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“Understanding and Engaging your 1st Amendment Right”: Academy
Middle/High
Civil Discourse Lesson Plan
Pre-approval from school administrator is recommended

Objectives:  Students will…
· Learn what rights the 1st Amendment protects
· Understand how civil discourse can protect 1st Amendment rights
· Practice non-violent responses to opposing points of view

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Slips containing a copy of the 1st Amendment-1 per student
· Optional:  slips containing the different example assignments- A different slip per group
· Civil Discourse Tip Sheet

Timeframe: 50 Minutes
Activity 1: Teach your partner 1st Amendment Rights
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Hand each participant a copy of the 1st Amendment.  Instruct the groups to pair up.  Explain that partners will review the 1st Amendment and then take turns explaining it in their own words to their partner-no reading from the copy.   
3. Ask for volunteers from the class to provide one right contained in the First Amendment.  Record responses on the board. (religion, speech, press, assembly, petition government)
4. Next, ask the groups to discuss circumstances when those rights may not be protected under the law.  Rotate around to each group, asking a volunteer to report one idea from their group.  
Possible responses:  (Remind students that any examples would probably be tried in a court of law before determining if the action is protected under the 1st Amendment or not:  violence, aggression, threats or intimidation; some forms of hate speech; inciting violence; supporting terrorism; slander, libel or defamation; publishing intellectual property of others)
5. Explain to the class that when citizens are participating in their 1st Amendment rights, others may disagree or be offended.  Reactions from either side or both may cause conflict. Sometimes conflicts, if not handled in a civil matter, may escalate into violence and both sides at fault may have legal consequences.
Activity 2: Consequences of violent and nonviolent reactions
1. Assign each group one of the examples listed below.  Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of at least 10 possible reactions someone may have when they disagree or are offended by someone else’s free expression.  
Examples:  
· Protest signs for or against raising the minimum wage
· Public display of historical monuments to confederate heroes
· Marchers/Protestors on healthcare issues
· Reliability of news media
· Legislative bill on teen use of cell phones while driving

2. Instruct the groups to label their ideas with a ‘V’ for violent reaction and ‘NV’ for nonviolent reactions. Next, the groups should add any possible consequences they think could happen from each reaction.
3. Rotate around to each group and ask them to share one violent and one nonviolent reaction and consequence.  Continue to rotate around to each group until all ideas have been reported on. 
Possible consequences from violence:  escalated dangers and harm, arrested, fined, jailed, retaliation, alienation from others who disagree with your reactions, etc.
Possible consequences from nonviolent Reactions:   exchange of ideas, understand the opposing view point, compromise, mutual respect, agree to disagree, the opponent may become more upset-his reaction to no confrontation may escalate, opponent may retreat, may change your mind or theirs, etc.

Activity 3:  Civil Discourse Practice
1. Inform students that there are civil ways to disagree and voice your opinions with others. Share the following quote from the National Institute for Civil Discourse.   “Civil discourse is the free and respectful exchange of different ideas. It entails questioning and disputing, but doing so in a way that respects and affirms all persons, even while critiquing their arguments.” http://www.revivecivility.org/civility 
2. Instruct the students to turn to their partner and restate the quote in their own words.  Ask for a few volunteers to share their interpretation with the class.   
3. Hand each participant a tip sheet for civil discourse.  Review briefly with the class and ask if there are any other tips they think should be added to the list.  
4. Next, instruct each group to use their previously assigned example from Activity 2 (also see PPT resource slides) and draft a scenario where the conflict is handled with some of the tips from the Civil Discourse Tip Sheet instead of disrespect or violence.  
5. Ask for a few partners to act out their scenario for the class.  

Debrief:
1. Ask the students to discuss with their partner what effect nonviolent actions, as opposed to violent actions, can have on exercising your 1st Amendment rights? Ask for a few volunteers from different groups to share.
2. Next, ask the partners to discuss what effects nonviolent reactions, as opposed to violent reactions, can have on protection of 1st Amendment rights?  Ask for a few volunteers from different groups to share. 
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“Understanding and Engaging your 1st Amendment Right”: Academy
Middle/High
Civil Discourse
Correlations

Civics and Government
Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)
Describe the importance of citizens being actively involved in the democratic process (i.e., voting, student government, involvement in political decision making, analyzing issues, petitioning public officials).
7-8 S3C4 PO3
Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: analyzing public issues and policy making.
(HS S3C4 PO3)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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