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“The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention” Academy
What do you value? Lesson Plan
Advanced Middle/High School
Sources: San Diego County Office of Education:  Girls Only Toolkit ‘Gangs’

Objectives:  
· Students will examine their values and how choices can affect them
· Students will create a value statement to remind themselves to make healthy choices

Materials:
· Definition cards on ‘Values’ and ‘Choices’ (one set per group)
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Large paper labeled: #1  jail and criminal record;  #2 death and permanent physical injury;  #3 people don’t respect gang members—they fear them; #4 loss of time and missed opportunities;  #5 loss of friends and in trouble with family.)
· ‘Road of Life’ hand out (one for each student)
· ‘Value Statement’ slips (enough copies for each student)

Timeframe:  45 minutes

Activity: 
1. Give to groups a definition card on ‘Values’ (Values are our beliefs and they help us make decisions according to what we think is right.) Have groups write down an example (An example might be that a person who values honesty are always telling the truth.) Have groups report out.

2. Give to groups a definition card on ‘Choices’ (Choices are decisions we make based on our values.) Have groups write down an example (An example might be someone who values honesty chooses to tell the truth instead of lie about something.)

3. Explain that every choice has a consequence or something that happens because of something else, which means something good could happen or something bad could happen depending on what choice you choose.

4. Instruct the class to individually make a “Top Ten List” of the things in life they value most. This is their own values not shared by the group. 

5. Next instruct the class to share their list with the group and record the group’s “Top Ten List” ranking them in order of most important to least.  Have a volunteer ready to report out for the group.

6. Explain to students that the things they value can be affected by their choices.  Post the following large Post It papers on the walls with the following labels and explain that these are some effects of gang involvement: #1  jail and criminal record;  #2 death and permanent physical injury;  #3 people don’t respect gang members—they fear them; #4 loss of time and missed opportunities;  #5 loss of friends and in trouble with family. Instruct groups to rotate from one paper to the next recording their ideas on how their values can be affected by gang activity. 

7. When groups have rotated to each posting ask a volunteer from each group to report out. 

8. Have groups return to their seats and pass out the “Road of Life” handout. Have participants review choices and consequences with their shoulder partner. Remind participants that life will always have challenges, or bumps in the road, but how and what they choose will determine the roads they take on their journey.
9. Remind them they can always choose to change their lives!

10. Explain to students that they are going to write their own value statement to remind themselves to make healthy choices. Hand each student a ‘Value Statement’ slip and have them complete it.  Allow time for volunteers to share.

“I value________________________because_____________________________________________; 

therefore, I will _____________________________________________________________________.

Debrief the lesson by asking the following questions:
a. Where do you get your values from? 
b. What are some challenges that might make it difficult for you to make healthy choices?
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“The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention” Academy
What do you value?
Correlations
AZ State Standards

	Comprehending Informational Text
	Writing Process
	Reading Process

	Make relevant inferences about expository text, supported by text evidence.
(6-8 S3C1PO 10)
	Generate ideas through a variety of activities (e.g., prior knowledge, discussion with others, printed materials, or other source)
6-8 S1C1PO 1
	Use context to identify the intended meaning of unfamiliar words (e.g., definitions, examples, restatements. Synonyms, contrast)
6-8 S1C4 PO2



AZ College and Career Ready Standards
	Key Ideas and Details
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (6-12.RH.1)

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (6‐12.WHST.4)
	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)
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