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“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respectful Actions with Peers Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· understand what is meant by the term, respect.
· learn appropriate responses when met with a lack of respect from peers.
· apply respectful responses when met with disrespectful actions from peers.

Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Commitment to School

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Respectful Actions with Peers Scenarios pgs. 3-5; 1 scenario per group
· See Facilitator guide pgs. 6-8
· Student personal journal or piece of paper and pen/pencil

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Team-Building Activity: Broken Squares
1. Divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large poster paper and markers for each group. 
2. Write the letters, R-E-S-P-E-C-T on the board vertically. Instruct groups to collaborate and create an acrostic utilizing the letters of “Respect”. An acrostic can be formed by writing the word vertically and adding another word that starts with each letter, going horizontally. These new words should have a meaningful connection to the original word going vertically. 
3. Call on groups to share their acrostic for the word, “Respect”.
4. Explain how treating one another with mutual respect with listening and speaking skills can help protect the learning environment.

Lesson:
5. Instruct the groups to brainstorm examples of lack of respect between students during school time. Allow students to call out ideas and record responses on the board. 
Possible Responses: interrupting them when they speak, humiliating them with comments or noises that make others laugh at them, avoiding taking care of their assigned tasks in group projects, purposefully invading the personal space of others, sending unwanted pictures or messages to disturb or annoy, etc.
6. Next, instruct the students to brainstorm with appropriate responses when a peer is displaying disrespectful actions towards you. 
Possible Responses: calmly let the peer know their actions are bothering you and assertively ask them to stop, privately let the teacher know how the disrespectful actions of another is affecting you, if the teacher observed the disrespectful actions, allow them to handle it, report bullying actions (Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time.[footnoteRef:1]), threats, intimidation, theft, or any form of aggression where you feel unsafe, ask the teacher to move you to another area of the room, model respectful actions and words, talk to the peer privately or with a school staff member to resolve any conflicts, etc. [1:  https://www.stopbullying.gov/bullying/what-is-bullying ] 

6. Next, assign each group one of the Respectful Actions with Peers Scenario (pgs. 3-5). Instruct the groups to highlight or circle evidence in the scenario to respond to the first question. Then, discuss and record possible responses to the second question.  
7. Next, group members should take turns reading the scenario and another group member should practice responding respectfully using one of the group’s ideas. Each group member should have a chance to read the scenario and respond when someone else reads the scenario to them. 
8. The teacher and you should rotate to each group to check on understanding and may join the rotation with reading and/or responding.
9. Call on each group to share one scenario and possible responses. The group may read the scenario to the class and act out a response. See Facilitator guide (pgs. 6-8)
10. Debrief the lesson by instructing groups to discuss the following question. 
“What changes may take place if students applied these strategies more often?”
12. Call on groups to share a comment or two from their group. 

 

11. 
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“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High)
Respectful Actions with Peers
Respectful Actions with Peers Scenarios

1. You are working with your group in class and one group member keeps making fun of the efforts of others in the group. Members of the group start shutting down and no one wants to contribute. 
[bookmark: _Hlk111376842]
In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can you do to model respect to others?





-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Ongoing verbal aggression and name-calling has been taking place online between two students who were friends but are now upset with each other. Others have joined the thread and took sides, posting their own threatening statements to those who disagree with them. 

In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can students do to help restore mutual respect between the two friends?







3. Your lab partner needs to use your calculator on your cell phone to complete their assignment. They take your phone and use it each time they need it.  

In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can the lab partner do to show respect?




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Two girls in class sit next to each other and make fun of what another girl is wearing. A lot of the students nearby can hear their mean comments. Some join in and others try to ignore it. This ridicule continues online and into the next day in class and not just this classroom but in other classrooms.

In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can bystanders do to help restore mutual respect? 





--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. A student in your class frequently shouts out inappropriate comments that humiliate someone speaking or answering questions. They often heckle the teacher, and their instructions make it hard for others to focus on what is being said by the teacher.  

In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can classmates do to help restore mutual respect? 





