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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Political Preferences Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Learn how political preferences are established
· Explore the challenges with civil discourse 
· Create a pamphlet on respecting the political preference of others

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Conservative vs. Liberal Description-cut apart and provide 1 per group
· 7 posters labeled with heading from Activity 2: Step 1 (A-G)
· Pamphlet List-1 per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Liberal or Conservative
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Illustrate a t-chart on the board with one side labeled, ‘Liberal’ and the other side labeled, ‘Conservative’.  Instruct the groups to create the same t-chart on their large poster paper and as a group brainstorm what they think the goals of each heading are.  
3. When the groups are mostly finished, hand each group a copy of the description of Liberal vs. Conservative and instruct the groups to compare the description to their t-chart items and make any adjustments they feel necessary.  

“Liberals believe in government action to achieve equal opportunity and equality for all. It is the duty of the government to alleviate social ills and to protect civil liberties and individual and human rights. Believe the role of the government should be to guarantee that no one is in need. Liberal policies generally emphasize the need for the government to solve problems.
Conservatives believe in personal responsibility, limited government, free markets, individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. Believe the role of government should be to provide people the freedom necessary to pursue their own goals. Conservative policies generally emphasize empowerment of the individual to solve problems.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  StudentNewsDaily.com Conservative vs. Liberal Beliefs:   https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/ 
] 

4. Next, ask each group to report out how close they came to the description handout.  Then instruct each group to collaborate and decide on two ways they think liberals and conservatives are similar and 2 ways they think they are different.
Possible Answers:  
Alike-Democracy, rights of the individual, freedoms
Differ-How best to serve the people, who solves the problems, that is the government or the people

5. Next, instruct the groups to collaborate and create their own definition for ‘Political Party’ and be ready to share with the class.
6. Rotate around to each group and have a volunteer share their group’s definition. The definitions should include concepts such as shared beliefs on how the country is ran and electing officials that help carry out their political party’s goals.  Students may also include the names of political parties such as Democratic, Republican, Libertarian, Green.
7. Explain to the students that their political preference refers to which political party they feel most aligns with their point of view on major issues that affect their lives.

Activity 2: Carousel on Civil Discourse
1. Post 7 posters with the following titles around the room: 
A. Reasons politics can incite anger 
1) Feeling of not being heard
2) Frustrated over differences
3) Fear of loss of power
B. Reasons to learn about political issues
1) Know your rights
2) Clarify what you believe
3) Understand effects on your life
C. Benefits of respectful communication when discussing politics 
1) Be heard
2) Solutions can be found
3) Learn from each other
D. Benefits of learning different points of political views 
1) Understand where others are coming from
2) Recognize common ground
3) Appreciate differences
E. Possible consequences of political parties refusing to work together
1) No solutions reached
2) Increased division
3) Public at risk
F. Possible consequences of political parties that learn to compromise and work together
1) Solutions reached
2) United people
3) Diverse approach
G. Topics of political debate
1) Immigration
2) Health Care
3) Safe Schools


2. Assign each group a different poster and instruct the students to work as a group to record one response on their assigned poster.  Instruct the groups to wait until you call for a counterclockwise rotation before proceeding to the next poster.  As facilitator, rotate around to as many groups as possible during each rotation to assist and provide positive feedback. (see possible answers listed below each title in Activity 2: Step 1 (A-G)
Facilitator Tip: Assign each group a different color marker so it is easy to identify which group wrote each item.
3. When the groups have finished recording a response at their last poster, ask each group starting with ‘A’ to report out on that poster and the responses recorded on it. The facilitator should elaborate whenever necessary. 
4. Instruct the groups to return to their group seats and discuss possible ways they could learn more about political issues and be ready to share.
5. Rotate around to each group and ask for a suggestion, record their responses on the board.
Possible responses:  Internet, News shows, Conversations with parents, Teacher lessons, Civil discussions with others, etc.

