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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· gain a deeper understanding of what is considered theft.
· practice making ethical choices with dilemmas dealing with forms of theft.
· create a list of ways for youth to gain financially legally and safely.

Protective Factors: Critical Reasoning Skills 
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Icebreaker Questions handout- 1 per group see pg. 3
· Icebreaker Questions Facilitator Guide see pgs. 4-5
· Dilemmas Handout pgs. 6-7
· Student Handbook
· Dilemma Handout Facilitator Guide pgs. 8-10

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: Icebreaker
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Provide each group a copy of the Icebreaker Questions handout (see pg. 3). Instruct groups to collaborate to respond to each question. The teacher and you should move around to each group, checking for understanding and providing feedback. 
3. When most groups are finished, call on each group to report on one question. See Icebreaker Questions Facilitator Guide pgs. 4-5 for additional debriefing of questions. 
4. Instruct groups to draft a legal definition of the word, “Theft” on their large poster paper. Display the following definition on the class board and instruct the groups to make any necessary adjustments to their definition. 
13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions
A person commits theft if, without lawful authority, the person knowingly controls property of another with the intent to deprive the other person of such property.
5. Next, provide copies of the school’s student handbook section on theft at school and instruct groups to review school policy and classroom rules about theft at school. 
6. Call on each group to provide a comment about the school’s policy or classroom rules on theft.
7. Explain to students that sometimes there are no laws, rules or agreed upon standards for what is theft. Morals are a person’s own idea of right and wrong behaviors such as treating others the way you wish to be treated. Ethics are the standards of right and wrong behaviors acceptable in a society such as obeying laws and rules.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
8. [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Next, inform the class that each group will receive a handout containing dilemmas. A “dilemma” is a situation requiring a choice between equally undesirable alternatives. By practicing decision-making with dilemmas one can improve their skills with making ethical choices. 
9. Explain that each group will be assigned one of the scenarios from the Dilemma Handout see pgs. 6-7. Each scenario contains a possible example of a form of theft. Groups are to choose a volunteer to read the scenario to the group. The group should discuss possible responses to the questions then choose a volunteer to record the group’s response on the handout. A group reporter should also be chosen to report out for the group. 
10. Call on each group to report out on their assigned dilemma.  Allow for any brief class discussion and elaborate with any necessary comments, see Dilemma Handout Facilitator Guide pgs. 8-10.
11. Next, instruct groups to brainstorm ways a teen may financially gain without stealing or other unethical means. 
12. Call on groups to report out one idea each. 
Possible Responses: mowing, babysitting, chores, after school jobs, assisting someone with their technology, family yard sales, etc.
13. Debrief the lesson by instructing the groups to discuss the cost to emotions, relationships, and freedom when a student is caught shoplifting, stealing, plagiarizing, taking something without permission, copying, etc.
14. Call on each group to share a few comments from their group’s discussion. 
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft 
Icebreaker Questions
Handout



[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Directions: Evaluate each question below to determine if the example is theft. List why or why not.

1) Taste a grape from a package to see if you want to buy it?

2) Conceal an item in a store and walking out without paying for it?

3) Say nothing when you notice the store cashier forgot to charge you for an item left in your cart and, you didn’t notice until you got home?

4) Observe your friend take a cosmetic and put it in their backpack without paying for it and you say nothing?

5) Notice the store cashier handing you back more change than you should receive and saying nothing?

6) Take something from a friend or family member that they have given permission in the past, but you did not seek permission this time?

7) Take an item from your home without permission and trying to pawn it or sell it online?

8) Take credit for work someone did?

9) Use your mom’s credit account to purchase cryptocurrency for your favorite online games without permission?

10) Gamble at school in a card game with some peers, using the money your parents provided you for lunch only? 
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft 
Icebreaker Questions
Facilitator Guide

Directions: Evaluate each question below to determine if the example is theft. List why or why not.

1) Taste a grape from a package to see if you want to buy it? Taking anything without permission can be considered a form of theft. Some stores may allow this, it’s best to ask first. 

2) Conceal an item in a store and walking out without paying for it? This is a shoplifting misdemeanor or felony depending on the amount or circumstance. See https://lawforkids.org/shoplifting and 13-1805. Shoplifting; detaining suspect; defense to wrongful detention; civil action by merchant; public services; classification

3) Say nothing when you notice the store cashier forgot to charge you for an item left in your cart and, you didn’t notice until you got home? This could be considered a form of theft even if it was unintentional or unnoticed at the time. The cashier could be held responsible. You can call the store and inform them of the oversight, stores may decide to thank you for your honesty and not expect payment. Stores lose money when items are not paid for, stores could lose employees and be shut down when their inventory does not match their proceeds.

