of ARS 15-802-803/ Court appearance
· If engaged in delinquent behavior, may spend time in juvenile detention
· May be assigned community service
· May be required to attend truancy education classes 

Family:
Long Term:
· [bookmark: _Hlk141692858]Lifestyle changes to accommodate the need for added supervision, counseling, court appearances, etc.
Short Term:
· Frustrations between parents or guardians and student
· Loss of trust from parents towards student

Economic:
Long Term:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://dropoutprevention.org/family-and-student-resources/ ] 

· [bookmark: _Hlk141692878]Lack skills to obtain better paying job therefore more financial struggles
· More likely to be unemployed
· More likely to depend on government assistance (food, medical, cash etc.)
· Local businesses more likely to suffer due to daytime shoplifting from truant students
· Loss of Government (Federal and State) educational funding
· Not paying taxes without a legitimate job and therefore not contributing financially to society
Short Term:
· Parents or guardians may lose time/pay at work having to deal with their child’s truant behavior (school meetings/court dates)
· Parents or guardians may have to pay court fines or fees due to student truancy and/or delinquent behavior
· Parents or guardians could withhold allowances as a home consequence 
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Effects of Chronic Absenteeism on Student Life
Ready, Set, Goal!
		

	
Academic
	Short Term Goals
(up to 1 year)

	Long Term Goals
(Up to 5 years)

	
Plan of Action
	1.  
2.  
3. 
	1.  
2.  
3. 

	
Obstacles
	1.  
2.  
3. 
	1.  
2.  
3.  

	
Solutions
	1.  
2.  
3.  
	1.  
2.  
3. 


 

How will your goals benefit…
Your Future:
Your Family:
Your Community:
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Effects of Chronic Absenteeism on Student Life Lesson Plan

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.

Financial Reasoning
QR.FR.4: Identify and explain personal and societal consequences of financial decisions.
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