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Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Recognizing In-Person Conflict Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the warning signs of escalation during in person conflict 
· Students will learn consequences of aggressive and violent actions

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Scenario Cards, 1 card per pair
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy per facilitator
· Sticky Notes, 1 per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.






Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with sticky notes, large poster paper, and markers.
2. Set the scene: Imagine you’re in a big city at night. Thousands of people are in the streets. People are climbing traffic poles and pulling down streetlights. They set dumpster fires and smash windows, while police lights flash and the crowd records, cheers, and pushes closer to the action.
3. Ask students: What do you think caused all of this?
4. Have students discuss in their small groups. Then invite groups to share their thoughts with the class.
5. Explain that this scene happened in Philadelphia after the Eagles won a Super Bowl. During the celebrations, thousands of fans poured into the streets. Among those, five people were arrested for assault on police, eight for vandalism, and 29 for disorderly conduct.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://abc7.com/post/philadelphia-eagles-fans-riot-dozens-arrested-win-super-bowl-pennsylvania-police-say/15889425/] 

6. Ask follow-up questions and allow small groups to determine responses for each before choosing a representative to share their thoughts:
· Why do crowds sometimes get out of control?
· Why might people join in instead of leaving?
7. Explain to students that most people in the crowd likely did not arrive planning to break the law, but large crowds and heightened emotions can cause situations to escalate quickly. Research shows that only 5% of a crowd can affect how the other 95% behaves. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://choices.scholastic.com/pages/news/are-you-following-the-herd-.html?language=english] 

8. Explain that fights, riots, and dangerous situations usually show warning signs before they happen.
9. Ask students: If you had been standing in that crowd, how would you know things were starting to escalate?
10. Have groups brainstorm a list of warning signs on their large poster paper. Then, have groups report out.
Facilitator Note: Possible answers- tone changes (yelling, aggressive language), body language shifts (clenched fists, pacing, turning red), crowd-forming, recording, cheering, running to the conflict
11. Now that we’ve identified warning signs, let’s look at what choices people have when they notice a situation escalating.
12. Group students into pairs from their small groups.
13. [bookmark: _Hlk90025687]Provide each pair with a scenario card. 
14. Ask pairs to read the scenario and answer the questions together. 
15. Once done, have each pair find the other pair with the same scenario to compare answers and discuss differences.
16. Then have pairs share responses until all scenarios are reviewed. Refer to the facilitator guide as needed.
17. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write down on a sticky note what action they would take if a crowd started escalating.
18. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
Recognizing In-Person Conflict Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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