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“Personal Safety for Kids” Academy
(Elementary)
Be Respectful!  Obey Traffic Signs Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will learn how following signs will help them ride safely with motorists and pedestrians.
· Students will learn and understand what various safety and traffic control signs mean.

Materials:
· Set of blank signs and word list (1 set per group)/Key
· Facilitator board and marker
· Poster paper and crayons for each group
· 1 set of answer key signs for facilitator

Grade Level:  3-4 
Timeframe:  25 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin by dividing participants into groups of 3-4 students each.
2. Inform the students that they will learn about street signs, what they mean and why signs are important for their safety.
3. Give each group a set of blank signs and word list, instruct the groups to work together to label each sign and fill in the blanks with the correct words. (see answer key signs)
4. Have groups take turns reporting out, correcting as necessary and comment on laws.
Signs and definitions:
· Stop Sign- A stop sign means you must come to a complete stop. (ARS 28-644 Stop for traffic lights and stop signs)
· Yield Sign – A yield sign means you must yield to cross or merging traffic. (ARS 28-792 ARS 28-904 Yield to pedestrians at crosswalks and on sidewalks)
· One Way – This signs means all traffic must flow in the direction indicated on the sign
· Wrong Way – This sign means you are going the wrong way.  
· Do Not Enter – This sign means you must not enter the road from your location.

5. Next, have groups discuss why signs are necessary and be ready to report out while the facilitator records responses on the board.  Possible answers could include:
a. Signs keep us safe by letting us know when we need to stop, slow down, turn, etc., in order to keep us from getting involved in a crash. 
b. Signs keep others safe.  If we fail to obey the signs, we can put ourselves in a position where the driver of a car, or even a pedestrian, could become injured by our actions.  
c. Signs give society order.  Without signs, no one would have to stop at intersections, people could cross streets wherever and whenever they wanted, and you could drive in any direction, at whatever speed you wanted.
6. Now, explain to the class that it is also important to signal other motorists when riding your bike. So they know how to avoid running into you.  (ARS 28-756 Before you turn or change lanes, look behind you, signal to show your plan to turn or change lanes, and yield to any traffic already there. Cyclists may signal their turns by extending either their left arm for a left turn or their right arm for a right turn).  Demonstrate with the class how to signal right and left. 
7. Next, give each group a set of crayons and a poster paper.  Have them create a small neighborhood with a house, a school, and a store.  Each poster should have some streets that a bicyclist could take to the listed locations.  The students must find a spot on their poster to place at least 3 different signs where they would make sense. (opt. hand each group a set of keys as reference)
8. When groups present their posters have them also demonstrate their hand signals.  
9. Debrief with the following questions:
a. Why are signs necessary? 
b. Why is it important for us to obey traffic signs?
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“Personal Safety for Kids” Academy
(Elementary)
Be Respectful!  Obey Traffic Signs 
Correlations

AZ State Standards											
	Civics
	Health
	Art

	Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizenship:  participation and cooperation; rules and consequences.
(3 S3C4 PO1b,c)
	Demonstrate behaviors that avoid or reduce health risks.
(K-5 S7C2 PO2)
	Select, use and explain purpose of subject matter and symbols in his or her own art work.
(Beginning/Intermediate 
S1C4 PO 101 and 201)



AZ College and Career Ready Standards
	Reading for Information
	Speaking and Listening

	Use information gained from illustrations and the words in the text to demonstrate understanding of the text.
(3.RI.7)

	Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
(3-5.SL.1d)
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