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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Restorative vs. Traditional” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· compare restorative justice and traditional justice.
· understand the benefits of restorative justice.
· practice working together to prepare for Teen Court.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Whiteboard
· Whiteboard markers
· Tape (to post cards to whiteboard)
· Restorative vs. Traditional handout, 1 per group
· Consequence cards, 1 set per group
· Restorative scenarios handouts, 1 scenario per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Write two phrases on the whiteboard, “Restorative Consequences” and “Traditional Consequences”.
2. Divide students into groups of 3-4.
3. Ask groups to brainstorm definitions for “Restorative Consequences” and “Traditional Consequences.” After brainstorming for a few minutes, have each group share with the class.
4. Distribute the Restorative vs. Traditional handout. Give students 3 minutes to review the handout.
5. Call on each group to share one difference between traditional and restorative approach and record their responses under the correct heading on the white board. Continue until all differences from the handout have been discussed.
6. Explain that Teen Court uses restorative consequences. When a juvenile participates in Teen Court, their consequence must relate to the offense so that it helps the juvenile learn from the experience. Restorative consequences focus on how the offense harmed someone instead of the actual offense, allowing the juvenile to also have an opportunity to repair the harm done to the victim(s).
7. Distribute a set of consequence cards to each group. Give groups 5 minutes to determine if each consequence is traditional or restorative and why they chose that answer.
8. Call on one group at a time to place a card under the correct category on the whiteboard - restorative or traditional. Correct as needed. Continue until all the cards are under the appropriate category.
9. Distribute a different restorative scenario to each group. They should read the scenario and then discuss the following questions:
-Who was harmed by the juvenile’s actions?
-What are some possible factors that might have influenced the juvenile’s decisions?
-What is an appropriate restorative consequence?
10. After 10 minutes, have each group share out and elaborate or correct as needed. 
11. Debrief the lesson by asking groups to brainstorm the answer to the question, “What are 3 benefits of using restorative justice rather than traditional consequences?”. Have each group share at least 1 benefit that is different from the other groups.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Restorative vs. Traditional” Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations


Social Studies
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.  
7.C4.4 Explain challenges people face and opportunities they create in addressing local, regional, and global problems at various times and places. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and act in local, regional, and global communities.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
8.C4.5 Analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself at the local, regional, and global levels, identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to take action and solve the problem.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.  

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
6.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
8.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Int_8g2l0dYw]9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-10.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
9-10.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.
11-12.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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