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[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Gang Trends Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the concept of hybrid gangs.
· Students will learn the warning signs of gang involvement.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Feelings of efficacy

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Definitions, 1 set per group
· Warning Signs Handout, 1 set per group
· Sticky Notes, 1 per group
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Index Cards, 1 per student
· Tape
Prior to the lesson:
· Cut definitions set and place in a sandwich bag for each group
· Post three large posters around the room, with the following titles:
Poster 1- Behavior  
Poster 2- Physical 
Poster 3- Social

Timeframe: 40 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with sticky notes, large poster paper, and markers.
2. Ask students: Have you ever heard of hybrid gangs?
3. Allow students to share their thoughts and experiences. 
4. Explain that law enforcement agencies frequently reported that hybrid gangs are younger in age, loosely organized, and do not adhere to traditional identifiers. Additionally, they cited the use of social media for hybrid gang recruitment.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.azcjc.gov/Portals/0/Documents/pubs/11092022_Commission_Gang%20Threat%20Assessment_FINAL.pdf] 

5. The facilitator will make a T-chart on the board and write hybrid on one side and traditional on the other. Have students do the same on their large poster paper.
6. Next, hand each group the definitions. Instruct the groups to read each definition and decide whether that falls under the hybrid or traditional gang.
7. Once all groups have placed the definitions on the T-chart, call on a group to come up, report out, and tape a definition on to the board’s T-chart.
8. Continue to rotate to each group, until all definitions have been placed on the board. Use the facilitator guide below to provide the students with the correct answers and elaborate when needed.
Facilitator Guide:
A Hybrid Gang is defined as having:  [footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/police/gilbert-police-units/teen-violence-investigations] 

Social Media Use 
Mixed races  
Lax or no code of conduct  
Members participate in multiple gangs  
Work with rival gangs  
No specific color/symbols  
Always evolving/changing names   
A Traditional Gang is defined as having:  
Defined leadership  
Formalized rules  
Specific colors/symbols  
History behind the gang  
Lifelong Commitment  
9. Ask groups to discuss why they believe people join hybrid gangs.
10. Have different groups share out.
11. The facilitator will share that there could be many factors such as peer pressure, lack of family support, a desire for power, and a sense of belonging. 
12. Inform the students about the consequences of being involved in a gang. For example, a hybrid gang in Arizona called the Gilbert Goons was responsible for a tragic incident. Seven members, aged between 15 and 18, were arrested and charged with first-degree murder after they attacked and killed a 16-year-old at a Halloween party.
13. Explain now we are going to identify the warning signs someone is in gang. Point out the 3 posters around the room: behavior, physical, and social and explain that groups will determine the category each given sign falls under.
14. Groups will write down the letter of the sign using the warning signs handout on a sticky note and post the letter on the correct poster around the room. Groups can’t post the same letter if it has already been posted. 
15. Pass out the warning signs handout to each group. When you say “Go” they can start working together to determine, write, and post the letters. 
16. Once all letters have been posted, go over the signs to each category 
Facilitator Answer Key:
Behavior:
A) Sudden and drastic changes in aggression or secrecy
F) Bad attitude towards family, school and authorities
 	H)   Avoiding school or home 
K)   Staying out later than usual

Physical:
C) Carrying weapons or drugs
D) Using Hand Signs
G) Special haircuts, eyebrow markings, or tattoos
J) Having more money and possessions

Social:
B) Changing friends
E) Withdraw from family or friends
     	I)    Talking about drug sales or violence
17. Explain to students what to do if they believe they are approached by a gang member:
Tell an Adult: talking to a trusted adult (parent, teacher, counselor, etc.) if they feel threatened or if they know someone who might be involved in a gang.
Report to Authorities: Contact local law enforcement or a school resource officer if they feel their safety is at risk. 
18. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write down on an index card something they learned about hybrid gangs and one action they would take if approached by a gang member. They should also identify one person they could go to for help if they think someone they know is involved with a gang.
19. Collect index cards as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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From Risk to Resilience: Preventing Gang Involvement
(Middle/High School)
Gang Trends Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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