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“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
Teen Court Role Cards

	
Judge
The judge can be a teacher, administrator, or a peer of the defendant. The judge is responsible for ensuring that the trial is conducted fairly and follows established procedures.
	
Jurors
Teen Court jurors are peers of the defendant. They listen to the defendant answering the attorney’s questions, take notes, and deliberate to reach a fair and informed decision that includes a restorative consequence.


	
Bailiff
The bailiff is responsible for maintaining order in the courtroom. They assist the judge by ensuring that participants follow proper procedures and escorting individuals in and out of the courtroom. 
	
Defendant
The defendant is the young person who has committed the offense. In Teen Court, the defendant has the opportunity to present their case, answer questions, and take responsibility for their actions.


	

Defense Attorney (Defense)
Attorneys are responsible for asking 
the defendant questions. The defense attorney’s goal is to highlight mitigating factors that may help the defendant receive a lighter consequence.
	
Victim
The victim is the person who has been directly affected by the defendant's actions. In Teen Court, the victim has the chance to share their perspective, express the impact of the offense, and suggest appropriate consequences. They also have the option of having a victim advocate do this for them if they are unable or do not wish to attend the trial.


	
Prosecuting Attorney (Prosecutor)
Attorneys are responsible for asking 
the defendant questions. The prosecutor’s goal is to highlight aggravating factors that may result in the defendant receiving a heavier consequence.


	
Victim Advocate
The victim advocate represents the victim if they are unable or unwilling to attend the hearing. After interviewing the victim, they share the victim’s perspective, express the impact of the offense, and suggest appropriate consequences during the trial.
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