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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk84924445]Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School? Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

[bookmark: _Hlk84924481]Objectives: Students will…
· identify rights protected by the 1st Amendment.
· understand how the 1st Amendment’s free speech applies to school life.
· evaluate examples of 1st Amendment free speech rulings using case law.

Protective Factors: Critical Reasoning Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competencies: Social Awareness

Materials:
· First Amendment survey see pg. 4 (Optional Poll Feature) 
· 1st Amendment language see Step 2
· Facilitator Guide see pgs. 5-6
· Reporting Guidelines handout see pg. 7
· Student poster paper & markers or computer drawing tools or whiteboard feature
· Reporting Guidelines Key see pgs. 8-12
· Reflection Journal Questions see Step 10
· Student Reflection Journals or personal paper

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups.  Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students.  This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

[bookmark: _Hlk85728471]Attention Grabber: 
1. First, provide each student with the link to the First Amendment Survey (see pg. 4). Instruct students to download their own copy. Allow about 5 minutes for the students to take the survey individually and record their own responses on their own paper. (You may also want to use your meeting platform poll feature as an additional activity.)
2. Next, display the 1st Amendment language on your screen. Call on a volunteer to read it aloud to the class.
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”
3. Ask students to call out what protections the 1st Amendment grants. Write or mark each of the protections so all students can see them and refer to them throughout the lesson. Specifically highlight freedom of speech for this lesson. 

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
4. Match students to a partner in the chat box. Instruct them to share with the chat box partner “What is speech?” and “What are some examples of protected speech?” Encourage students to think beyond verbally spoken words. (Examples: yard signs, artwork, flyers, clothing, movies and television shows, theater and dance, online websites or blog, social media posts, written works, symbolic actions, silence, or refusal, etc.) Call on partners to report ideas to the whole group. 
5. [bookmark: _Hlk84411566]Now instruct students to chat with their chat box partner “What limits might exist for freedom of speech? Why would limit(s) exist?” (Examples: lewd or obscene language, threats, or intimidation, lies or slander, blackmail or extortion, plagiarism, etc. see Facilitator Guide with ARS Statutes and explanations pgs. 5-6) Call on partners to report ideas to the whole group. 
6. Next, divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each and inform them that they will collaborate with their group in breakout rooms. 
7. Assign each group one of the following court cases on student speech and the First Amendment to research. Also provide the link to the Reporting Guidelines handout (see pg. 7) to download. Inform students that the handout will contain a suggested link for their research, but they may also use other reliable sites. 
A. Tinker v. Des Moines
B. Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser
C. Mahanoy Area School District v. B.L.
D. Arnold Family v. Barbers Hill Independent School District
E. Morse v. Frederick
F. Canady v. Bossier Parish School Board
G. Wisniewski v. Board of Education of Weedsport Central School District
8. Instruct groups to record answers on a group poster paper or digital whiteboard feature and prepare for a short in-class presentation to share these facts about their court case.
9. During the breakout session, the teacher and officer should separately visit each room to monitor progress and answer any questions that may arise.
10. When the time is up, bring students back to the main room. Allow each small group to debrief their court case by displaying their poster or whiteboard and discussing the points raised per the Reporting Guidelines handout. (1-2 minutes per group, about 10 minutes total) See Reporting Guidelines Handout Key pgs. 8-12
If No Breakout Rooms are Available:
· Assign each student one of the court cases listed in Step 7 on student speech and the 1st Amendment to research. 
· Also provide the link to the Reporting Guidelines handout (see pg. 7) to download. 
· Inform students that the handout will contain a suggested link for their research, but they may also use other reliable sites. Instruct student to research their case, respond to the handout and be ready to report out.
· Call out each court case, one by one and ask the students, assigned that case to share in reporting out using their mics and cameras. See Reporting Guidelines Handout Key pgs. 8-12

