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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court. 

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
Prepare for Court Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· review the role of the judge.
· choose Teen Court roles.
· prepare and hold court.

Protective Factor Developed: Decision Making Skills
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Relationship Skills

Materials:
· 
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· Middle School Teen Court Manual 2nd Edition.
· Judge’s Instructions pg. 163-168. (1pp)
· Prosecution Case Template (3)-pg. 135-137
· Victim Impact Statement (3)-pg. 105-106
· Defense Team Notes (3)-pg. 129-130
· Defense Case Template (3)-pg. 138-140
· Build a Case (7)-pg. 131-132
· Opening Statement Checklist (7)-page 49
· Attorney Guidelines (7)-pg. 185-186
· Examinations (7)-pg. 53-56
· Objections (7)-pg. 60-62
· Closing Arguments (7)-pg. 63-64
· Jury Deliberation Process (6)-pg. 118
· Order of the Hearing (1pp)-pg. 169-174
· Jury Report Form (7)-pg. 147
· Jury Oath of Confidentiality form (7)-pg. 117
· Order and Dignity of the Courtroom form (2)-pg. 157
· Record of the Hearing (2)-pg. 148
· Melissa and Math Teacher Court Case
· Gavel (1 for judge)
· Judge’s robe (1 for judge)
· Clipboard/pen (1 for bailiff)
· Symbols of a Courtroom-pg. 217-218 (2 for bailiff)

Timeframe: 60+ Minutes

Activity: 
1. Provide each student with a copy of the Judge’s Instructions and ask them to review on their own.
2. The facilitator should then review the steps in a Teen Court, specifically the student Judge with jury model.
3. Allow students to sign up for the following roles:
· Defense Attorney (2 or 3 depending on the number of students)
· Prosecuting Attorney (2 or 3 depending on the number of students)
· Court Clerk (1 student)
· Bailiff (1 student)
· Judge (1 student)
· Jury (remaining students without assignments)
4. Each role should receive specific handouts that help them with preparing for the court.
· Defense Attorney Handouts:
· Defense Team Notes
· Defense Case Template
· Build a Case
· Opening Statement Checklist
· Attorney Guidelines
· Examinations
· Objections
· Closing Arguments
· Order of the Hearing
· Prosecuting Attorney Handouts:
· Prosecution Case Template
· Victim Impact Statement
· Build a Case
· Opening Statement Checklist
· Attorney Guidelines
· Examinations
· Objections
· Closing Arguments
· Order of the Hearing
· Court Clerk Handouts/Materials:
· Record of the Hearing
· Court Clerk Record
· Robe/Gavel (to give to judge prior to the hearing)
· Order of the Hearing
· Bailiff Handouts/Materials:
· Jury Oath of Confidentiality
· Order and Dignity of the Courtroom
· Order of the Hearing
· Clipboard/pen (to be used to complete the Order and Dignity form)
· Symbols of a Courtroom
· Jury Member Handouts:
· Jury Deliberation Process
· Jury Report Form
· Order of the Hearing
5. After everyone is assigned a role, explain that they will use the example case of Melissa and her math teacher as their Teen Court case. 
6. Each student has an assignment that they must work on during the courtroom prep to be ready to hold their first Teen Court.  
7. All students should review the Order of the Hearing so that they can follow along during the proceedings. 
· Both attorneys should prepare: Opening and Closing Statements, Questions for the Direct Examination (Defense), Questions for the Cross Examination (Prosecution).  The Prosecution should also interview the math teacher (1 student will need to be the math teacher) and complete the Victim Impact Statement.
· The Court Clerk should prepare: The Record of the Hearing and provide the robe and gavel to the judge.  Should review the steps in the hearing. 
· The Bailiff should prepare: The room.  The students should set the room for a hearing. They should also make sure to have the Oath of Confidentiality to give to the jurors prior to the hearing.  The jurors need to sign.  The top half of the Order and Dignity form should also be completed.  They should then review the steps in the hearing. 
· The jury members should: Review their deliberation process and elect a Foreperson.  The jury members can assist the other people at this time to speed the prep process along.
8. Facilitators should be moving around the room to assist students as they prepare for the hearing and ensure they understand their role. 
9. The students should follow the Teen Court process to conduct their court.  They should use their Order of the Hearing to follow the process.  
10. Facilitators should prompt students when needed to ensure the process goes smoothly. 

Debrief: Ask students to share their favorite part about the Teen Court process. 
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