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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court. 

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
What is Teen Court? Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· share what they already know about Teen Court.
· learn new information about Teen Court.
· ask questions about Teen Court.

Protective Factor Developed: Empathy for Others
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· Large Poster Paper (per group)
· Markers (per group)
· Video of Teen Court (2 options)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnOQfj1d7gw
· https://www.njtvonline.org/news/video/jury-of-ones-peers-newarks-youth-court-lets-kids-run-the-courtroom/

Timeframe: 45 Minutes

Activity: 
1. Provide each group with a piece of large poster paper and marker.  Ask groups to use their marker to split their paper into the following three sections: Know/Learned/Questions
2. Have students brainstorm in their group to complete the “Know” section of their paper.  They should write down anything they have heard or experienced that explains what Teen Court is.  Provide 5 minutes for this brainstorm.
3. Next, show students a video that gives an overview of Teen Court.  If you have a preferred video, you  may use that video for this activity.
4. When it is over, ask students to work with their groups to complete the “Learned” section of their paper.  They should include anything new or reinforced that they learned from the video.  They should also cross out any incorrect items from their “Know” section. 
5. Select one group to report out on their “Learned” section and elaborate or correct on key points.
6. Ask the remaining groups to report out anything that was not included from their “Learned” section of their paper. 
7. Next, have the small groups discuss any lingering questions they have about Teen Court and share out.
8. The facilitator should answer questions as they arise.  All poster papers should be posted so that the questions can be referred to over time.

Debrief: Ask students to share one thing they are looking forward to with their participation in Teen Court.
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