4) Observe your friend take a cosmetic and put it in their backpack without paying for it and you say nothing? This is shoplifting, if your friend is caught in the store or by cameras, you can also be charged with shoplifting. See https://lawforkids.org/shoplifting and 13-1805. Shoplifting; detaining suspect; defense to wrongful detention; civil action by merchant; public services; classification

5) Notice the store cashier handing you back more change than you should receive and saying nothing? Noticing the oversight and not saying anything can be considered a form of theft. The cashier could be held responsible if their cash drawer does not match the receipts. When you notice being short changed or excess change, speak up respectfully and have the cashier recheck. 

6) Take something from a friend or family member that they have given permission in the past, but you did not seek permission this time? Taking anything without permission can be considered a form of theft. It’s best to always ask first. 

7) Take an item from your home without permission and trying to pawn it or sell it online? Taking anything without permission can be considered a form of theft. Pawning is illegal for minors see: 44-1624. Pawn transactions; reportable transactions

8) Take credit for work someone did? It is illegal to steal someone’s intellectual property. Plagiarism is against ethics; schools have rules against plagiarism.

9) Use your mom’s credit account to purchase cryptocurrency for your favorite online games without permission? It is considered fraud if you use someone’s credit card without permission, see: 13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification. Credit card companies also require that the card holder add any names to the account that are allowed to use it. Using the credit card even with permission but the credit card holder did not add you to the account, the holder may be in violation of the credit card agreement and may lose the account or be penalized.

10) [bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Gamble at school in a card game with some peers, using the money your parents provided you for lunch only? Spending money on a purchase not given permission may be considered a form of theft. Parents may have consequences for breaking their trust; some schools also have consequences for gambling on school grounds, see student handbook.
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft 
Dilemma Handout

· Your 15-year-old sister wants you to go with her to raid your parents' liquor cabinet. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· A kid with a reputation for bullying corners you before lunch. He threatens to punch you if you don’t give him all your money. He threatens, “If you tell I’ll will see you tomorrow for more money.” Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· The school football team needs new equipment. So, you and a friend decide to sell raffle tickets to help raise funds. Your friend becomes careless with a stack of tickets. You wonder if she’s ditched the tickets and kept the money. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· Your friend asks to copy an old social studies term paper of yours and hand it in as his own work. He says if you are his friend, you will help him. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· In the local convenience store, you hand the clerk a $10 bill for a $4.35 order. The cashier gives you too much change. You notice, but she doesn’t. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· You and a friend are watching a movie at her house on a movie app. You must leave before the movie is over. Your friend offers her username and password so you can finish watching it at home on your device. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it.

· If you say you’re 11 instead of 14, you can get you into the movies for a child’s admission instead of a full adult ticket price. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· You’re at the mall with a friend. You see her slip a sweater under her coat. You know her family is going through tough times. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· Your friend is bragging about how he plans to use a fake ID to try and pawn some coins his grandfather has in a collection he is saving to give him one day. He says his grandfather will never miss it. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it.
 
· Your friend is allowed to use his parent's credit card to make a specific purchase on Amazon. He decides to make just one extra purchase of a game you and he have been wanting to play. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 

· Your friend is always asking to borrow money from the group of friends even though you know he receives more allowance than anybody in the group. Lately he is more interested in sports odds than the sport itself. He makes excuses for not hanging out, he even quit the basketball team. At school he is on his phone whenever possible but is always secretive about who is talking to. He asked if you have ever used any of the gambling apps. Then, yesterday, you saw him with credit cards that had other people’s names on them. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. 
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft 
Dilemma Handout
Facilitator Guide

See red for possible responses: 

· [bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Your 15-year-old sister wants you to go with her to raid your parents' liquor cabinet. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You want to have fun with your sister, but you understand that your parents have rules about the liquor cabinet and have placed their trust in you and your sister to not steal liquor from the cabinet. Suggest an alternative, safe, way to have fun with your sister, remind your sister of the trust that could be lost and the consequences for disobeying. If she acts on her own, talk with your parents. 

