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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“What is a Teen Court?” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn about the purpose of Teen Court.
· Learn about the different types of Teen Court.
· Practice working together to prepare for Teen Court.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Pens/markers, 1 per person
· Large poster paper, 1 per group
· Projector to play videos

Video Links:
· Roosevelt School District and South Mountain High School: https://youtu.be/kGfiUtR0KPo?si=0riGv3SvUVNQDRhi 
· Maricopa County Juvenile Probation Department and Williamsfield High School https://youtu.be/_FoLCRt2wFM?si=xrjVKiJOCLKcXGgL 
· Newark Youth Court 
https://youtu.be/aHE8BlScn5o?si=JCE4VqxYG34Onm15 

Timeframe: 45 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Divide students into groups of 3-4.
2. Have students split their poster paper into 3 sections: Know/Learned/Questions.
3. Have students brainstorm in their group to complete the “Know” section of their paper. They should write down anything they have heard or experienced that explains what Teen Court is. Give 3-4 minutes for this brainstorm.
4. Show the videos that give an overview of Teen Court.
5. After the videos, ask students to work with their groups to complete the “Learned” section of their paper. They should include anything new or reinforced that they learned from the video. They should also cross out any incorrect items from their “Know” section. 
6. Select one group to report out on their “Learned” section and elaborate or correct on key points.
7. Ask the remaining groups to report out anything from their “Learned” section that was not already discussed.
8. Discuss how Teen Court can be modified. (For example: Teen Court can be used for school infractions or actual criminal charges, there can be an adult or teen judge, sometimes lawyers prepare opening and closing statements, sometimes there are witnesses, etc.)
9. Debrief by asking groups to discuss the Teen Court method they like the most and why. Each group should share with the class.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“What is a Teen Court?” Lesson Plan
Correlations

[bookmark: _Hlk159413138]Social Studies
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.  
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
8.C4.5 Analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself at the local, regional, and global levels, identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to take action and solve the problem.
HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political institutions.  
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.  

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
6.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
8.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Int_8g2l0dYw]9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-10.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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