Lesson Closure:  
11. Display the following Reflection Journal Questions on your screen.
· What is and is not 1st Amendment protected freedom of speech?
· What surprised you about the 1st Amendment and freedom of speech?
· Do you disagree with any of the court rulings? If so, which one and why?
· Which, if any, of your survey responses would you now change after this lesson? How so?
12. Instruct students to revisit the First Amendment survey they took at the start of the lesson. With their initial responses in mind, record their thoughts in their Reflection Journal.
13. Call on volunteers to share anything they would like to from their Journal.
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School? 
First Amendment Survey
	1. Students should be allowed to express their opinion on campus, even if it is unpopular or hurtful to others.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	2. 2.   Students should be able to post            
3.       whatever they want on social media, 
4.       even if it seems they are bullying others.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	3.   Students should be able to express 
      their opinions about teachers and     
      school administrators on social media.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	4. Students should be able to sing lyrics or 
      promote messages that others might find
      offensive or disagree with at school.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	5. Students should be able say whatever they want in a school speech without administrator approval.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	6.   Students should be able to write about 
      and report on controversial issues in 
      their school newspapers without 
      school administrator approval.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	7. Students should be able to discuss 
      religious topics with others and pray in 
      school, so long as the school does not 
require it for everyone.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	8.   Students should be able to peacefully 
      assemble, march and protest against 
      topics, events, or people with whom 
      they disagree during school hours.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝

	9. Students should be able to petition 
      (Write or give a speech) school 
      administrators who they believe are       
      not serving the needs of students.
	Always
 ⃝
	Sometimes ⃝
	Never
 ⃝
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School?
Facilitator Guide

(Limits speech with abusive or lewd language, yelling that disrupts expectation of peace, speech interrupting a meeting with intent to prevent the business)
13-2904. Disorderly conduct; classification 
A. A person commits disorderly conduct if, with intent to disturb the peace or quiet of a neighborhood, family, or person, or with knowledge of doing so, such person:
1. Engages in fighting, violent or seriously disruptive behavior; or
2. Makes unreasonable noise; or
3. Uses abusive or offensive language or gestures to any person present in a manner likely to provoke immediate physical retaliation by such person; or
4. Makes any protracted commotion, utterance or display with the intent to prevent the transaction of the business of a lawful meeting, gathering or procession; or
5. Refuses to obey a lawful order to disperse issued to maintain public safety in dangerous proximity to a fire, a hazard, or any other emergency; or
6. Recklessly handles, displays, or discharges a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument.
B. Disorderly conduct under subsection A, paragraph 6 is a class 6 felony. Disorderly conduct under subsection A, paragraph 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 is a class 1 misdemeanor.

(Limits using speech to threaten or cause chaos)
13-2903. Riot; classification
A. A person commits riot if, with two or more other persons acting together, such person recklessly uses force or violence or threatens to use force or violence, if such threat is accompanied by immediate power of execution, which disturbs the public peace.
B. Riot is a class 5 felony.

(Limits using speech to cause fear or bullying)
13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
A. A person commits threatening or intimidating if the person threatens or intimidates by word or conduct:
1. To cause physical injury to another person or serious damage to the property of another; or
2. To cause, or in reckless disregard to causing, serious public inconvenience including, but not limited to, evacuation of a building, place of assembly or transportation facility; or
3. To cause physical injury to another person or damage to the property of another to promote, further or assist in the interests of or to cause, induce or solicit another person to participate in a criminal street gang, a criminal syndicate or a racketeering enterprise.

(Limits speech used for knowingly falsely reporting crimes)
13-2907.01. False reporting to law enforcement agencies; classification
A. It is unlawful for a person to knowingly make to a law enforcement agency of either this state or a political subdivision of this state a false, fraudulent, or unfounded report or statement or to knowingly misrepresent a fact for the purpose of interfering with the orderly operation of a law enforcement agency or misleading a peace officer.
B. Violation of this section is a class 1 misdemeanor.

(The following do not have statutes but can be sued in court of laws. If found guilty may have to pay restitution or serve jail time. Limits using speech to lie or make false accusation to harm someone’s reputation. Schools have policies to hold students accountable for violations.)

