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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]What are Gangs? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand what gangs are and how they impact communities.
· Students will learn the social and legal consequences of gang activity.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Buzzer, 1 for whole group
· Foam Dice, 1 per group
· Gang Facts: Print pages 8-11, 13-14, 19, 1 set for whole group https://www.azcjc.gov/Portals/0/Documents/pubs/11212024_Gang_Threat_Assessment_FINAL_Website.pdf 
· Gang Scenario Handout, 1 per group
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Sticky note, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Post Gang Facts around the room

Timeframe: 40 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with sticky notes, large poster paper, and markers.
2. Ask students: what do you think of when you hear the word gang?
3. Allow students to share their thoughts and ideas. (Facilitator note: possible responses are violence & crime) 
4. Explain that ARS defines a ‘Criminal Street Gang’ as an ongoing formal or informal association of persons in which members or associates individually or collectively engage in the commission, attempted commission, facilitation or solicitation of any felony act and that has at least one individual who is a criminal street gang member. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00105.htm] 

5. Point out the gang facts displayed around the room and mention that the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission conducted a gang threat assessment. 
6. Have each group start at a different fact posted on the wall. Each group should bring a piece of paper and a writing utensil with them.
7. Instruct groups to examine the facts and record information they gather from their observations. Allow groups 2-3 minutes at each fact. They should remain at their fact until they hear the buzzer. When they hear the buzzer, they rotate clockwise to the next fact.
8. Continue until groups have visited all facts.
9. Have groups return to their seats and explain that they can use the recorded information they gathered for the next activity.
10. Instruct the groups to label their large poster paper A-G.  
11. Hand each group a foam die and explain that they will roll the die to determine how many points they earn for providing the correct answer to each question.  
12. Then groups should roll their dice and record their points next to each letter.  
13. The facilitator will read a question aloud and have each group write down their answer next to the corresponding letter.
14. Ask a different group each time to reveal their answer, then confirm whether it’s right or wrong and provide any necessary explanations. Groups with correct answers keep their rolled points, while those with incorrect answers cross off their points.
15. Continue this process for all questions. Once all questions have been read, have the group’s total their points and announce the winning group. 
A) What percentage of the 59 law enforcement agencies reported active gangs or gang members in their jurisdictions?
Answer: 57.6% of the 59 law enforcement agencies reported active gangs or gang members in their jurisdictions.
B) What percentage of agencies reported that gang activity had greatly increased in the past 12 months?
Answer: 23.5% of agencies reported that gang activity has greatly increased in the past 12 months. The majority of agencies observed either no change or increased gang activity.
C) Which gang was most frequently identified across the state in the past 12 months?
Answer: The Crips were the most frequently identified gangs across the state in the past 12 months.
D) What percentage of responding law enforcement agencies reported the presence of hybrid gangs in their jurisdictions in 2024?
Answer: 61.8% of responding law enforcement agencies reported the presence of hybrid gangs in their jurisdictions in 2024. This has been the highest increase over the past 6 years.
E) Which grade level has shown the highest percentage of students being involved in gangs, either currently or in the past?
Answer: The 8th grade students have shown the highest percentage of gang involvement with either current or past membership in a gang.
F) What three crimes are most frequently committed by gang members in Arizona’s communities?
Answer: The most frequently reported crimes committed by gang members are weapons possession/firearms use, drug sales/distribution, and vandalism. 
G) Which two social media platforms are most frequently used by gangs for recruitment, promotion, and intimidation?
Answer: Instagram and Snapchat are the most frequently used social media platforms by gangs for recruitment, promotion, and intimidation. 
16. Instruct the groups to discuss any facts that surprised them and be ready to report out.  
17. Distribute a gang scenario handout to each group. 
18. Instruct the groups to read through each scenario and work together to make an educated guess about the legal consequence.
19. After the groups have finished, have each group present a scenario along with the consequence they selected. The facilitator will provide corrections as necessary using the facilitator guide. Continue this process until all scenarios have been discussed.
20. Debrief the lesson by having students write on a sticky note an exclamatory sentence (one thing they learned about gangs) or an interrogative sentence (one question they still have about gangs).
21. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
What are Gangs? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
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