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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk191457732]School Threats Community Lesson (Elementary)
This lesson is intended for the families of the students. Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Participants will learn how to identify and respond to dangerous situations at school. 
· Participants will understand the difference between snitching and reporting.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Video: https://youtu.be/Q98SV63-EAs?si=1RQKuNE64QPGDAOI
· Scenarios, 1 copy per pair
· Facilitator Guide, 1 per facilitator
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Warning Signs of Youth Violence, print pages 1-3, 1 copy per participant: https://www.apa.org/topics/physical-abuse-violence/youth-warning-signs
· Sticky Note, 1 per participant

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Introduce yourself and explain your role as a School Resource Officer. Thank everyone for coming and share the objectives for this meeting and your school site’s data on the topic.

Lesson:
1. Begin the activity by placing participants into small groups of 3 or 4 people in each. 
2. Explain that the following video gives insight into why reporting matters and how communities can play a role in preventing tragedies.
3. Show the video from Maricopa County Attorney Rachel Mitchell: https://youtu.be/Q98SV63-EAs?si=1RQKuNE64QPGDAOI
4. Explain to participants that they will be reviewing scenarios and deciding who the situation should be reported to.
5. Divide participants into pairs and distribute the scenarios to each pair. Instruct them to work together to decide who they should report to, if anyone.
6. Ask for a volunteer to read scenario #1 aloud and share which box under ‘Report to’ they chose.
7. Ask for a few pairs to share which option they selected and why.
8. Use the facilitators’ guide to share the explanation for that scenario. Please review your school’s policy for each scenario prior to this lesson.
9. Repeat this process until all scenarios have been discussed.
10. Now let’s explore the term snitching. Ask participants what’s the difference between being a snitch and being a responsible reporter?
11. Have a few participants share their thoughts.
12. The facilitator will explain that snitching is to tell in order to get someone in trouble. Reporting is to tell in order to keep others safe.
13. Provide each group with large paper and markers. Instruct them to divide their paper into a T-chart and labeling one side ‘snitching’ and the other ‘reporting’.
14. Have the participants discuss in their groups: “How did we use the term snitch as teens?” “How do our children use it today?”
15. Have the groups brainstorm what they believe would be examples of snitching and reporting and write them on the T-chart in the appropriate places.
16. Ask the groups to share their findings.
17. Explain: When we model responsible reporting, we empower our children to speak up when something isn’t right. Students help reduce dangerous situations in school if they report suspicious or dangerous activity. They are more likely to learn about it than adults. It is necessary to teach youth the importance of reporting.
18. Ask for a few participants to share what they think might be warning signs of youth violence.
19. Explain that warning signs can be long standing factors or can be new changes in behavior. No single sign means a child is violent but when multiple signs appear together, it’s time to take action.
20. Hand out to each participant and go over the warning signs of youth violence from the American Psychological Association.
21. Debrief the lesson by having the participants write on sticky notes one way they can help prevent youth violence. Then, challenge them to come up with a slogan that encourages reporting (instead of the harmful “snitches get stitches” saying) that they could share with their elementary student to promote speaking up and keeping others safe.
22. Collect sticky notes as participants exit and review to ensure they understand the content.
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