Defamation-damaging reputations by publishing the falsehoods (Slander) or speaking the falsehoods (libel)

See School Handbook on School Policy and consequences for use of lewd language or insubordination towards authority.

Also see LawForKids.org for more about plagiarism: https://lawforkids.org/school-offenses/plagiarism 
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School?

Reporting Guidelines Handout

First Amendment Freedom of Speech Court Cases

[bookmark: _Hlk85013370]Your group has been assigned to explore the ___________________________________________ court case. Using your device(s), find answers to the following questions about your court case. Record your answers on a group poster paper or whiteboard feature and prepare for the short in-class presentation to share these facts about your court case.

Suggested Research Sites: 
· https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment
(A, B, C, D, E, F)
· https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/casebrief/p/casebrief-wisniewski-ex-rel-wisniewski-v-bd-of-educ# (G)

1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)

2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)

3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)

4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)

5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)

6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)

Be creative with your poster and short presentation! 
Capture your classmates’ attention!
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School?

Reporting Guidelines
Handout Key (answers may vary)

First Amendment Freedom of Speech Court Cases
Sources: 
· https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment
(A, B, C, D, E, F)
· https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/casebrief/p/casebrief-wisniewski-ex-rel-wisniewski-v-bd-of-educ# (G)


A. Tinker v. Des Moines
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
Mary Beth Tinker (plaintiff) was a 13-year-old junior high student who sued the Des Moines Independent community School District (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 1965, a group of students, including Mary Beth, decided to wear black armbands to school to protest the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War and support a truce. The school principal suspended the students.
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
The wearing of armbands is protected free speech on school campuses. “Students do not lose their First Amendment rights to freedom of speech when they enter school property.”
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
For the school to have leverage in stopping the students from wearing armbands, the actions must “materially and substantially interfere” with the school’s learning environment. The Supreme Court ruled the wearing of an armband did not.
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
[bookmark: _Hlk84501386]Student answers may vary

B. Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser
1. [bookmark: _Hlk84421780]Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
Matthew Fraser (plaintiff) was a high school junior who sued the Bethel School District No. 403 (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 1986, before a student assembly at school, Matthew gave a speech about student office elections. His speech contained sexual references, so school officials suspended him.
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
Although Matthew sued the school district and won in a lower federal court, the school district took the case to the US Supreme Court and won. The court cited the need to protect students from inappropriate and lewd speech while on school campus.
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
Building off previous free speech cases on school campuses, the court stated, “it is a highly appropriate function of public-school education to prohibit the use of vulgar and offensive terms in public discourse” and that sexual speech is distinct from political speech, like in the Tinker case.
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary

C. Mahanoy Area School District v. B.L.
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
B.L. (plaintiff) was a high school student who sued the Mahanoy Area School District (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 2018, after B.L. had tried out for the high school’s varsity cheerleading squad, she learned she did not make it. During the weekend off-campus, B.L. vented on Snapchat posting a picture of herself and a caption using the F-word about the school, softball team, and cheer squad. Lots of her peers saw the post and shared it with coaches and school officials. B.L. was then suspended from the JV cheer squad.
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of B.L. 
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
The basis for this decision was based on the fact B.L.’s actions and speech took place off-campus, which is the zone of parent responsibility, not the school’s. Also, her speech did not cause “substantial disruption” to the learning environment or threaten to harm the rights of others.
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary

D. Arnold Family v. Barbers Hill Independent School District
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
As plaintiffs, the Arnold family (Everett De’Andre Arnold, Sandy Arnold, K.B. Arnold, and Cindy Bradford) filed a lawsuit against the Barbers Hill Independent School District (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 2020, the Barbers Hill Independent School District suspended De’Andre because he wore his hair in locks. The school district said it wasn’t about the style, but rather the length. De’Andre was given the choice to either cut his hair or not be allowed to return to school nor attend his graduation ceremony.
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
The court ruled in De’Andre’s favor, citing that the “wearing one's hair in a particular manner is capable of communicating one's religion or heritage” and is a First Amendment free speech protected action.
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
Not only is De’Andre’s hair style protected by free speech, but the school district’s actions were discriminatory and selectively enforced. The Court stated, “evidence in the record of selective enforcement, procedural irregularities, and increasingly restrictive amendments [to the dress and grooming policy], coupled with the lack of a persuasive justification for the hair-length policy.”
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary

