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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Finding Common Ground Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Participate in an activity to find common ground with their peers
· Understand that establishing ground rules for discussing controversial topics can help maintain order
· Practice debating a topic utilizing class ground rules

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Common Ground handout-1 copy per student (see below lesson)
· Projector/Screen and Internet Access
· Kid President:  https://www.deseretnews.com/article/865662026/The-Clean-Cut-Kid-President-tells-viewers-how-to-disagree.html 
· Debate Topic strips cut apart-a different one per group (see below lesson handout)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Brainstorming Topics of Controversy
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of 10 subject areas that they think are controversial in society, especially among teens.  Instruct the groups to choose a volunteer to record the group’s list on large poster paper and rank their list from least controversial to most controversial.  
3. Rotate around to each group and ask a volunteer to share their group’s list.  Ask the class what patterns or similarities did they notice about the group’s list; such as, what items tended to be the top 3 or which items were most common.
4. Record any political topics mentioned on the group’s list and ask the groups to discuss why they think politics, that is activities of the government, can carry controversy among members of society. Ask for volunteers from each group to share their group’s ideas and record them on the board.
Possible Answers:  Different point of view, Different perspectives, Different groups of society need or want different actions from their government, Traditions members of society were brought up in or influenced by certain beliefs or values, Fear of loss of power or desire to retain power, etc.

Activity 2: Finding Common Ground 
1. Hand each student a Common Ground handout and instruct the students to each record on their own handout at least three ideas for each item.
A. Titles of people you care about
B. Objects you value
C. Ideas you believe in
D. Causes you care about
E. State laws you agree with
F. Rules you support at school
G. Attitudes you appreciate in society
H. Changes you would like to see at school

2. Then, inform the students to circulate around the room and find other students who can initial up to three items total on their handout that they share in common with you.  The goal is to receive an initial for each item they listed for each topic and then return to their group seats before the time is up. Explain the rules:  
A. A peer can only initial up to 3 items on the entire handout
B. Stop and sit at your group when time is called
C. No initials should be gathered from members of your own group
D. Only peers from this class can participate
 
3. Allow 10 minutes for students to collect initials before instructing all students to return to their seats.  Poll the class to see who received the most initials and who received initials on all their items for each topic.
4. Instruct the groups to discuss their observations of common ground they have with their classmates. 
5. Explain to the class that the activity was a way to discover common ground in the classroom but it had some rules.  Ask volunteers to restate what some of the rules were. Ask the class what is the purpose of rules. Allow for volunteers to respond 
Possible Answers: Protect, Everyone understands and is following the same guidelines, Consequences are expected, Order is maintained, etc.

Activity 3:  Practice Debating a Topic with Ground Rules
1. Next, explain that when discussing controversial topics, ground rules can help people avoid conflict. Conflict can sometimes escalate into heated arguments and even violence when one or both parties lose self-control.
2. Show the following video from Kid President:  https://www.deseretnews.com/article/865662026/The-Clean-Cut-Kid-President-tells-viewers-how-to-disagree.html .  As the video reveals Kid President’s rules, record them on the board. (Respect, Listen, Pause-breathe-love, Distract, Accept and Dance)
3. After the video, instruct the groups to think of other ground rules their class should incorporate when having class discussions on controversial topics.  Rotate around to each group and ask for a volunteers to share one rule their group came up with and record the responses on the board.  
Possible Answers:
A. Let the person finish their point before responding
B. Use respect in speech and gesture
C. Find common ground
D. Ask questions to clarify or learn more
E. Agree to disagree
F. Allow everyone to share
G. Keep on topic
H. Restate or summarize to clarify their point

4. Hand each group one of the following topics and instruct each group to brainstorm a list of points for both sides that explain why that topic is better than the other one and then as a group practice a scenario of debating the topic utilizing class ground rules.  
A. Facebook vs. Snapchat
B. Phoenix Summer vs. Flagstaff Winter
C. Dogs vs. Cats
D. Wonder Woman vs. Superman
E. Pizza vs. Hamburgers
F. Vampires vs. Werewolves
G. Funny Movies vs. Scary Movies
H. R&B vs. Country

5. Ask if any groups would like to demonstrate their debate topic with their use of ground rules for the class.
6. Now instruct the groups to discuss the benefits of having a calm, respectful discussion as opposed to a heated debate and be ready to share.
7. Rotate around to each group and ask for one comment different than what was already shared by the other groups.  Record their suggestions on the board.
Possible Answers:  Increased listening skills, Willing to see both sides, Comfortable changing mind, Maintain friendship, etc.
 
Debrief:  Use a ‘Talking stick’ or establish an object as the ‘Talking Stick’.  Explain that the rule is only the person with the talking stick can speak. Hand the talking stick to a willing volunteer and ask one of the following questions.  Instruct the student with the talking stick to pass to other willing volunteers and they will answer the same or next question.
A. What makes a topic controversial?
B. Why should controversial topics be discussed?
C. What is the purpose of rules or laws?
D. What were some common grounds in this class?
E. Why is it important to establish ground rules for class discussions?
F. What is a common ground rule for class discussions?
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Finding Common Ground with Political Differences 
Common Ground Handout

A. Titles of people you care about



B. Objects you value



C. Ideas you believe in



D. Causes you care about



E. [bookmark: _GoBack]State laws you agree with



F. Rules you support at school



G. Attitudes you appreciate in society



H. Changes you would like to see at school
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Finding Common Ground with Political Differences 
Debate Topic Strips


A. Facebook vs. Snapchat



B. Phoenix Summer vs. Flagstaff Winter



C. Dogs vs. Cats



D. Wonder Woman vs. Superman



E. Pizza vs. Hamburgers



F. Vampires vs. Werewolves



G. Funny Movies vs. Scary Movies



H. R&B vs. Hip Hop
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