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School Threats Community Lesson (Elementary)
Facilitator Guide
	Scenario 1: 
During dinner, your child tells you they saw one student hit another student on the arm during recess. Then the students smiled and continued playing. 

Report to:
☒No one
☐School
☐Police

Explanation:
If the kids were smiling and kept playing, it likely was rough play between friends. It doesn’t need to be reported right away. However, if it keeps happening or someone starts looking upset, tell your child to let a teacher know. Schools are responsible for keeping students safe. If physical play becomes unsafe or turns into bullying, it should be reported so staff can step in. (A.R.S. §15-341). Also explain to your student why physical play should not occur at school.
	Scenario 2:
Your child shows you a drawing they found on the classroom floor. Under the drawing it says, “Go to school tomorrow if you want to get hurt.”   

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☒Police

Explanation:
Since this takes place after school, notifying the police as soon as possible is important. The school should also be notified but leaving a voicemail or email does not guarantee it will be seen before the next school day. Under A.R.S. § 13-2921, making threats of violence is a criminal offense. 
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	Scenario 3: 
You overhear your child talking to their friend and they say, “At lunch, I saw a student take a pocketknife out of their lunch box.”

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☐Police

Explanation:
Under A.R.S. § 13-3102, bringing knives or weapons to school is not allowed. The school can investigate and if necessary, notify law enforcement. Explain to your student why pocket knives should not go to school. 

	Scenario 4:
Your child tells you about a student in their class who talks a lot about fighting and scary games. Lately your child noticed the student sits by himself and doesn’t talk much.

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☐Police

Explanation:
There is no crime. However, notifying the school will allow them to reach out to the student and offer resources if needed.
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