[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]What is Mob Mentality? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn what mob mentality means
· Students will learn the consequences of aggressive and violent actions

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Sticky Note Pads, 1 different color pad per small group
· Writing utensil, 1 different color pen/pencil per student within each small group
· Blank paper and writing utensil, 1 per student
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6kWygqR0L8&t=83s
· Scenario Cards, 1 card per group
· Index card, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Review the video and share it with your administrator to ensure it is appropriate and in alignment with school policies
· Check with the classroom teacher to ensure the video can be shared in the classroom using their available technology
· If there are concerns that students may write inappropriate comments on the sticky notes, assign each small group a different color pad of sticky notes. Then, within each small group, ensure each student has a different color writing utensil. If an inappropriate comment is made, you can identify the student.

Timeframe: 40 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Ask the question: Why do people sometimes act differently in a group than they would alone? 
3. Ask each student to write their response on a sticky note. 
4. Once students have written down why, ask them to crumple the sticky note into a ball. 
5. Have students toss their sticky note into the center of the room or a designated space.
6. One student from each group will collect enough sticky notes from the pile so that every person in their group receives one. 
7. Each student will read the response aloud to their group. Ask for a few volunteers to share with the whole class. 
8. The facilitator will share examples if not already mentioned: Desire to fit in, shared responsibility (everyone is doing it), boldness in a crowd, emotional escalation (people feed off each other’s energy)
9. Explain herd or mob mentality is when people conform to the group’s behavior and ignore their individual values. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/herd%20mentality] 

10. Explain that they are going to watch a video showing herd mentality in action. Each student should write down how the crowd affects individuals’ behavior in the video on their blank paper.
11. Play the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6kWygqR0L8&t=83s
12. After the video, allow the small groups to discuss what they individually wrote down. Each small group should decide on their top 2 examples of crowd influence and choose a reporter for their group that will share their answer.
13. Allow each group reporter to share and validate or correct their responses. Make sure the following examples are discussed: People follow group behavior even without understanding the reason, conformity can become automatic and continue even when the group is gone, group norms can spread to others quickly, people feel comfort and safety by going along with the crowd
14. Explain that while there were no violent or aggressive actions in the video, there can be times when group behavior can have serious consequences if it turns violent. Tell students they will now explore real-life examples and teach their peers.
15. Distribute a scenario card to each group.
16. Instruct each group to work together and create a poster on their large poster paper that explains:
· The real-life example
· How it harms the target, perpetrators, and the community
17. Have each group present their poster to the class.
18. After all presentations ask: “What did all of these examples have in common?” Have groups discuss and be ready to report out
Facilitator Note- Possible Responses: people feel less responsible in groups and desire to fit in or avoid standing out
19. Debrief the lesson by having students write on an index card how they would feel if someone they knew was a victim of mob mentality.
20. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Mob Mentality? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
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