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“The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention” Academy
Refusal Skills/Peer Pressure Lesson Plan
Advanced Middle/High School
Sources:  http://www.azdps.gov/Services/Gang_Enforcement/ 
Objectives:  
· Students will explore advice they can give to someone thinking of joining a gang
· Students will present a skit practicing refusal skills 

Materials:
· Flipchart paper and markers
· ’Reality Check’ Hand out
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Timeframe:  45 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin by dividing participants into groups of 4-5.
2. In their groups ask participants to imagine that a friend of theirs has been hanging around with gang members and is considering joining a gang.
3. In their groups have participants brainstorm and list what advice they could give that friend.
4. Have each group report out on their list.
5. Have them underline any similarities.
6. Next, distribute the ‘Reality Check’ handout.  Have each group read 1 section out loud until all are read.
(Note on section 5 have the group choose three of the facts to read or divide entire section among all groups.)
7. Next, explain to participants, that in their groups, they should write and present a skit that demonstrates dealing with peer pressure to join a gang or be involved in gang activity and how would they refuse or respond to that pressure.
8. Have each group present their skit.
9. Award extra raffle tickets to the group that is the most persuasive.
10. Debrief the lesson by asking the following questions:
a. Tell me about a time that you stood against doing something that could be dangerous or illegal.
b. Who could you talk to if you needed help with peer pressure from a gang member? 
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The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention Academy
Advanced Middle/High School
 (
Realty Check
)


#1 An individual can be identified as a ‘Criminal street gang member’ if 2 of 7 criteria apply:

 (
SELF PROCLAMATION
WITNESS TESTIMONY OR OFFICIAL STATEMENT
WRITTEN OR ELECTRONIC CORRESPONDENCE
PARAPHERNALIA OR PHOTOGRAPHS
TATOOS
CLOTHING OR COLORS
ANY INDICIA OF STREET GANG MEMBERSHIP
)
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 (
#2 
Risk factors for joining a gang:
Presence of g
angs 
in the n
eighborhood
Lack of connections to f
amily
Academic f
ailure
Friends who engage in Problem Behaviors
Low expectations of a
chievement
Family and neighborhood a
cceptance of
 gang l
ife
)
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#3 Definitions:
1. Values are our beliefs and they help us make decisions according to what we think is right.
2. alues.
3. Criminal Street Gang is a group of people who Choices are decisions we make based on our v
4.  form an alliance for a common purpose AND engage in violent or criminal activity

 (
#4 
A.R.S.
13-714 Offenses committed with intent to promote, further or assist a criminal street gang. A person who is convicted of any felony that is related to furtherance of criminal conduct by a street gang is not eligible for 
any
 lessor sentencing. This offense can be charged with an increase of 3 years if the offense is a class 4, 5, or
6 felony
, and can be increased by 5 years if it is a class 2, or 3 felony.
 
2.    
13-1202- A person commits threatening or intimidation if the person threatens or 
intimidates by word
        
conduct
; to cause physical injury to another person or damage to 
the property of another in order to 
        
promote
, further assist in the interests of or to cause, induce or solicit another person to participate in a 
        
criminal
 street gang, a criminal syndicate or a racketeering enterprise. This would be a class 3 felony.
3
.    
ARS-13-105: ‘Criminal Street Gang’ means an ongoing formal or informal association of persons whose 
       
members
 or associates individually or collectively engage in the commission, attempted commission, 
       
facilitation
 or solicitation of any felony act and that has at least one individual who is a criminal street gang 
       
member
. 
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	 (
95% of all male gang members do not finish high school.
Gang members are 3 times more likely to have drug dependency issues later in life.
Gang members are 2 times more likely to say they are in poor health later in life.
90% of all male gang members have been arrested by age 18.
The average life expectancy of an active gang member is 20 years and 5 months.
Gang members are 200% more likely to be on government assistance.
Gang members rarely live in constant for the safety of their families.
60% of male gang members are dead or in prison by age 20.
The average age of gang members is 14-21 years of age.
Gang members can be as young as 8 years old.
Most gangs target youth that are easily persuaded into doing work for the gang.
37% of all gang members are under 18 years of age.
Most gang members end up dropping out of school or being expelled.
Many members of youth gangs go on to be adult offenders who spend much of their lives in and out of prison—if they live that long.
Gang involvement almost always included alcohol and drug use.
Gang involvement puts you at risk of getting arrested, getting badly hurt or even getting killed.
Your involvement in a gang puts your entire family at risk for retaliation from other gangs that they have messed with.
)
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The Reality of Gangs: Gang Prevention Academy
Refusal Skills/Peer Pressure 

Correlations
AZ State Standards

	Civics and Government
	Writing Applications
	Theater

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law
(7-8 S3C4 PO4b)
	Write in a variety of expressive forms that, according to type of writing, employ: dialogue
(6-8 S3C1 PO2c)

	Collaborate to create a scenario/script as a team. 
(S1C1PO 201)

Collaborate in informal performances.
(S1C1PO 204).




AZ College and Career Ready Standards

	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (6-12 SL.4)
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