E. Morse v. Frederick
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
Joseph Frederick, an 18-year-old Alaska high school student and plaintiff of the case, sued his school principal, Deborah Morse (defendant). 
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 2002, Joseph skipped school to attend the Winter Olympics torch relay. Wanting to get on TV, Joseph displayed a banner that read “Bong hits for Jesus.” His school principal saw him and the banner and subsequently suspended him. Joseph disagreed and filed suit, stating his First Amendment right to freedom of speech was violated.
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
While initial courts ping ponged the verdict, Principal Morse took the case to the U.S. Supreme Court. There, the court ruled in Principal Morse’s favor, stating that “schools may take steps to safeguard those entrusted to their care from speech that can reasonably be regarded as encouraging illegal drug use.”
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)

The court pointed to the fact that while the event took place off campus, the Olympic torch relay was an approved “social event” taking place during school hours and that schools nor school-sanctioned events should not be encouraging nor celebrating illegal drug use.
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary

F. Canady v. Bossier Parish School Board
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
A group of 40 plus parents (plaintiff) filed a lawsuit against Bossier Parish School Board (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
During the 1999-2000 academic year, the Bossier Parish School Board decided to require all students to wear uniforms under the rationale this would reduce behavioral issues and improve test scores. Forty parents opposed this idea and filed a lawsuit stating this policy “violated their children’s First Amendment rights to free speech, failed to account for religious preferences, and denied their children’s liberty interest to wear the clothing of their choice in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment.”
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the school district in that the policy for students to wear uniforms did not infringe on their First Amendment rights.
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
The court cited the fact students were able to “express their views through other mediums during the school day” and that the uniform policy would pass constitutional scrutiny of First Amendment rights.
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary

G. Wisniewski v. Board of Education of Weedsport Central School District
1. Who is involved in your court case?
(Who is the plaintiff? Defendant?)
Aaron Wisniewski (plaintiff) was an 8th grade student attending Weedsport Central School District (defendant).
2. What is the main concern or event that happened?
(What happened, where, when, etc.)
In 2007, Aaron used AOL Instant Messenger to send a violent image about a teacher to his peers. The image contained a pistol shooting a bullet at another person’s head. The school board suspended Aaron based on the image disrupting the educational environment. Aaron decided to sue, stating his First Amendment rights were violated. 
3. How has the court ruled on this court case?
(What was the final decision?)
The court sided with the school and school board. 
4. What was the basis or reason for the court’s decision to rule that way?
(Why did the court make this decision?)
The court stated the making and disseminating of such an image “crosses the boundary of protected speech and constitutes student conduct that poses a reasonably foreseeable risk that the icon would come to the attention of school authorities and that it would materially and substantially disrupt the work and discipline of the school.”
5. What makes this court case significant for students today?
(How does this affect you or your peers?)
Student answers may vary
6. What are your group’s thoughts on the court case outcome?
(Are you in agreement with the outcome? What alternative outcome would you prefer?)
Student answers may vary
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Speech: Can I Say That at School? 
Correlations
Standards (6th-12th):
	
English Language Arts (anchor standards)
• RI.1: Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
• RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
• RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
• RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
• W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
• W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
• W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
• W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
• SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
• L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
• L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	
History and Social Science (anchor standards)
•  SP2:  Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
•  C1:  Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political system. 
•  C2:  Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
•  C4:  Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
	
Educational Technology (concept standards)
• Strand 1, Concept 1: Use technology to generate knowledge and new ideas.
• Strand 1, Concept 4: Use technology to create original works in innovative ways.
• Strand 2, Concept 1: Communicate and collaborate with others employing a variety of digitals environments and media. 
• Strand 2, Concept 2: Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.
• Strand 3, Concept 2: Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
Strand 4, Concept 1: Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigations. 
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