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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.  

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
Debrief the Hearing Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· understand how their hearing process went.
· explore skills developed during the hearing process.
· ask clarifying questions about Teen Court hearings.

Protective Factor Developed: Empathy for Others
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· Chart Paper 
· 1 Different Colored Marker per group

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

Activity: 
1. Prior to the activity, post the following chart papers around the room (1 question per chart paper):
a. What skills do students develop when participating in Teen Court hearings?
b. How does the Teen Court hearing encourage Restorative Justice?
c. What did you like about the hearings?
d. What didn’t you like about the hearings? 
e. What questions do you have about the Teen Court hearing?
2. Break the large group into small groups by dividing them by 5. Each small group will go to an assigned chart paper posted around the room to engage in a carousel activity. 
3. Each group should read the question and answer it in the space provided. They should allow room for other groups to add to the paper as well. Provide groups 2-3 minutes at each chart paper.
4. When the facilitator calls “Rotate”, all groups should rotate clockwise to the next chart paper. They should read the question and answers already written and then add their own new ideas to the chart paper.  This process should continue until groups return to their original chart paper. 
5. When groups are back to their original chart paper, the carousel has ended.  Ask groups to select a spokesperson for their group.  The spokesperson should stay at their assigned chart paper and the remaining group members should return to their seat. 
6. The spokesperson should read their chart paper to the large group. The facilitator should elaborate, answer, or correct when necessary. 
7. The facilitator should ensure that all questions are addressed during the lesson.
Debrief: Ask each group to state one thing they would do differently in a future Teen Court hearing.
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