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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.  

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
Restorative or Traditional Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the definitions of restorative and traditional consequences.
· learn the differences between restorative and traditional consequences.
· explore how Teen Court uses restorative consequences.

Protective Factor Developed: Empathy for Others
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· 
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· Large Poster Paper
· Markers 
· Middle School Teen Court Manual 2nd Edition.
· Restorative and Traditional Comparison Handout (1pp)-pg. 8 of manual
· Teen Court Consequence Cards Handout (1 per each faculty)
· Teen Court Consequence Cards (1 set per group)
· Traditional and Restorative Signs
· Restorative Justice Scenario (1pp)-pg. 72-73 of manual
· Scenario Answer Key (1pp)-pg. 78 of manual


Timeframe: 45 Minutes

Activity: 
1. The facilitator should write two phrases on the whiteboard, “Restorative Consequences” and “Traditional Consequences”.
2. Divide the class into groups of 4-5 students each.  
3. Ask each group to brainstorm definitions for each and share out. 
4. Provide a comparison of the two consequences by distributing the Restorative and Traditional Comparison handout.  
5. Ask the groups to compare the two types of consequences and discuss the differences between them.
6. Each group should report out one difference until all differences are discussed.
7. Explain that Teen Court uses Restorative Consequences.  When a juvenile participates in Teen Court, their consequence must relate to the offense so that it helps the juvenile understand why the offense was negative.  Restorative consequences focus on how the offense harmed someone instead of the actual offense.  In this way, repairs can be made to make the victim whole again.
8. Explain to the group that they will each receive a set of Teen Court Consequence Cards.  The group should determine if the consequence is traditional or restorative and why they chose that answer.
9. To report out, the facilitator should post a “Traditional” sign on one side of the room and “Restorative” on the other.  Groups should elect one person from their group to be their groups’ spokesperson.
10. The facilitator should read two examples of traditional consequences and two examples of restorative consequences (one at a time) and allow the groups’ spokesperson to move to the side of the room that represents their answer.  Then call on one person from each side to explain.
11. After all four examples have been asked and answered, have the spokespeople return to their small groups.
12. Provide each group with the Restorative Justice Scenario handout.  Each group should read the scenario and then answer the questions following.
13. Each group will report out and faculty should elaborate or correct when needed.  The facilitator can use the answer key if needed. 

Debrief: Ask each group to share one example of how restorative justice will benefit their school.  
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