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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Fake News: Uncovering Misleading Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk54166691]iCivics:  NewsFeed Defenders Lesson Plan[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This lesson activity is designed to supplement the iCivics.org lesson. The original lesson can be found at www.icivics.org] 

iCivics Link: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/NewsFeed%20Defenders_Ext%20Pack_1.pdf 
(Create your own account to access curriculum)

Formatted for Online Learning
Officer should obtain Administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47101694]Understand that there are benefits and drawbacks to relying on news from social media sites.
· Learn markers of verification, transparency, accountability, and independence in news stories.
· Define and identify problematic news items, and other news-related types of misinformation. 

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· NewsFeed Defenders Extension Pack Teacher’s Guide:  https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/NewsFeed%20Defenders_Ext%20Pack_3.pdf 
· Poll Question (see Step 3)
· A: Pros and Cons (Blank) Activities, p1
· E: Digging Deeper (Blank) Activities, p3
· Newsfeed Defenders iCivics Game:  https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/Guide_Newsfeed%20Defenders_3.pdf 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170461]Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Implementing LRE online with the classroom teacher will also provide support with teaching online.  The teacher can help monitor chats and address raised hands and technical difficulties.
· Follow the system that teachers have in place for online learning and work in conjunction with the teacher to make sure that they have a plan in place to monitor appropriately.
Poll Question:
1. Ask students to tell you where they get their news from in a private chat, is it from social media, tv news reports, radio, etc.  Allow one minute to go by then share a general estimate of the results.
2. Inform students that they will take a poll to see what elements of journalism is most important to them.  
3. Launch the “What Makes News, News?” poll.  When everyone has had an opportunity to respond in the poll, reveal the results and ask for any general comments.  (If poll question option is not available display the question on your screen and response options and instruct the students to enter the letter that represents their choice in a private chat to you.)
Poll Question:  Which one of the following journalistic elements are most important to you?
A. Accuracy: Sources are credited and sited
B. Transparency:  Content’s purpose is clearly labeled
C. Trustworthiness:  legitimate sources
D. Impartiality:  Unbiased coverage, multiple points of view
4. [bookmark: _Hlk54166070]Share the following explanation with students: “Did you know that the term ‘Fake News” was used in a Supreme Court case: New York Times Co. v. Sullivan in 1964?”  
“The Sullivan case arose during the civil rights movement, involving a Montgomery, Alabama, public safety commissioner named L.B. Sullivan, who sued the New York Times after it published a fundraising advertorial that described law enforcement actions designed to discourage protests by activists such as Martin Luther King Jr. and his followers. Sullivan claimed that the ad, which made several factually inaccurate allegations about the Montgomery police, had defamed him personally, even though he was not identified by name or title. In other words, Sullivan claimed the publication was fake news.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/the-ongoing-challenge-to-define-free-speech/getting-to-the-truth/] 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk54166210]Starter Activities:
A. Display on your screen:  A: Pros and Cons (Blank) Activities, p1
B. Follow Teacher Guide: Plan for Display-Ask-Save-Review
C. Ask students to type in the chat box either to whole audience or private, what ‘rules’ should be in place for something to be considered news?  Read off ideas as they are entered.
6. Follow-Up Activity:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk53499768]Display on your screen E: Digging Deeper (Blank) Activities, p3 and review the directions.
B. Inform students that they will be placed in a breakout room to respond to an assigned problem.  Groups should choose a recorder and reporter for the group.  
C. Call on groups with the same problem to report out on one idea.
If Breakout Rooms are not available: (Follow the lesson plan directions)

Lesson Closure:  
1. Instruct students to write a reflection on what if any changes they will make on how they receive their news and/or what they will share with others.  
2. Ask if any students would like to share their thoughts.  
Lesson Extension:  News Defender Game:
1. See Guide NewsFeed Defenders Teacher’s Guide and play the game with your class or assign the game before or after the lesson as homework with an online friend or with their family.  Post a class competition chart with scores.
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“Fake News: Uncovering Misleading Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
iCivics:  NewsFeed Defenders
Correlations

Civics
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. (9‐10.RI.8)

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
(S3.H5.L1)
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