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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Cellphone Use: What’s Legal?” Academy
(Middle/High School)
 Cellphones: What are they Good For? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students should identify the benefits and risks with teen cellphone use.
· Students should learn the school rules for cellphone use.
· Students learn the impact cellphones may have on academic success. 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Soft object, 1 per group
· Benefits and Risks of Cellphone Use matching card game, 1 per group 
· Handbook, 1 per class
· Projector and computer for video, 1 per class (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phTeUGEYNC0)
· Article “Do Phones Belong in Schools?” 1 per student https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2023/03/experts-see-pros-and-cons-to-allowing-cellphones-in-class/
· Sticky note, 1 per student

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Give each group a soft object. Using the soft object, whoever holds the object will say one benefit or risk of teen cell phone use. After a student takes a turn, they should toss it to someone else. Keep going until everyone has contribute to the benefits and risks.
3. Have groups share out and write the benefits and risks on the board as they are said. 
4. Distribute the cards “Benefits and Risks of Cellphone Use” matching game. Students will place all cards facing down and everyone in their group will take turns finding a match and reading it to their group. Once all the groups are done playing the matching game, students share out what some similarities and differences between what they came up with at the beginning of the lesson and now that they played the matching game. 
5. Explain to the students that every school and school district can have different policies regarding cellphone use on campus.
6. Groups will use the top portion of their large poster paper, to write and brainstorm, school rules about cellphone use. They should also write if they agree with the rule and if they would they make the rules more or less strict. Why?
7. If available, read your school policy on technology use in your handbook. 
8. Watch the NBC news clip entitled “Growing number of schools requiring students to lock away cellphones while in class” https://youtu.be/phTeUGEYNC0?si=xhO2hzYKyIrU4A5h
9. Ask the groups to brainstorm 1 pro and one con that was listed by the students in the video. They should then come up with their own pro and con for banning cell phones at school. It must be different from what was said in the video. 
10. Ask each group to share out their 2 pros and 2 cons. 
11. Next, distribute the article “Do Phones Belong in School?” assign each group to read a section of the article. Once everyone in the group has read their assigned section, have groups discuss their section and have a solid understanding of their section. 
12. Regroup all the students to have at least one member from each original group, forming “expert groups.” Now that students are in their new group have them share and teach the others in their new group about the section they read. The teacher and you should visit each group to check for comprehension of the assigned text. 
13. On the bottom portion of their large poster paper, groups will create their own school rule regarding cellphone use. Include how it would be enforced and what the consequences would be for violating the rule. Would there be increasing consequences for repeat offenses? Have each group share their school rule with the class.
14. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write on a sticky note how school might have been different before smart phones were invented? Do you think the benefits of cellphones are worth the risk?
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“Cellphone Use: What’s Legal?” Academy
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 Cellphones: What are they Good For? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations


Civics and Government
Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings. (8.C1.2)

Reading
Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. (6.RI.7)

Writing
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
d. Use precise language and domain‐specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. (8.W.2.d)

Comprehension and Collaboration 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues. (8.SL.1)
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