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[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Why Gangs? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the reasons why youth may join a gang.
· Students will learn alternative solutions to meet their needs instead of joining gangs.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Different colored writing utensils, 1 per group
· Gang Risk Factor Cards, 1 set for whole group
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Facilitator Guide, 1 copy
· Index Card, 1 per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.





Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with sticky notes, large poster paper, and markers.
2. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
3. Have each small group brainstorm reasons why kids would want to join a gang on their large poster paper. 
Facilitator note of possible responses:
a. Lack of resources
b. Presence of gangs in the neighborhood
c. Lack of social opportunities
d. Lack of economic opportunities
e. Cultural norms
f. Feeling unsafe—wanting protection
g. Family disorganization/divorce, substance abuse, violence, incarceration
h. Lack of role models
i. Lack of parental presence
j. Academic failures
k. Trouble at school
l. Delinquent peers—crimes, drugs
m. Legacy
n. Street credibility
o. Glamorization of gang life through media
p. Friends
q. Money
r. Excitement
s. Partying
t. Drugs/Alcohol
u. Lack of a sense of belonging
v. Desire for power or control
w. Rebellion against authority or societal expectations
4. Explain to the class that these reasons are risk factors (factors that increase the likelihood of gang involvement). 
5. Have each group report out one idea as other groups check off their list. 
6. Continue until all groups have reported out all their ideas.
7. Explain to the class that some youth may be looking for solutions to their problems. They may choose to look for it through gang associations. Encourage the groups to think critically about the needs behind each risk factor.
8. Next, distribute a gang risk factor card and different colored writing utensil to each group.
9. Have each group consider the risk factor on their card and problem-solve by developing an idea that would be a legal alternative to meet their needs instead of joining a gang and record the idea on the card. 
10. Once groups have written an idea on their card, have groups rotate their card clockwise to the next group and continue until all groups have had a chance to enter their alternative solutions on each of the cards. This process will continue until each group has contributed answers to every card. Please note that they can’t repeat examples that groups have already written.
Facilitator note: if concerned about tracking student ideas, assign each group a different marker color.
11. Once the activity is complete, ask students to report out answers from the card they are left with. The facilitator can use the facilitator guide to share additional examples. 
12. Debrief the lesson by asking students to answer the following questions on an index card: 
a. What is a risk factor for joining a gang?
b. What is a safe alternative to joining a gang?
13. Collect index cards as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
Why Gangs? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
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