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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Up in Vape:  Exploring the Facts about Vaping” Academy
(Middle/High School) 
Vape Debate Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Explore the pros and cons of raising the minimum age requirement to 21 for purchasing and possessing e-cigarettes
· Participate in a class debate on the issue of age requirement with e-cigarettes
· Express their opinion and cast their vote on the issue of raising the minimum age requirement to 21 for purchasing and possessing e-cigarettes

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Signs:  YES & NO
· Timer (cell phone timer, class clock or internet timer) 
· Optional:  overhead projector and internet access to LawForKids.org “What Do You Think” online poll question “Do you agree or disagree with raising the minimum age to purchase and possess vaping products from 18 to 21?”

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate to different groups.  Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students.  This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating any relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

Activity 1:  Pros and Cons 
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Read aloud or display the following statement from LawForKids.org:  What Do You Think? online poll question.
“Currently you have to be 18 to purchase vaping products in Arizona.  A new bill introduced in legislation would raise the minimum age to 21.  Do you agree or disagree with raising the minimum age to purchase and possess vaping products from 18 to 21?”
3. Instruct the groups to discuss pros and cons for raising the minimum age from 18 to 21.  Each group should choose a recorder.
4. After most groups have recorded a few answers for both pros and cons, instruct the groups to choose one group member to circulate among the other groups and gather more ideas for pros.  After that student returns to their group and shares their new ideas, another member of the group can circulate around the room and gather more ideas for cons.  (You may need to provide a time for group members to circulate to gather pros, then call time for them to return to their group and tag the next group member to circulate to find cons, and then a time to return to their groups.)
5. When the group members gathering ideas return to their groups, the recorder may add those additional ideas to the group’s paper.  
6. Now, instruct the groups to consider the list of pros and record a few statements about the possible effects on youth if the minimum age to purchase and possess e-cigarettes was raised from 18 to 21.  Then, groups should consider the cons and also record a few statements about the possible effects on youth if the age requirement remained at 18.  
7. Rotate around to each group and ask for a volunteer to share their group’s statements for both pro and con effects.

Activity 2: Group Debate
1. Explain to students that they are going to be assigned a side on the topic of raising the minimum age requirement to 21.  Inform the students they will have an opportunity to express their own opinion and choose their own vote on the topic in the next activity.  
2. Instruct the groups to determine rules for class debates.  Ask for class volunteers to share aloud as you record ideas on the board.  
Possible rules:  No putdowns, calm voice, abide by your turn and time, no interrupting, etc. 
3. Pair groups, assigning one group in the pair ‘Pro 21’ and the other group in the pair “Anti 21”.  If there is an odd group, divide those group members equally among existing groups. 
4. Instruct the groups to collaborate and prepare statements and arguments on their assigned side of the issue, along with possible responses to the opposition’s statements and arguments.  Students should use handouts from previous lessons to assist them in their debates.  Each member of the group should be prepared to share in the responses.  Allow approximately 10 minutes.  
5. Next, divide the pairs of groups between you and the classroom teacher to monitor debate groups. 
6. Inform the group pairs that one person in each ‘Pro 21’ will read or say their statement and their other group members will share aloud one supporting statement.  Then the ‘Anti 21’ group members may take turns responding to the statements made by the ‘Pro 21’ group.  
7. Allow approximately 5 minutes for this process before instructing the groups to stop and proceed with one member of the ’Anti 21’ group making their opening statement and their members sharing their supporting statements.  The ‘Pro 21’ group members may respond to those statements.  
8. After approximately 5 minutes, stop the debate and inform the groups that they will have 3 minutes to rally back and forth with any final statements and responses.  
9. Rotate to each group, checking for understanding and demonstration of student rules for class debate.
Activity 3:  Changing Lanes
1. Post the following signs on opposite sides on the room:  YES – NO.  Instruct the students to each choose a side that represents their personal vote on the issue.  Explain that students can switch sides anytime during this activity.  
2. Call on a student from the “YES” side and ask them to make 1 statement why they are voting that way.  Call on a few students from the opposition side to respond.  
3. Next, call on one student from the “NO” side and ask them to make 1 statement why they are voting that way, then call on a few students from the opposition to respond.  Continue, as time allows, to allow students to make statements then ask for a few responses before another statement is made.  
4. Instruct the students to return to their seats.  Then, take a class tally of “Yes” votes and “No” votes.  The class majority vote can be recorded on the LawForKids.org website and/or saved to report a final vote from all classes receiving this lesson.  (Optional:  Students may cast a private vote, votes are then tallied and reported)

Debrief:  
Instruct the groups to discuss the significance of civic debates with issues such as vaping.  Rotate around to each group and ask for a volunteer to share a statement from the group.
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“Up in Vape:  Exploring the Facts about Vaping” Academy
(Middle/High School) 
Vape Debate 
Correlations
Civics: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems. (7.C4.2)
Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings. (7.C4.3)
Explain challenges people face and opportunities they create in addressing local, regional, and global problems at various times and places. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and take action in local, regional, and global communities. (7.C4.4)  
Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society. (8.C2.2)
Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing public problems. (8.C4.2)
Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning constitutional republic. (HS.C1.1)

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and Collaboration
Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

Health:
Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)
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