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From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
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Organizing a Gang for Criminal Purposes
Scenario 1: Juan decides to take a more active role in expanding the gang's activities. He begins recruiting new members and uses his influence to coordinate drug trafficking operations across multiple neighborhoods. He also finances the gang's activities by setting up a series of illegal businesses to funnel money into the gang's operations.
Consequences: Juan can be charged with participating in a criminal street gang, which is a Class 2 felony. If convicted, he faces up to 12.5 years in prison for intentionally organizing, managing, and financing the gang's criminal operations.

Inciting Violence to Promote Gang Activities
Scenario 2: Maria takes to social media to encourage other gang members to participate in a drive-by shooting in retaliation for an attack by a rival gang. She calls for violence, using intimidation tactics to persuade others that they must take action in order to protect the gang's reputation and criminal activities.
Consequences: Maria can be charged with knowingly inciting or inducing others to engage in violence to promote the gang's criminal objectives. This offense is part of participating in a criminal street gang, which is a Class 2 felony. If convicted, she could face up to 12.5 years in prison for her role in furthering the gang's violent actions.






Assisting a Gang by Committing a Felony
Scenario 3: Chris robs a store to fund the gang's drug operations. He carries out the robbery under the gang's orders and keeps part of the money to provide to his gang leaders. He is caught by the police during the robbery, and his involvement in the gang is made clear through his statements to law enforcement.
Consequences: Chris can be charged with assisting a criminal street gang, which is a Class 3 felony. As a first-time offender, he could face up to 8.75 years in prison for committing the robbery for the benefit of the gang.
Inducing a Public Servant to Violate Their Duty for the Gang
Scenario 4: Emily pressures a local police officer into providing confidential information about upcoming law enforcement operations targeting her gang. The officer, under Emily’s influence, intentionally discloses the details of the operation, allowing the gang to evade capture and continue its illegal activities.
Consequences: Emily can be charged with intentionally promoting or furthering the criminal objectives of a gang by inducing a public servant to violate their duty, which is part of participating in a criminal street gang. This is a Class 2 felony, and she could face up to 12.5 years in prison for using a public servant to benefit the gang's activities.

Furnishing Advice on Criminal Gang Affairs
Scenario 5: Derek offers advice to younger members about how to cover up illegal activities. He coaches them on how to handle law enforcement during drug raids, ensuring the gang's operations continue without interference. 
Consequences: Derek can be charged with furnishing advice or direction in the management of the gang's operations. This is considered participating in a criminal street gang, which is a Class 2 felony, and he faces up to 12.5 years in prison for furthering the gang's illegal activities.
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