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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk84925289]Student’s Rights with Off-Campus Speech Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk84925303]understand how technology has impacted the way we express ourselves.
· examine both sides of the issue of a Supreme Court Ruling.
· practice respectfully sharing opinions and listening to the opinions of others.

Protective Factors: Decision-Making Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· Meeting platform whiteboard or other blank word document to display on screen
· LawForKids.org “What Do You Think”: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think (1st Amendment Question: Do you think students have the right to use social media to post their opinions about school without consequences from school administrators?
· News article: https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-supreme-court-hands-victory-cheerleader-free-speech-case-2021-06-23/
· Optional Platform Poll Feature see Step 13
· Student Reflective Journal

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· [bookmark: _Hlk81994619]Following the system that teachers have in place for online learning and work in conjunction with the teacher to make sure ensure breakout rooms and chats are monitored appropriately.
[bookmark: _Hlk85729185]Attention Grabber: 
1. Display a whiteboard or other interactive document on your screen. Provide the link to the document for students to record on the document with you. Instruct students to brainstorm with you, ways to use today’s technology to express themselves. Students may enter their idea on the whiteboard or word document or enter in the chat box for you to enter on the shared document for the class to see.
2. Call on a volunteer to read off ideas as they are entered. Then, display the text of the 1st Amendment on your screen.

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

3. Call on a volunteer to read the text aloud to the class. Explain to students that this lesson will focus on “freedom of speech” off campus. 
4. Explain that “abridging the freedom of speech…means that the government may not jail, fine, or impose civil liability on people or organizations based on what they say or write, except in exceptional circumstances.”[footnoteRef:1] Further explain that “civil liability” refers to being forced to pay damages or fines for injury. [1:  https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/interpretation/amendment-i/interps/266 ] 

5. Now call attention to “exceptional circumstances”. Remind students of some of the following types of speech that may not be protected under the 1st amendment: 
· Obscenity
· fraud
· plotting illegal conduct or inciting others to lawless actions
· threats or speech that causes panic or fear
· speech that violates intellectual property laws
· defamation (a person’s speech that harms another’s reputation may be sued for damages and made to stop)
6. Now ask the class what are some school consequences that a student may receive if they used any of these forms of speech in class. Instruct students to enter their responses in the chat box. 
Possible Responses: sent to office, detention/suspension, parents called, banned from extracurricular school activities, asked to apologize, etc. 
7. Explain that schools are given power by the state government to exercise authority and discipline over students to maintain a safe and orderly school environment. (15-341. General powers and duties; immunity; delegation) This next activity will provide an opportunity to look at a school’s disciplinary actions that led to a Supreme Court ruling.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
8. Display the LawForKids.org page on “What Do You Think? Poll questions:  https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think. Scroll to the 1st Amendment section and land on the following. Ask a volunteer to read the text and the question to the class. 

In June 2021, the United States Supreme Court ruled that a former cheerleader who wrote a Snapchat post that included profanity about her school, is protected by the First Amendment. The Court decided that schools have the power to punish student speech that occurs online if it disrupts classroom study but did not find the former cheerleader’s post to be disruptive. Read more here!

Do you think students have the right to use social media while off campus to post their opinions about school without consequences from school administrators?

9. Inform students that they will be placed in breakout rooms for 10 minutes to collaborate with their group. Provide links in the chat box to the following news article: https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-supreme-court-hands-victory-cheerleader-free-speech-case-2021-06-23/. 
10. Explain that groups should divide the article among their members and read their assigned section aloud to their group, looking for both sides of the issue. 
11. Then, groups should consider the poll question and list 2-3 reasons why someone might vote, “Yes” to the question and 2-3 reasons why someone might vote, “No” to the question. Remind students to think of both sides of the issue from the point to of view of others and not their personal point of view yet. 
12. Assure students that later, they will have an opportunity to voice their personal vote and reasons why. (Provide the poll question in the breakout rooms or the link for students to access in the breakout rooms.)
13. When the time is up, bring the class back to the main room. Call on each group to provide one reason for a “Yes” vote and one reason for a “No” vote. Each group should try to provide a response different than what was already reported.
If Breakout Rooms are Not Available:
· Ask students to enter in a private chat box reasons for a “Yes” vote. Call out the responses as they are entered. 
· Then, ask students to enter in a private chat box, reasons for a “No” vote. Call out the responses as they are entered. 
12. Now, inform the class that they will have an opportunity to share their opinions. First, ask the class to enter in the chat box some rules for conduct when peers are sharing their opinions. Read off ideas as they are entered. 
13. Display the question again on your meeting platform poll feature. 

Poll Question: 
Do you think students have the right to use social media while off campus to post their opinions about school without consequences from school administrators?
· Yes
· No
· Undecided

14. Instruct students to enter their choice and submit. Reveal the results then ask a few students from the different responses to share their reasons. Remind the listening audience it is not a debate but an exchange of ideas and opinions and to listen respectfully. However, they may ask questions of the speaker to understand their point of view. 
If You Don’t Have Access To A Poll Feature:
· Display the question and optional responses on your screen. 
· Instruct students to enter their choice in a private chat to you.
· Tally the results and share with the class.
· Call on a few volunteers to share their response and reasons why. 
· Remind the listening audience it is not a debate but an exchange of ideas and opinions and to listen respectfully, however they may ask questions of the speaker to understand their point of view. 
15. Submit the class majority vote on the LawForKids.org poll question: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think and reveal the outcome.

Lesson Closure:  
16. Instruct the students to write a journal reflection on the following statements: Why is it important to be respectful when expressing your freedom of speech and listening to others respectfully?
17. Call on volunteers to share their responses.
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Student’s Rights with Off-Campus Speech 
Correlations
Standards (6th-12th):

English Language Arts (anchor standards)
• RI.1: Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
• RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
• RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
• RI.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
• RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
• RI.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
• W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
• SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
• SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
• L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
• L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

History and Social Science (anchor standards)
•  SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
•  C1:  Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political system. 
•  C2:  Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
•  C3:  An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the principles these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about law, politics, and government are essential to effective citizenship.
•  C4:  Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
	
Educational Technology (concept standards)
• Strand 1, Concept 1: Use technology to generate knowledge and new ideas.
• Strand 2, Concept 1: Communicate and collaborate with others employing a variety of digitals environments and media. 
• Strand 2, Concept 2: Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.
• Strand 4, Concept 1: Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigations.
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