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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Understanding Perspectives” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Logical Fallacy Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk54163369]Understand the meaning of “Logical Fallacy”.
· Learn how logical fallacies can affect civil discourse.
· Identify logical fallacies during online civil discourse.
[bookmark: _Hlk47269234]
Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Discussion Poll Question (see step 1)
· Debate Poll Question (see step 2)
· Logical Fallacy Matching Game Link:  https://www.educaplay.com/learning-resources/7003278-logical_fallacy_matching_game.html 
· Logical Fallacy Matching Game Key Slide 1
· Pizza Dilemma Slide 2
· Pizza Dilemma Slide Key 3

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170461]Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Implementing LRE online with the classroom teacher will also provide support with teaching online.  The teacher can help monitor chats and address raised hands and technical difficulties.

[bookmark: _Hlk47269264]Attention Grabber: 
1. Post the following Discussion Poll Question on your meeting platform’s poll question option.  Instruct the students to enter their response.  (If using a platform that does not have a poll option, poll students by instructing students to enter their response in the chat box.)  
My favorite thing about discussing issues with my peers is…
A. Learning what others think
B. Persuading others to see my point of view
C. Gathering more information on a topic
D. Enjoying social interactions with my peers
2. Reveal the results, then post the Debate Poll Question on the meeting poll question option.  Instruct the students to enter their response.  
My favorite thing about being part of a class debate is…
A. Winning the debate
B. Out thinking the opponents
C. Finding error or inconsistences in opponent’s side
D. Enjoying the academic challenge
3. Reveal the results of the class and allow students to make a few comments.  
4. Point out that there are differences between discussions and debates.  Discussions don’t have a declared winner and there may or may not be a final conclusion.  With a debate, a winner is usually declared, and clear conclusions drawn. This lesson will focus on errors found in debate formats.  
5. Next, instruct the students to enter rules for engaging someone in a discussion or debate in the chat box.  Read off ideas as they are entered.  
Possible Responses: Choose appropriate places and times, both parties want to engage, be willing to understand the other person’s point of view.  Stick with facts and opinions, avoid hearsay and unreliable information, avoid stereotyping or overgeneralizing, stick to the topic, use respectful speech, wait your turn to speak, avoid name-calling or insults, etc. 
[bookmark: _Hlk47265504]
Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. Ask the class to raise their hand icon if they are familiar with the term “Logical Fallacy”.  Call on volunteers to share their ideas. 
7. Explain that a “Logical Fallacy is a term that describes a certain way that someone can make an error or mistake in their thinking, i.e. an error in logic.  Explain that there are many types of logical fallacies, but that the class will be learning about eight (8) general types during the activity. 
8. Provide the Logical Fallacy Matching Game link to students in the chat box.  Open the link and share your screen to demonstrate how to play the game by matching the terms to its correct example.  
9. Explain to students that they will be placed in a breakout room to collaborate with their group to play the game.  A group leader should be chosen to share their screen with the open game link and their group should have mics on to voice possible matches.  When your group has correctly matched the terms, the group leader should click on submit and take a screen shot to report out with.  
10. [bookmark: _Hlk47265542]Allow approximately 7 minutes for this breakout room activity, checking on progress by entering break out rooms; the teacher can check for raised hands/questions.  A group leader may be chosen to send a chat message to you to indicate their group is finished.
11. When the breakout room’s time has ended or all groups have reported that they are finished, debrief the game by calling out a term and asking group volunteers to report on one term and matching example.  (See Mix & Match Key Slide) 
If breakout rooms are not available:
· Provide the link in the chat box and instruct each student to click on the link provided and match the terms on their own.  They should save their results to report out with.
· Call on student volunteers to share one matching term and example.  
12. Explain that now that the students have learned about logical fallacies, they will put their ‘logic detective’ skills to work. 
13. Display the “Pizza Dilemma” slide on your screen and read the introduction and directions.  Explain that students will work with a group in a breakout room to read and discuss which online comments are sound arguments vs. logical fallacies.  If they believe a comment contains a logical fallacy, they should also identify the kind. Groups can scroll the slides down to see the Matching Terms Key.
14. [bookmark: _Hlk51565677]Groups should choose a group leader to record the information and save to their desktop or take a screen shot to report out with.  
15. Allow approximately 10 minutes for this breakout room activity, checking on progress by entering break out rooms; the teacher can check for raised hands/questions.  The group leader may be chosen to send a chat message to you to indicate their group is finished.
16. When the breakout room’s time has ended or all groups have reported that they are finished, debrief the activity by asking group leaders to report on one online comment.  (see Pizza Dilemma Key Slide)
If breakout rooms are not available:
· Display one online comment at a time and the Matching Terms Key and instruct students to enter their responses in the chat box. 
17. Next ask the class to click their hand icon if any of the logical fallacy examples seem familiar from debates the students have had with friends or family.  Call on a few students that clicked their hand icon to share which fallacy they have experienced.  
18. Call out two names at a time to pair up students.  Give the partnership a letter to identify them with.  Instruct the students to share by sending their ideas only to their partner, possible effects, using logical fallacies during a debate or discussion can have.  Call on letters to have one partner report out for their partnership.  Record ideas on a blank document on your screen.
Possible Responses: weakens argument, discredits the speaker, less trust in what they say, wondering what their motive is or why, distracts from the important issues, speaker vulnerable to criticism, less respect, false conclusions, etc.

Lesson Closure:  
1. [bookmark: _Hlk47267983]Display the following statement on your desktop and instruct the students to complete the statement by typing their response in the chat box.
2. Read off entries as they appear.  

“I show respect to the differences in opinions in others by…”
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“Understanding Perspectives” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Logical Fallacy
Correlations

Civics
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. (9‐10.RI.8)

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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