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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Attorney Role” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn about the role of attorney in Teen Court.
· compare the role of defense attorney and prosecutor.
· Practice working together to prepare for Teen Court.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Pens/markers, 1 per person
· Large poster paper, 1 per group
· Aggravating and Mitigating Factors cards, 1 set per group
· Questioning the Defendant handout, 1 per person
· Teen Court Scenario #1, 1 per group

Timeframe: 45 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Divide students into groups of 3-4.
2. Explain that the attorneys are responsible for asking the defendant questions in court. The defense attorney wants to highlight mitigating factors that may cause the defendant to receive a lighter consequence, while the prosecutor wants to highlight aggravating factors that may cause the defendant to receive a heavier consequence. 
3. Distribute a set of Aggravating and Mitigating Factors cards to each group.
4. Have groups work together to sort the factors into two piles: aggravating and mitigating.
5. Review by calling on a few groups to share their aggravating and mitigating factors. Correct and elaborate as needed.
6. Distribute the Questioning the Defendant handout and Teen Court Scenario #1. 
7. Explain the difference between open-ended questions and closed questions: Open-ended questions encourage detailed, expressive responses and cannot be answered with a simple "yes" or "no.” Closed questions are meant to encourage short, specific answers such as “yes” or “no” or short factual information. Explain that open-ended questions often favor the defendant, but not always.
8. Assign half of the groups to be defense attorneys and the other half to be prosecutors. Both sides will select 5 questions from the Questioning the Defendant handout that they believe would best help their side and write them on poster paper.
9. After giving students enough time to select questions from the handout, ask them to come up with 5 additional questions not found on the handout.
10. Have a teacher act as the defendant. Each group will select a representative to act as an attorney and question the defendant. Encourage students to improvise follow-up questions as they go along. 
11. Debrief the lesson by asking groups to discuss the role of the attorney and why it is important in teen court. Allow each group to share.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Teen Court 101: Starting a Teen Court” Academy
(Advanced Upper Elementary/Middle/High School) 
“Attorney Role” Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Social Studies
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.  
7.C4.4 Explain challenges people face and opportunities they create in addressing local, regional, and global problems at various times and places. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and act in local, regional, and global communities.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
8.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at   various levels.
HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.  

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
6.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
8.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Int_8g2l0dYw]9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-10.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
9-10.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
11-12.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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