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[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Social Media and Gangs Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand how gangs use social media for recruitment.
· Students will learn how to recognize gang related posts.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Example posts, 1 set for whole group
· Example posts handout, 1 set per group
· Social media safety checklist, 1 per student
· Buzzer, 1 for whole group
Prior to the lesson:
· Post example posts around the classroom

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Ask students what might be some dangers of using social media? Facilitator Note- Possible responses: scams, misinformation, addiction, explicit content
3. Explain that gangs are using social media to recruit people by making their lifestyle look attractive. Posts often show off wealth, weapons, and an exciting lifestyle. 
4. Explain that students will determine if the examples posts around the room are gang related or not. They will discuss any red flags they noticed and if they consider the post to be gang related.
5. Distribute an example post handout to each group.
6. Have each group start at a different post on the wall. Each group should bring their example post handout and a writing utensil with them.
7. Instruct groups to read the post aloud, discuss the post with their group and answer the questions on their handout. Allow groups 1-2 minutes at each station. They should not rotate to the next post until they hear the buzzer. Each time the groups rotate, they will change who is responsible for writing on their handout.
Facilitator Note: Guiding Questions to ask groups during the activity:
· What symbols or codes did you see?
· Did the post include any references to violence or illegal activities?
· What language or slang was used in the post?
8. Continue until groups have visited all posts.
9. After groups have visited the last post, instruct them to choose a reporter for their group. The reporter should stay at the post while the rest of the group returns to their seat. Have each reporter summarize the post they are at and share their answer to the questions from the handout. 
Facilitator Note: Possible Responses:
Post 1: Get yours #StreetHustle #MoneyOverEverything
· Red Flags: The gun and money suggest illegal activities. The hashtag #StreetHustle might imply involvement in illegal street activities.
Post 2: Good vibes tonight! #Friends #PartyTime
· Red Flags: None. The hashtags #Friends and #PartyTime are neutral. This post is harmless.
Post 3: Westside family, always partying. #WestsideTillIDie #Loyalty
· Red Flags: The phrase “Westside” can be associated with certain gangs in some regions (Westside Crips). #WestsideTillIDie and #Loyalty can signify allegiance to a specific neighborhood or gang.
Post 4: My fav color #RedNation #FamilyOverEverything
· Red Flags: The post directly references a gang and its colors. The hashtag #RedNation also suggests gang affiliation. 
Post 5: Just chilling. #SkateLife 
· Red Flags: None. #SkateLife is neutral and common on social media. This post is harmless.
Post 6: We ride or die. #NoSnitching #CripLife 
· Red Flags: #CripLife is a direct reference to the Crips, one of the most well-known gangs in the U.S. The phrase "ride or die" can imply loyalty even in dangerous situations.
10. Once reporters return to their seats, pass out the social media safety checklist to each student.
11. Instruct them to mark “Yes” or “No” next to each question based on their current social media settings. 
12. Once finished, have them set the checklist aside to revisit it at the end of the lesson.
13. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
14. Ask the groups to create a poster on their large poster paper that highlights the warning signs of gang-related content on social media, along with safety tips for protecting oneself online. 
15. Once the posters are complete, have groups present their posters.
16. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write on their social media safety checklist, one action they’ll take immediately to improve their social media safety. For example:
Changing privacy settings on Instagram to “private.”
Reporting a suspicious account or post they’ve seen recently.
Unfriending someone they don’t know in real life.
17. Collect checklists as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
Social Media and Gangs Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Art
S1C4PO 201 Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork. 
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicates substantive meanings or achieves intended purposes. 
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