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[bookmark: _Hlk185251268]Evaluating Online Communication and Its Impact Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Know Your Rights Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand their rights and responsibilities with online communication
· Students will identify free speech vs harmful speech

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk211584769][bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Dry Erase Circle Dots, 2 for whole group 
· Rights and Responsibilities Worksheet, 1 copy per group
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy per facilitator
· Index card, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson, 
· Review the school’s technology user agreement and school handbook policies
· Write “Free Speech” and “Harmful Speech” on dry erase circle dots and place labeled dots on opposite sides of the room 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Ask students: What does the first amendment protect? Have students discuss in their groups and be ready to report out.
3. Explain that the First Amendment protects: freedom of speech, the press, peaceful assembly, and to petition the government. In this lesson the focus will be on freedom of speech. 
4. Ask students to raise their hands if they believe students have the same First Amendment rights at school. Call on a few students who didn’t raise their hand and ask them to explain why.
5. Explain:
· Students do have the right to express opinions and speak up against injustice (e.g., bullying).
· Schools may limit expression that disrupts learning or threatens safety.
· School staff can enforce rules and consequences when expression interferes with education or safety.
6. Ask students: Is it freedom of speech if a student decides to yell “FIRE” in the cafeteria during lunch? Have students discuss in their groups and be ready to report out.
Facilitator Note: ARS 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions. If students do not share that yelling “Fire” in a crowded space may cause injury, share that with the group. Explain that causing panic may cause injury as people flee the area which makes this harmful speech.
7. Explain to students that they will participate in an activity where they will hear a scenario and decide whether they think it is free or harmful speech. Remind them to consider if the action would cause harm, it should be considered harmful speech.
8. Point out the ‘free speech’ side of the room and the ‘harmful speech’ side of the room. 
9. Read a scenario aloud, and have students move to the side that best represents their decision. After each scenario, ask different students to share their reasoning for why they chose that side and allow for other students to respond and change sides if they want to.  
Scenarios:
· From their home, a student uses their phone to post on social media their opinion of their teacher. 
· Free Speech: If there are no threats, harassment, or disruption of school operations, this is protected expression.
· Harmful Speech: If the post includes threats, personal attacks, or encourages others to act against the teacher, it becomes harmful. (ARS §13-1202 – Threatening or Intimidating & ARS §13-2916 – Use of Electronic Communication to Terrify, Intimidate, Threaten, or Harass)
· A student sends texts to their friends, listing reasons why they should not hang out with the new student. 
· Free Speech: If it’s expression of personal opinion without repeated targeting.
· Harmful Speech: If the behavior is repeated, unwanted, or intentional, it is bullying.
· A student creates an online petition asking the school to allow later start times. 
· Free Speech: Peaceful and respectful advocacy.
· Harmful Speech: Not applicable unless it includes harm or threats.
· A student uses their school computer to send personal emails. 
· Free Speech: Okay to send emails but school tech policies allow monitoring.
· Harmful Speech: Harmful or disruptive content will be detected and acted upon.
10. Have students return to their seats. 
11. Highlight the last scenario from the activity: A student uses their school computer to send personal emails. 
12. Ask students: Do school devices provide privacy? Why or why not?
13. Share the school’s technology user agreement and school handbook policies. Highlight what students are allowed and not allowed to do on school devices and networks. 
14. Now instruct groups to work together to match each online right or responsibility with its meaning. Provide each group with rights and responsibilities worksheet.
15. Have groups share one match at a time until all matches are reviewed. Refer to the facilitator guide as needed.
16. Debrief the lesson by having students write something they learned or one question they still have on an index card.
17. Collect index cards as students exit the class and review the fact to ensure they understand the content. 
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Evaluating Online Communication and Its Impact Academy
(Middle/High School)
Know Your Rights Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberate processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Technology
[bookmark: _Hlk35865172]6-12 S5.C1.PO6 Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35865186]7-12 S5.C1.PO1 Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the workplace.
7-12 S5.C2.PO1 Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
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