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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Understanding Perspectives” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Talking About Issus That Matter Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Officer should obtain Administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand the need for rules when discussing issues.
· Learn respectful responses to disagreeing comments. 
· Apply respectful communication when discussing an issue. 

Protective Factor Developed: Academic Achievement
SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Discussion Poll Question (See Step 1)
· LawForKids.org Poll Question:  https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think
“Do you think that schools should offer both in-person learning and online learning right away from the first day of school?” 
· Word Document with Lesson Closure Statement: “I show respectful curiosity about differences by…”

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170461]Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Implementing LRE online with the classroom teacher will also provide support with teaching online.  The teacher can help monitor chats and address raised hands and technical difficulties.
· Follow the system that teachers have in place for online learning and work in conjunction with the teacher to make sure that they have a plan in place to monitor appropriately.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk52200184][bookmark: _Hlk52264770][bookmark: _Hlk51856304]Display the Discussion Poll Question on the poll feature or on a word document.  Instruct the participants to enter their response either on the poll feature or in the chat box.  
My favorite thing about discussing issues with my peers is…
A. Learning what others think
B. Persuading others to see my point of view
C. Gathering more information on a topic
D. Enjoying social interactions with my peers

2. Show the results from the poll feature or tally the responses in the chat box. Elaborate with comments and invite the class to so the same.  
3. Next, instruct the students to enter in the chat box, rules for discussing social issues relating to politics, religion, current events, that demonstrates respect for differences and enables everyone to feel included in the discussion and treated fairly.  
4. Read off ideas as they are entered.  
Possible Responses: Choose appropriate places and times, both parties want to engage, be willing to understand the other person’s point of view.  Stick with facts and opinions, avoid hearsay and unreliable information, avoid stereotyping or overgeneralizing, stick to the topic, use respectful speech, wait your turn to speak, avoid name-calling or insults, respect that other people have a right to their opinion or choice, ask clarifying questions, repeat  or summarize the speaker’s point of view to show you are listening, comment on parts you agree with and then how you differ, etc.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
5. [bookmark: _Hlk47265504][bookmark: _GoBack]Open the LawForKids.org website and click on “Get Involved”.  Share the link in the chat box with the students:  https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think.  Scroll to the education topic with the following question: “Do you think that schools should offer both in-person learning and online learning right away from the first day of school?” 
6. Call on a volunteer to read the entire paragraph above the question and then the question.  Inform the class that they will be placed in a breakout room to collaborate with their group to list reasons someone would vote, “Yes” and then list reasons why someone would vote, “No” on this question. 
7. Divide students into small groups of 4-6 students each and move to breakout rooms for 8 minutes.  When the time is up, move groups back to the main room.
If breakout rooms are unavailable:
· Display a shared document on your screen labeled,  Reasons for a ‘yes’ vote: and Reasons for a ‘No’ vote:
· Instruct students record their own ideas on their own paper or word document.
· Call on student volunteers to add one idea to either label.
· Proceed with Step 10.
8. Display a shared document on your screen labeled,  Reasons for a ‘yes’ vote: and Reasons for a ‘No’ vote:
9. Call on groups to type one response for both labels.
10. Next, invite students to share their personal opinions and reasons in an informal debate.  Remind students of their class rules for discussing social issues relating to politics, religion, current events, that demonstrates respect for differences and enables everyone to feel included in the discussion and treated fairly.  
10. Instruct students to use their hand icon to speak and wait until you call on them.   
11. After most students have shared different opinions and reasons, call for a class vote.  Post the question either on your word document or on your meeting platform’s poll feature with the “Yes”, “No” and “Undecided” options.  
12. Instruct the class to cast their vote either on the poll feature or in the chat box.  When you receive all votes, reveal the results.
13. Enter the results ion the LawForKids.org website and click submit.  Allow for any discussion on the website results.  
14. Ask the class to enter in the chat box what differences does it make to have rules for class discussions and respectful responses?  Read off ideas as they come in.  

Lesson Closure:  
1. [bookmark: _Hlk47267983]Display the following statement on the screen.
2. Instruct the students to complete the statement by typing their response in the chat box.
3. Read off entries as they appear.  

“I show respectful curiosity about differences by…”
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“Understanding Perspectives” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Talking About Issus That Matter Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Correlations
Civics
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-12 S4C1 PO1 Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
6-8 S5C2 PO1 Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
6-8 S5C2 PO6 Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
6-12 S8C1 PO2 Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
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