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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Victim Advocate Role” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn the role of victim advocate.
· practice working together to prepare for Teen Court.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Pens/markers (1 per person)
· Large poster paper (1 per small group)
· Whiteboard markers
· Whiteboard
· Teen Court Scenarios 1 and 2 (1 per small group)
· Victim Statement Handout (1 per person)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Ask students to think of a time when someone did something that negatively affected them. Have them discuss with a shoulder partner and write a list of things they would want others to know about the situation when deciding on a consequence for the person who negatively affected them.
2. Explain that the victim is not always able or willing to attend the Teen Court hearing, so the victim advocate is responsible for representing the victim. They interview the victim about the incident and create a statement to read at the hearing.
3. Divide students into groups of 3-4.
4. Distribute Teen Court Scenario #1. Give groups about 5 minutes to review the scenario and brainstorm what questions they might ask the victim. They should record their questions on poster paper.
5. Call on each group to share out. Record ideas on the whiteboard. Make suggestions on additional questions they could ask the victim. Encourage participants to add more questions to their poster paper as other groups share.
6. Distribute Teen Court Scenario #2. Explain that, for this scenario, they will actually be interviewing the victim and preparing a statement. Give them 5 minutes to read the scenario and come up with questions they want to ask the victim. They should record their questions on poster paper again.
7. A teacher or para will act as the victim in the scenario and answer students’ questions. Students should write down detailed notes to help them prepare the victim statement.
8. Distribute the victim statement handout. Participants should work with their groups to use the handout to prepare a victim statement.
9. Ask for two volunteers to read their group’s victim statement out loud. 
10. Debrief the lesson by asking groups to discuss why it is important that the victim has a role in the hearing. Call on a few groups to share their ideas.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Victim Advocate Role” Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.  
7.C4.4 Explain challenges people face and opportunities they create in addressing local, regional, and global problems at various times and places. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and act in local, regional, and global communities.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.  

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
6.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
8.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Int_8g2l0dYw]9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-10.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
9-10.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
11-12.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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