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School Threats Community Lesson (Middle/High)
Facilitator Guide
	Scenario 1: 
Your child tells you they saw one student punch another student on the arm in the hallway during passing period. The student who got punched seemed fine and walked off.   

Report to:
☒No one
☒School
☐Police

Explanation:
More context would be needed to determine if the interaction was friendly or something more. If anything, your child could let their teacher know what they saw.

	Scenario 2:
Your child shows you a social media post from a few days ago about a rumor that a student brought a gun to school. There is a photo attached but it is blurry.

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☒Police


Explanation:
A rumor about someone else would not necessarily constitute a threat. However, notifying the school will allow them to investigate and if necessary, notify law enforcement. Under A.R.S. § 13-3102, bringing knives or weapons to school is not allowed.  
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	Scenario 3: 
Your child tells you about a kid in their class who is always saying inappropriate things and seems to be fascinated by violent games and movies. Lately your child noticed the other child has become withdrawn and doesn’t talk to anyone.

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☐Police

Explanation:
There is no crime. However, notifying the school will allow them to reach out to the student and offer resources if needed.

	Scenario 4:
Your child shows you a school group chat on social media. One student said, “Don’t go to school tomorrow if you don’t want to get hurt.”   

Report to:
☐No one
☒School
☒Police

Explanation:
Since this takes place after school, notifying the police as soon as possible is important. The school should also be notified but leaving a voicemail or email does not guarantee it will be seen before the next school day. Under A.R.S. § 13-2921, making threats of violence is a criminal offense. 
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