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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk191457732]Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
Truancy Prevention Community Lesson
This lesson is intended for the families of the students. Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Participants will understand truancy and how it applies to them.
· Participants will learn the legal consequences of their student missing more than 10% of school.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Consequence Cards- 1 set for whole group
· Parent, Student, Both Signs, 1 set for whole group
· Attendance & Readiness: https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/ASR-Mini-Report-Attendance-Readiness-and-Third-Grade-Outcomes-7-8-11.pdf Print pages 11, 12, 15-17, 1 page per group
· 3 posters labeled for the group
· Different colored sticky notes, 1 per group
· Parents’ Guide to Truancy, Who Can I Contact for Help; https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/grants/226229.pdf; print pages 32-33, 1 set for each participant
· [bookmark: _Hlk191303237]Tape
Prior to the lesson:
· Post parent & student sign on opposite sides of the room and both sign in the middle of the room
· Post three large posters around the room with the following questions:
Poster 1- Family
Poster 2- School
Poster 3- Community

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Introduce yourself; explain your role as a School Resource Officer and thank everyone for coming; share the objectives for this meeting and your school site’s data on truancy.
Lesson:
1. Begin the activity by placing participants into small groups of 3 or 4 people in each. You might want to try to mix up groups so that there is a different representative of the community in each group such as a parent, teacher & business owner.
2. Have each small group introduce themselves to each other and brainstorm together as a group, a slogan for staying in school such as ‘Be cool, stay in school!’ Ask the groups to choose a spokesperson who will introduce the group to the audience and share their group’s slogan.  
3. Facilitator will explain the definition of Truancy.
    ARS 15-802: A. Every child between the ages of six and sixteen years shall attend a school and shall be provided instruction in at least the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies and science.  The person who has custody of the child shall choose a public, private or charter school or a homeschool as defined in this section to provide instruction or shall sign a contract to participate in an Arizona empowerment scholarship account pursuant to section 15-2402.
Essentially this means that going to school is required by law.
4. In their groups ask them to discuss and come up with an answer for the following question. Have a few groups share before providing the answer.
How many days do you think a student can miss in a year before it is considered excessive and why does it matter? 
Facilitator note: (ARS 15-803 – Absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds 10% of the required attendance days.) Typically, that means in a 180-day school year, more than 18 days would be excessive.
5. The facilitator will explain that schools may consider absences excused or unexcused but both count towards the 10% limit. A parent that fails to ensure their child attends school may be guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor.
6. Divide the consequence cards as evenly as possible amongst the groups. Tell the groups they have been given cards which contain possible legal consequences for being truant. They are to discuss the consequences and decide if the consequences would be for the parent, the student, or both. 
7. Point out the “parent, student, both” signs posted around the room and instruct the small groups to tape their cards under the appropriate sign after they have discussed the answer in their group. 
8. The facilitator will go over each consequence posted and who receives the consequence.
Facilitator note: [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.pvschools.net/our-district/newsroom/news-details/~board/campo-bello-news/post/attendance-matters-introduction-to-the-cuts-program-at-campo-bello ] 

Both: Citation, Education Class, Court
Student: Tutoring, Counseling, No driver’s license until 18, Community Service Hours
Parent: Pay a fine, Diversion fee, Jail
9. Distribute an attendance and readiness page to each group. Ask participants to review the data and discuss it within their group. After two minutes, groups will pass the data clockwise to the next group. This process will continue until all groups have reviewed the data. The facilitator will circulate and engage in discussion with each group.
10. Ask participants to talk with their groups about the following questions: 
What makes it hard for you as a parent to get your child or children to school every day?
What motivates and helps you to get your child to school despite these challenges?
11. Have volunteers share their responses.
12. Next, point out the 3 posters around the room. Inform them that they will think about what it takes to get a child to school every day. 
13. Pass out different colored sticky notes to each group. 
14. Instruct the groups to discuss their ideas for poster #1. They will record their answers on a sticky note and place the sticky note on poster 1. The facilitator will read the answers on poster 1 and add any additional answers that weren’t mentioned using the facilitators guide below.
Facilitators Guide:
Family
· Set a regular bedtime and morning routine to make sure children get enough sleep and wake up ready for school
· Make medical appointments when school is not in session
· Avoid taking vacation when school is in session
· Send your child to school every day unless they are truly sick
· Develop backup plans for getting your child to school if something comes up 
· Ensure school has up-to-date contact information to maintain communication
· Consider an online school if transportation is an issue and/or if the student would feel more comfortable with online learning
School
· System to monitor and reward students with good attendance
· Classroom activities that build connectedness with teacher and peers
· Welcoming school climate of friendliness, helpfulness, and respect
· Law related education that informs students of the legal, social, economic and academic impact of truancy 
· Incorporate alternative disciplinary practices to keep students at school 
· Following up with parents when a student misses school
Community
· Connect with neighbors as a resource for support
· Create a study group to provide academic support for students
· Provide Parents’ Guide to Truancy, Who Can I Contact for Help to participants
15. Repeat the process until all posters have been answered and reviewed. 
16. Debrief the lesson by having participants write on a sticky note an exclamatory sentence (one thing they learned) or an interrogative sentence (one question they still have about truancy).
17. Collect sticky notes as participants exit and review to ensure they understand the content.
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