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“The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention” Academy
Why do Youth Join Gangs? Lesson Plan
Advanced Middle/High School
Sources: AZDPS.gov; National Gang Center.gov; AZ State Gang Task Force

Objectives:  
· Students will examine some of the reasons why youth may join a gang
· Students will problem-solve ideas for positive activities to meet their needs

Materials:
· Large paper and markers
· Gang Risk Factor Cards

Timeframe:  45 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin activity by dividing participants into small groups of 3 to 4 members. 
2. Have each small group brainstorm reasons why kids would want to join a gang. Groups should choose one recorder to write the groups’ ideas on the large paper and choose one reporter to be ready to report out. List could include:


1

a. Lack of resources
b. Presence of gangs in the neighborhood
c. Lack of social opportunities
d. Lack of economic opportunities
e. Cultural norms
f. Feeling unsafe-wanting protection
g. Family disorganization/divorce, substance abuse, violence, incarceration
h. Lack of role models
i. Lack of parental presence
j. Academic failures
k. Trouble at school
l. Delinquent peers-crimes, drugs
m. legacy
n. Street credibility
o. Glamorization of gang life through media
p. Friends
q. Money
r. Excitement
s. Partying
t. Drugs/Alcohol


3.  Explain to the class that these reasons are risk factors (i.e. factors that increase the likelihood of gang
      involvement).  Have each group report out one idea as other groups check off their list. Continue until all  
      groups have reported out all their ideas.
4.  Next, hand groups a “Gang Risk Factor Card”.  Explain to the class that some youth may not know how to
      get their needs met. They may choose to look for it through gang associations. 
5.  Have each group consider the risk factor on their card and problem-solve by developing one idea that
     would be a safe alternative to meet their need instead of joining a gang and record the idea on the card .
      Each group should use a different color marker.
6.  After about 2 minutes have groups rotate their card to the next group and continue until all groups have
     had a chance to enter their alternative solutions on each of the cards.
7.  Have each group report out one of the risk factors, need and solutions.
8.  Debrief by asking the following questions:  
a. What is a risk factor for joining a gang?
b. What is a safe alternative to joining a gang?   
c. What is one way you can help your community be “gang free”?
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“The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention” Academy
Why do Youth Join Gangs?

Correlations
AZ State Standards

	Civics and Government
	Writing Applications
	Comprehending Informational Text

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law
(7-8 S3C4 PO4b)
	Record Information related to the topic.
(7-8 S3C2 PO1)

	Make relevant inferences about expository text, supported by text evidence.
(6-8 S3C1PO 10)




       AZ College and Career Ready Standards
	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)
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