Restorative vs. Traditional Justice
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Restorative Ji ustice

Traditional Justice

{ Focus on harm

Focus on law-breaking

_Focus on repairs

Focus on punishment

! Emphasis in hearings includes
an increased focus on dialogue
and understanding

| Emphasis in hearings focused
on testimony, procedure,
evidence

Options for victim involvement
vary and respect victims’ choice

Options for victim involvement
are limited

| Service options for Minors are
| varied, relative to strengths, and
| benefit the community

Service options for Minors are
| limited and focus on completion
| of tasks

Sentences are individualized,
based on guidelines that
incorporate the desires of the
victim(s), the needs and abilities

| of the community

of the Minor (s), and the needs |

Sentences are related solely to
the nature of the offense

Outcomes strengthen the
relationship between Minors and
| the communit

Outcomes may further separate |
Minors from the community

Teen Court training includes
broader issues related to conflict

resolution, problem-solving
skills, and community
involvement,

Training of Teen  Court
participants is focused on Teen
Court operations and courtroom
procedures.

(personal communication, J. Moeser, January 15, 2001)

Godwin stresses that in a Teen Court system with a focus on
restorative justice the emphasis on victims’ roles is choice, while

for offenders it is on change.

Additionally, Goodwin believes

communities must offer opportunities for Minors to be held
accountable for their actions, while at the same time giving them
the chance to connect and contribute to their communities and
establish or rebuild broken relationships.

Tucson Unified School District’s Peer Justice Program. 2008