--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. [bookmark: _Hlk111383455]A friend in the classroom continually gets out of their seat and roams the room, sharpening a pencil, throwing trash away. They are always drumming on their desks and making weird noises. They don’t seem to be able to sit still or do their own work. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111377399]In what way is disrespect being shown?


What respectful actions can you take to preserve student focus? 


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. [bookmark: _Hlk111383642]Some students are always cutting the lunch lines and bringing their friends with them.

In what way is disrespect being shown?



What can you do to help restore respectful behaviors? 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. You are working independently, per the teacher’s instructions and a peer keeps bothering you for the answers to the assignment. 

In what way is disrespect being shown?



How can you show respect with your response? 




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High)
Respectful Actions with Peers
Respectful Actions with Peers Scenario

1. You are working with your group in class and one group member keeps making fun of the efforts of others in the group. Members of the group start shutting down and no one wants to contribute. 

In what way is disrespect being shown? 

What can you do to model respect to others?
· Inform the teacher
· Counter the negative comment with a positive one
· Tell the person with negative actions to stop
If the action does not stop, report it to the teacher.

2. Ongoing verbal aggression and name-calling has been taking place online between two students who were friends but are now upset with each other. Others have joined the thread and took sides, posting their own threatening statements to those who disagree with them. 

In what way is disrespect being shown?

What can students do to help restore mutual respect between the two friends?
· Avoid taking sides, let them handle it
· Suggest a resolution
· Help both sides see the other’s point of view
Possible Charges: 
· 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
· 8-309. Unlawful use of an electronic communication device by a minor; classification; definitions

3. Your lab partner needs to use your calculator on your cell phone to complete their assignment. They take your phone and use it each time they need it.  

In what way is disrespect being shown?

What can the lab partner who took the phone do to show respect?
· Ask permission before taking the cell phone
· Ask you to calculate as they record
· See if the teacher has a class calculator
Taking something without permission is a form of stealing.

4. Two girls in class sit next to each other and make fun of what another girl is wearing. A lot of the students nearby can hear their mean comments. Some join in and others try to ignore it. This ridicule continues online and into the next days in class and not just this classroom but in other classrooms.

In what way is disrespect being shown?

What can bystanders do to help restore mutual respect? 
· Counter negative comments with positive ones
· Tell the girls making the comments to stop
· Inform the teacher
Repeatedly and intentionally annoying, harassment or intimidating someone is a form of bullying and should be reported immediately.

5. A student in your class frequently shouts out inappropriate comments that humiliate someone speaking or answering questions. They often heckle the teacher and their instructions make it hard for others to focus on what is being said by the teacher.  

In what way is disrespect being shown?

What can classmates do to help restore mutual respect? 
· Try to avoid reacting with laughter or other actions that may be construed as acceptance or entertainment
· Remain calm and don’t interfere when the teacher tries to handle the situation
· Tell the person with the outburst in private how it affects you and why you want them to stop

6. A friend in the classroom continually gets out of their seat and roams the room, sharpening a pencil, throwing trash away. They are always drumming on their desks and making weird noises. They don’t seem to be able to sit still or do their own work. 

In what way is disrespect being shown?

What respectful actions can you take to preserve student focus? 
· Exercise understanding that it may be harder for some students to focus
· Ask if you can work with them on the assignment; this may help focus them
· Privately let the teacher know how it is distracting you; the teacher may have a solution

7. Some students are always cutting the lunch lines and bringing their friends with them.

In what way is disrespect being shown?


What can you do to help restore respectful behaviors? 
· Stay calm and move away during aggressive behaviors
· Report to the adult in charge
· Let the leader of the cutting know how you feel at a private time or with an adult

8. You are working independently, per the teacher’s instructions and a peer keeps bothering you for the answers to the assignment. 

In what way is disrespect being shown?

[bookmark: _Hlk111384724]How can you show respect with your response? 
· Let the peer know you will help them after class
· Politely and calmly ask the peer to stop asking you against the teacher’s directions
· Encourage the peer to try with supportive statements like, “You can do this!”
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“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High)
Respectful Actions with Peers
Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Health
Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)

Identify effective conflict management or resolution strategies Identify ways to ask for assistance to enhance the health of self and others. 
(6-8 S4C2 PO1)
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