Activity 3:  Information Pamphlet
1. Instruct the groups to take their large poster paper and fold it in thirds to create a large pamphlet.  Hand each group a copy of the following list and instruct the groups to assign their group members the different sections and then collaborate to post and illustrate the information on their large group pamphlet to present to the class.  
A. Front Panel:  Differences and similarities with Liberals and Conservatives
B. Inside Left Panel:  Benefits of political groups working together
C. Inside Center Panel:  Tips for civil discourse 
D. Inside Right Panel:  Consequences of political strife
E. Back Panel:  Respectful ways to disagree about political preferences
2. Allow time for each group to present their pamphlet to the class.  

Debrief:
Ask the groups to discuss positive ways they can respond when a discussion about political parties becomes hostile or aggressive, either verbally or physically.  Rotate around to each group and ask for a suggestion.
Possible suggestions:  
· Be calm and don’t react-let the other person have an opportunity to cool themselves down 
· Walk away with or without explaining that you will talk more when things cool down
· Use ‘I’ statements, etc.
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Political Preferences 

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Visual Art
Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
(S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
S1C4PO 302
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Political Preferences
Conservative vs. Liberal

“Liberals believe in government action to achieve equal opportunity and equality for all. It is the duty of the government to alleviate social ills and to protect civil liberties and individual and human rights. Believe the role of the government should be to guarantee that no one is in need. Liberal policies generally emphasize the need for the government to solve problems.
Conservatives believe in personal responsibility, limited government, free markets, individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. Believe the role of government should be to provide people the freedom necessary to pursue their own goals. Conservative policies generally emphasize empowerment of the individual to solve problems.”
StudentNewsDaily.com Conservative vs. Liberal Beliefs:   https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/

“Liberals believe in government action to achieve equal opportunity and equality for all. It is the duty of the government to alleviate social ills and to protect civil liberties and individual and human rights. Believe the role of the government should be to guarantee that no one is in need. Liberal policies generally emphasize the need for the government to solve problems.
Conservatives believe in personal responsibility, limited government, free markets, individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. Believe the role of government should be to provide people the freedom necessary to pursue their own goals. Conservative policies generally emphasize empowerment of the individual to solve problems.”
StudentNewsDaily.com Conservative vs. Liberal Beliefs:   https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/


“Liberals believe in government action to achieve equal opportunity and equality for all. It is the duty of the government to alleviate social ills and to protect civil liberties and individual and human rights. Believe the role of the government should be to guarantee that no one is in need. Liberal policies generally emphasize the need for the government to solve problems.
Conservatives believe in personal responsibility, limited government, free markets, individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. Believe the role of government should be to provide people the freedom necessary to pursue their own goals. Conservative policies generally emphasize empowerment of the individual to solve problems.”
StudentNewsDaily.com Conservative vs. Liberal Beliefs:   https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Political Preferences
Pamphlet List

A. Front Panel:  Differences and similarities with Liberals and Conservatives
B. Inside Left Panel:  Benefits of political groups working together
C. Inside Center Panel:  Tips for civil discourse 
D. Inside Right Panel:  Consequences of political strife
E. Back Panel:  Respectful ways to disagree about political preferences

A. Front Panel:  Differences and similarities with Liberals and Conservatives
B. Inside Left Panel:  Benefits of political groups working together
C. Inside Center Panel:  Tips for civil discourse 
D. Inside Right Panel:  Consequences of political strife
E. Back Panel:  Respectful ways to disagree about political preferences

A. Front Panel:  Differences and similarities with Liberals and Conservatives
B. Inside Left Panel:  Benefits of political groups working together
C. Inside Center Panel:  Tips for civil discourse 
D. Inside Right Panel:  Consequences of political strife
E. Back Panel:  Respectful ways to disagree about political preferences

A. Front Panel:  Differences and similarities with Liberals and Conservatives
B. Inside Left Panel:  Benefits of political groups working together
C. Inside Center Panel:  Tips for civil discourse 
D. Inside Right Panel:  Consequences of political strife
E. Back Panel:  Respectful ways to disagree about political preferences
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