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“Learning the Law Through Mock Trial)” Academy
(Grades 3-5)
[bookmark: _Hlk178081257]State of Arizona vs River Peters Scripted Mock Trial Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk178081311]Students should be able to understand and implement Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 13-1802 in a scripted mock trial.
· Students should learn the court process in a criminal court proceeding and vocabulary words:  sustained, beyond a reasonable doubt, overrule, and objection. 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: (List in order of appearance)
· Vocabulary word posters: sustained, reasonable doubt, overruled, and objection (make before you teach the class)
· Scripted Mock Trial Role cards
· State of Arizona vs River Peters Scripted Mock Trial, 1 per student
· State of Arizona vs River Peters Scripted Mock Trial Graphic Organizer, 1 per jury member
· Sticky Notes, 1 per student
· Mock Trial Accessories
· 1 Judge Robe
· 1 Gavel
· Glasses

Timeframe: (40 Minutes)

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson: 	
1. [bookmark: _Hlk178081233]Set up the classroom for a scripted mock trial. Have the mock trial role cards placed face down.  As students enter class greet them and tell them to pick a seat but do not pick up the card. (see Mock Trial Layout example)
2. Explain to students that they will be participating in a scripted mock trial based on Arizona Revised Statute 13-1802 Theft.
3. Explain to students that before they start the mock trial, there are some vocabulary words that they need to know. In pairs, have students discuss what they think the following words mean: sustained, reasonable doubt, overruled, and objection
4. Have students share out 1 vocabulary word at a time. After each word is discussed, provide the definition on the board using vocabulary posters:
a. Sustained: In a trial, sometimes a lawyer will ask a question, and the other lawyer will object, saying the question isn't fair or doesn't follow the rules. If the judge agrees with the objection, they will say "sustained," which means the question can't be asked or answered. But if the judge thinks the question is okay, they will say "overruled," meaning the lawyer can ask the question, and the witness must answer. 
b. Beyond a reasonable doubt: In a criminal trial, the judge tells the jury that they can only say the person on trial is guilty if they are sure, without any serious doubt, that the person did it. This is called "beyond a reasonable doubt," and it means they must be very sure before deciding if someone is guilty.
c. Overrule: In court, if a lawyer objects to a question or evidence, the judge decides if the objection is right or wrong. If the judge says "overruled," it means the question or evidence can be used. If the judge agrees with the objection, then the question or evidence is not allowed.
d. Objection: In a trial, a lawyer can object if they think the other lawyer's question is not allowed by the rules. The judge then decides if the question can be asked or not. The lawyer must have a good reason, based on the rules, for objecting to the question.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://dictionary.law.com/Default.aspx?selected=1364] 

5. Instruct students to turn over their cards and explain their role for the mock trial. (If there are more students than roles then they can be jury members or audience.  You can also switch students if there are some who don’t want to participate.)
6. Pass out a copy of the Scripted Mock Trial, 1 per student.
7. Pass out the scripted mock trial graphic organizer to the jury.  Explain to them this is to help them take notes to make an inform guilty or not guilty verdict at the end.
8. Encourage students to act out their roles.
9. Begin the Mock trial by reading the Information and roles
10. Students begin a Scripted mock trial.
11. When the students reach Jury deliberation, the jury go to the back of the room to discuss quietly or out in the hallway (Facilitator goes with students in the hall and the teacher stays with the students in the classroom).  Instruct that the jury needs to come to a majority decision.
12. Have the jurors return to their seats to share the verdict
13. Debrief:  After the mock trial ends, ask the jurors what convinced them to make the verdict decision of guilty or not guilty.  Have non-jury members share whether they agree or not and why
14. Pass out sticky notes, 1 per person.  Have students write what they think the verdict should be and why and 1 take away from this lesson.
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“Learning the Law Through Mock Trial)” Academy
(Grades 3-5)
State of Arizona vs River Peters Scripted Mock Trial Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics

Describe civic virtues and democratic principles within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or communities within Arizona. 
▪ Key concepts include but are not limited to respecting the rights of others, helping to promote the common good, and participating in government (3.C1.1)

Reading

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. (4.RF.$)

Comprehension and Collaboration

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
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