· A kid with a reputation for bullying corners you before lunch. He threatens to punch you if you don’t give him all your money. He threatens, “If you tell I will see you tomorrow for more money.” Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You may fear retaliation, but you don’t want to keep getting bullied with extortion. Reporting increases the opportunity for both parties to get help and have the bullying stopped and may help keep it from happening to others. 

· The school football team needs new equipment. So, you and a friend decide to sell raffle tickets to help raise funds. Your friend becomes careless with a stack of tickets. You wonder if she’s ditched the tickets and kept the money. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. Not sure if she is guilty of embezzlement or not. Talking to her about what happened to the tickets may help her to make the right choice and avoid consequences. If she lost the tickets, you could help her come forward and tell the truth; Adults can better help her with the situation. If she does nothing, reporting it to the adults involved enables the adults to handle the situation so the team does not suffer more consequences.

· Your friend asks to copy an old social studies term paper of yours and hand it in as his own work. He says if you are his friend, you will help him. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You want to help your friend and keep their friendship, but you understand that plagiarism is against school rules. Offer to help him write his own paper or tutor him so he can catch up in class. 

· In the local convenience store, you hand the clerk a $10 bill for a $4.35 order. The cashier gives you too much change. You notice, but she doesn’t. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You could really use the money; you think after all it was her mistake, but you understand the cashier may get the blame and must pay for the difference out of her own pocket or may even get fired. You decide to speak up and ask the cashier to recheck the change due. 

· You and a friend are watching a movie at her house on a movie app. You must leave before the movie is over. Your friend offers her username and password so you can finish watching it at home on your device. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it.  It would be nice to finish watching the movie at home, but you understand that computer fraud is in violation of the service agreement and can be considered a form of theft. You decide to wait until you can watch the rest of the movie with your friend another time. You can also ask permission from your parents to buy the movie or download the app on your family's account.

· If you say you’re 11 instead of 14, you can get you into the movies for a child’s admission instead of a full adult ticket price. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You want to see the movie and you don’t have enough money for treats, but you understand that lying about your age to get something you want is not the behavior expected by you from the adults in your life you trust for their ethical examples. You decide to pay for the ticket you should get and plan on doing extra chores to earn more money for the movies next time. 

· You’re at the mall with a friend. You see her slip a sweater under her coat. You know her family is going through tough times. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You don’t want to hurt your friendship or embarrass your friend, but you understand that shoplifting is against the law; you also don’t want to get charged. You can offer to exchange clothes with her so you both get to wear something new. You can tell her you know a store where she can get that cheaper or maybe you have a sweater you don’t want any more but would look perfect on her. 

· Your friend is bragging about how he plans to use a fake ID to try and pawn some coins his grandfather has in a collection he is saving to give him one day. He says his grandfather will never miss it. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You don’t want to lose the friendship and you may feel it is not your business, but you understand that your friend could get into serious trouble with the law for theft and using a fake ID and harm his relationship with his grandparent. Encourage your friend to wait for the inheritance, explaining the value of the inheritance, emotionally and economically, and offer to help him with legitimate money-making endeavors. 

· Your friend is allowed to use his parent's credit card to make a specific purchase on Amazon. He decides to make just one extra purchase of a game you and he have been wanting to play. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You really want to play the game with him and don’t think his mother will mind, but you understand that he could get into trouble from his parents for making a purchase without permission and they may not want him to hang out with you anymore. You could offer to ask your parents to purchase the game or encourage him to ask first. If he makes the purchase, anyway, talk to your parents.

· Your friend is always asking to borrow money from the group of friends even though you know he receives more allowance than anybody in the group. Lately he is more interested in sports odds than the sport itself. He makes excuses for not hanging out, he even quit the basketball team. At school he is on his phone whenever possible but is always secretive about who is talking to. He asked if you have ever used any of the gambling apps. Then, yesterday, you saw him with credit cards that had other people’s names on them. Discuss the challenge this presents and options for ethically dealing with it. You value friendship, but you are concerned for your friend’s behavior and feel he may be making poor choices that could lead to legal consequences or becoming too obsessed or even addicted to gambling. You could talk with him about your concerns, talk with his parents or the school counselor or social worker. 
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Ethical Choices Dealing with Theft 
Correlations


Civics
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning. 

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
11‐12.RI.8 Including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning. 

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Financial Reasoning
QR.FR.4: Identify and explain personal and societal consequences of financial decisions. 
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