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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court. 

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
Teen Court Roles – Attorney Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· begin to explore the different roles in Teen Court.
· understand the role of the Teen Court Attorney.
· learn about the similarities and differences between the prosecuting attorney and defense attorney.

Protective Factor Developed: Decision Making Skills
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Relationship Skills

Materials:
· 
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· Handheld White Board (1 per group)
· Dry Erase Marker (1 per group)
· Eraser (1 per group)
· Middle School Teen Court Manual 2nd Edition.
· Hearing Assignments (1pp)-pg. 122 from manual
· Summary of Differences (1pp)-pg. 51-52 from manual
· Main Body of Questions (1pp)-pg. 57 from manual
· Attorney Protocols (1pp)-pg. 127-128 from manual


Timeframe: 45 Minutes

Activity: 
1. Provide each student with the Hearing Assignments handout.  Explain that they will review all of the roles starting with the attorney role. 
2. Provide each group with a handheld whiteboard, dry erase marker, and eraser. 
3. Explain that a statement will be read and after, each group has to decide if it is a true or false statement.  They should write true or false on their whiteboard and hold it up when prompted.
· The role of the Teen Court attorney is to help determine guilt or innocence of the student.
· FALSE- Youth that agree to Teen Court as a consequence already admit guilt.  The attorneys bring out information that help determine an appropriate consequence to repair harm.
· Teen Court attorneys work with the youth who committed the offense and their parent, and the victim(s). 
· TRUE- to get the full story and harm inflicted, the attorneys work with those directly impacted/involved in the offense.  
· Provide the Attorney Protocols handout that explains who each attorney works with in Teen Court. 
· Teen Court attorneys give an opening and closing statement and examine the minor who committed the offense.
· TRUE- The attorneys ask questions that allow the jury to have a better understanding of the minor who committed the offense.  
· Provide the Main Body of Questions handout.
· The Defense and Prosecuting attorneys have the same goal when preparing for their case.
· FALSE- The defense works for the minor and the prosecution works for the school community. 
· Provide the Summary of Differences handout.
4. Based on the handouts provided and the discussion during the True/False activity, each small group should brainstorm the main roles and responsibilities of a Teen Court Attorney.
5. Ask each group to draw a Venn diagram with “Defense” written in one circle and “Prosecution” in the other circle.  Students should write the main goals/responsibilities/witnesses, etc. for each attorney in the appropriate circle.  They should write all similarities where the circles overlap.

 Defense      Prosecution
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6. Then allow each group to report out and the facilitator should clarify and elaborate when needed.

Debrief: Ask each group to state one thing they learned about the attorney role.
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